Cottenham Village College End of Term
Newsletter

Principal's Comments
Dear CVC Families
As we approach the Christmas break, I would like to say congratulations to your children on their
positive start to this academic year. During this first term of the academic year, the students have
been demonstrating great efforts in their studies during lessons and with their conduct on site towards
each other and staff they have shown politeness and respect. CVC is a friendly and vibrant place to learn
and every week I am privileged to speak to hard-working and conscientious students who have great
plans and ambitions for their futures. Despite this long and tiring term, I was impressed to see, even
during this last week of term, a large number of our Y11 students volunteering to stay behind after
school to attend additional period 6 sessions in the core subjects!
There are so many achievements to note during this term and this newsletter provides a regular
opportunity to showcase some of our successes each week. We have selected some of these to share
again from earlier in the term; recognising that some parents do not have time to browse all sections
each week!

Holiday times are precious times for all of us and I hope that despite the current climate that we find
ourselves in, that all our families are able to enjoy some more quality time together during the festive
period. As staff, we recognise just how challenging this term has been for your children, after the
disruption to learning over the previous years and therefore, this holiday, our strong recommendation is
for all our students to have a good rest and recharge to recover from this long and tiring term. It
is evident how tired they all are this week and that they are ready for the break. This advice also applies
to our Year 11 students, who have been working tirelessly towards their GCSE studies and need to reset,
ready for a very demanding Spring term. We are really proud of how well Y11 students have approached
this academic year and early indications are that we are expecting some remarkably high results from
this cohort, however, it is not sustainable to work at a high pace all year around - some rest
is required before the intensity increases again. For those students who wish to use time for some study
and further reading, they can find materials and guidance from subject teachers on the MS Teams
platform.
At the end of term, we say goodbye to colleagues Dr Allouis (Science)
and Mrs Langley (Safeguarding lead) as they move on to new ventures. We welcome in January some
new colleagues to our CVC team: Mrs Burtonshaw (Maths), Mr Cassidy (Vice
Principal/Science), Mr Broomfield (Science), Miss Hadley
(Safeguarding), Miss Thompson(Pastoral Support), Mrs Milea (Cover Supervisor)
and Mrs Messal (First Aider and Admin).
I have written separately about the arrangements for the start of the new term, incorporating the
government guidance for school testing and staggered starts. As with all our plans, they are subject to
change in light of the current climate and we will update you on the staff training day, January 4th,
should new arrangements be required.
Wishing you all the best for the festive break.
Mrs Andrews

Covid-19 Information
As you will be aware, the rise in covid-19 cases nationally is a cause for concern. Students who are
clinically extremely vulnerable should speak to their health professional and if there are any changes
which the school should be aware of, these should be discussed with Head of Year and risk assessments
and medical plans updated.

Supporting covid-19 information links can be found below;
The latest information on vaccines and booster doses can be found Here
Latest government guidance on covid-19 can be found Here.
Up to date covid-19 self-isolation guidance can be found Here.
Instructions on how to carefully put on and remove face masks can be found Here.

Head Students' Comments

•This term has had its challenges with the hustle and bustle of personal statements and sixth form
applications for year 11, a brand new start in a new school for year 7, navigating the school outside
bubbles for year 8, year 9 having option choices looming and year 10 starting their GCSE courses. We are
privileged to have been chosen to lead our student body through these tough times but are looking
forward all the good that we can do through Student Voice and working with the student council. We
would like to thank all staff and students for working together this past term and wish everyone a happy
holiday.
Olivia M and Siena K

1 - Head Students 2021-2022
Rhiannon B, Crystabelle G, Leonie R, Sophie S, Rishi T, Olivia M, Siena K, Sam G

Year 6 Open Evening

This term has seen our Year 7 students settle in wonderfully. The leap from Primary school to Secondary
school is large; however, with a little help from our Year 9 mentors, our new cohort of Year 7 have made
the transition look effortless. This was an excellent thing as we had a huge turnout for our Open Evening
event at the beginning of October and needed a great deal of student guides. Lots of our new Year 7s
volunteered as they were confident enough to show prospective students and adults around the school,
answer questions they had about transition, lessons, and timings of the school day. The feedback from
our Open Evening visitors has been fantastic, with people complementing our students commenting
that “they were extremely helpful and mature. (and) are all a credit to the school.”.

