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Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been a real privilege to be Interim Principal this term, and as we come to the end of one the busiest
terms I can recall, I know I will miss being in this role come next term. After 25 years at Cottenham Village
College, I take up a new role with our multi-academy trust in September as Director of Teaching, which will
see me work with the college if not always at the college, so I am very much looking forward to continuing
working with the wonderful community that is ‘CVC’ in this new post. We have, as a college, achieved a lot
this term, particularly with regards to the Teacher-Assessed Grades for Year 11. In the context of the ongoing
Covid-19 restrictions, the pupils and staff have shown real determination, adaptability and resilience. This has
all been possible because we are served by a highly supportive and collaborative community of parents, pupils
and staff. Thank you for all for your support.
In my final assembly to pupils this week, I reflected on 25 years at Cottenham and considered what had
changed and what had stayed the same. What stood out to me was that, whether the college has worked with
the local authority or in an academy trust, whether GCSEs have been graded with As to Gs or 9s to 1s, it has
remained a friendly, positive and calm place to work and learn. It retains a strong ethos around being a
‘community college’, which binds many local schools and their communities together. The college continues
to be fully inclusive place; we are ambitious in our curriculum and in the aspirations for all pupils, whatever
their background and starting point. Pupils will continue to leave as happy, well-motivated and well-qualified
individuals.
Before long, we hope, the adversity and challenge of the past 18 months will be in the past, things will return
to ‘normal’, and CVC will seem largely unchanged and unaffected. We look forward to re-starting the extracurricular opportunities that I, like so many pupils, have enjoyed taking part in over the years, such as trips to
Boulogne or Berlin, visits to the Globe Theatre, ski trips, activities week, sponsored walks, sports days, the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, school productions and much, much more. There is much that I will miss
about working here that I hope pupils will no longer have to miss out on. I know staff can’t wait to get fully ‘up
and running’ again.
Of course, what I will really miss is working with the pupils in the classroom, day-in-day-out, teaching history.
To my Year 10 class: sorry I will not get the chance to see you through to Year 11, but be reassured that there
are two great new history teachers joining the college from September, along with new staff in a range of
subjects and roles, so you’ll be fine (nevertheless, I’ll get an opportunity to come and check in on you!).

The college intends, depending on government guidance, to return to more ‘normal’ school routines from
September, such as being in subject-based classrooms rather than year-group zones for teaching and learning
and having a simplified, single lunchtime. Staff also look forward to meeting the new Year 7 cohort, who will
join us, along with Year 11, for an induction day before the majority of pupils return to school. Please see
details below about the start of term for 2021-2022. For Year 11 next year, the college has secured additional
funding to be able to provide an extensive range of additional tuition and support that will help support them
in their final year at Cottenham. I know I speak for all staff in saying that we will be doing all we can to support
pupils next year.
Before then, pupils need and deserve a well-earned break and a chance to catch up with friends and family
that they may not have seen for some time. I would like to take this last opportunity to thank all parents and
pupils for their support this term and over the years and to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday.
Best wishes,
Geraint Brown

KEY NOTICES:
Covid testing over the summer and start of autumn term
As we move to step 4 on the 19th July ‘21, Government recommendation is that, in order to minimise
disruption to students at the end of the summer term, it is important that students continue regular testing
during the summer break where possible. Lateral flow testing kits are readily available from pharmacies or can
be ordered online for home delivery.
The Department for Education has asked that schools conduct on-site testing for Covid-19 in September, with
students tested twice in school prior to a return to home testing for the rest of September.
The initial test will take place on a student’s first day back at school with a second test later that same week.

First day of term
Monday 6th September will be the first day of school for Year 7 and Year 11. Pupils need to be on site ready to
be in form time by 8.45am