Bebras Computing Challenge – November 2021

In partnership with the Raspberry Pi Foundation and the University of Oxford, the computer science
faculty at CVC were please to enter the Year 7 and 8s in the 2021 UK Bebras Computing Challenge. Next
year, Mrs Tyrrell would love to see even more participants joining in!
The Bebras Computing Challenge is organised in over 50 countries. Questions focus on computational
and logical thinking. The aim of the challenges: to solve as many puzzles as you can in 40 minutes.

Congratulations to all of the students who participated in the Babras challenge.
Awards go to:

•

Daniel S and Oskar K - 'Best in School'.

•

Ethan A - Distinction

•

Shahlo R - Merit

•

Freddie C - Participation

•

Harry S - Participation

•

Tom B - Participation

Senior Maths Challenge

This term, our Year 11 students participated in the 'Senior Maths Challenge'. The Senior Mathematical
Challenge is a 90-minute, multiple-choice Challenge.It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of
thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. The
problems on the Senior Mathematical Challenge are designed to make students think. Most
are accessible, yet still challenge those with more experience - teachers struggled with the last
question!
Congratulations to everyone who participated, the certificates will be awarded soon. Huge
congratulations to HeatherMccaughan who has acheived the award of 'Best in School' (the highest mark
in the school). Students who attained a gold medal (Heather Mccaughan, Annabel Lee, Eliot Green) will
be going through to the 'Kangaroo Challenge'.
Thank you to Mr Garton who organised the event.

Gold medal: Heather Mc, Annabel L, Eliot G
Silver medal: Alys G, Felix S, Sam C, Toby M, Joe S, Ben W
Bronze medal: Tom B, Jake J, Lucy F, Mika L, Mabel J, Timothy MC, Bel RA, Harrison V, Matthew S,
Thomas K, George R
Participation Certificate: Andrew T, Grace G, Noah B, Andrew Hm Alfie W, John B, Jem B, Anna P,
Martha W

Cottenham Bake Off!

During this term Miss Braysher organised a baking competition to celebrate the European Day of
Languages. Students baked something at home that came from/represented a country in Europe or
elsewhere in the world. We were really impressed with the pictures that students submitted of their
cooking!

2 - Year 11 - Kalila

3 - Year 8 - Rachel H

4 - Year 8 - Elanor R

5 - Year 7 - Charlotte S

6 - Year 8 - Suzannah G

Inter-house Christmas Card Competition 2021 - Winning entries

Congratulations to Hannah W, Josh G, Olivia P and Amelia F on their winning designs for the inter-house
Christmas card competition! Special mention goes to the shortlisted students: Peggy I, Callum Ml and
Amelia B. Well done to all who took part.

7 - Hannah W

8 - Josh G

9 - Olivia P

10 - Amelia F

Science Rocks!

The science department went out to local feeder schools during the first half term, to give primary
students the opportunity to apply their knowledge of the rock cycle to physical specimens in front of
them. They turned rock detectives to figure out the type and name of each rock in front of them. Whilst
regulations have limited our outreach programme for the second half of this term, we will be back in
local primary schools as soon as we are allowed.

11 - Rock detective

County Cross Country Event

Mr Purser took a group of our CVC students out to the county cross country event. The students did
really well and enjoyed the day. We had some surprisingly positive results from the Y7 and Y8 boys (who
are not usually runners!) and have made it through to the next round in January.
Students who have qualified to represent the Cambridge district at the district cross country event,
which is on Sat 15th January:
Year 9:
Weronika M - 6th Place (Weronika's main sport is swimming)
Isabel B 9th Place (Isabel's main sport is football)
Kyle M 9th Place
Year 7:
Oscar K - 6th Place
Henry J - 7th Place
Jack D - 10th place
None of the year 7 boys or the year 9 girls are runners. For these 5 students this is quite a remarkable
achievement!
Special mention to the year 8's because they had to run against year 9's as well, Eddie B was 30th, well
done Eddie!
Final mention to the year 8 & 9 girls, whose race was last. Not only did they have to wait around in the
cold for the longest, but they also had to run in the rain!

Well done to all 42 students from year 7 to 11 who took part.

Living Sport Colour Run

Living Sport organised a Colour Run Event for the first time this year at Milton Country Park. It is
designed to support students transitioning from Primary to Secondary school, supporting them to
improve their confidence and social interactions.
Students had a good time cycling to make smoothies and had the opportunity to try out table tennis and
the fitness bus before finishing with a run. The run was 3K, and all the students were keen to get
started! Around the course were stations that threw a different coloured paint powder at them. It was a
great event to be part of, and the students loved participating.

Bee Netball Tournament

During this term, Cottenham Village college hosted a Bee Netball tournament for our local Primary
schools. Nine teams attended, including teams from Willingham and Cottenham Primary schools. It was

their first tournament in a couple of years and all students did exceptionally well and enjoyed the event!
Shout out to Zara from Year 11 who was an absolute star and helped to run and umpire the games with
Mrs Meeds.

12 - 9 teams attended from local primary schools including Willingham and Cottenham Primary.

Year 7 Rugby Team

The year 7 boys had their first fixture, representing Cottenham Village College
The team put in a fantastic display of rugby, demonstrating their newly developed skills by showing
great tackling in defence and supporting the runner when in attack. This allowed the team to pass the
ball well and keep searching for the spaces in the Impington defence. Initially, the team were a bit slow
to support the player when they were tackled and so Cottenham were losing easy possession in the
ruck, at the breakdown. After the first quarter, we discussed the importance of how we should support
the player when they are tackled and set ourselves a target of getting 1-2 players to the ruck, which led
to Cottenham keeping possession for longer and also scoring two good tries. All students continued to
tackle with enthusiasm and support the runners in attack which enabled the team to secure their first

success, when wearing Cottenham Village College colours. After such a great team effort, Cottenham
won their first fixture 20-10.
Look out for further year 7 match reports later in the academic year.
Mr Purser - Head of Year 7

Year 9 and 10 Girls Rugby

On Wednesday this week, a group of Year 9 and Year 10 girls participated in a rugby tournament at
Shelford Rugby Club...and won! Congratulations to: Evie M, Lily E, Aiden S, Charlotte S, Rachel R, Lily D,
Lucia B, Maggie M

Community participation - Remembrance Sunday

It was an honour and a privilege to see our student leaders represent the college at the Remembrance
Sunday services in Cottenham and WIllingham.
Mrs Goudie and Miss Parker

WAY YOUTH CLUB

Way Youth Club will be open for four days over the Christmas holidays. They will be serving up free hot
food along with lots of sports, arts and crafts and fun party games.
Monday 20th Dec 11.30am - 2.30pm
Tuesday 21st Dec 11.30am - 2.30pm
Weds 22nd Dec 11.30am - 2.30pm
Thurs 23rd Dec 11.30am - 2.30pm
To book a place please email Caroline.waterbeachway@gmail.com by Friday 17th Dec with the name
and age of your child and if they receive free school meals.
Thanks to funding from the Government HAF Scheme, Waterbeach Parish Council and The Garfield
Weston Foundation, admission is totally free although priority bookings will be given to children who
receive free school meals.

Parent Forum

Thank you to all those parents, guardians, and carers attened our first Parent Forum of this academic
year! The feedback was valuable and our next Forum (due to take place next half term) will focus on our
behaviour policy. The date of the next forum will be confirmed at the start of next half term; however if
you would like to attend please send an email to Nadine.Malcolm@astreacottenham.org

Key dates and events

•

Tuesday 4 January 2022: Staff Training Day

•

Wednesday 5 January 2022: Term begins for students

Reminder for student absences

Please report a student absence each day the student is absent.
Our preferred method for parents to report an absence is by using the Astrea Parent App. Instructions
of how to download the Parent App can be found on Astrea Trust's website.
If you cannot access the Parent App, please email attendance@astreacottenham.org
If you do not have access to the Parent App or email, please telephone Mrs Phipps at the college (01954
288 762).

Contact us

Cottenham Village College
High Street,
Cottenham,
Cambridge
CB24 8UA
01954288944
office@astreacottenham.org

Visit us on the web at www.astreacottenham.org
Follow us on Twitter @CottenhamVC and Facebook @Cottenham Village College

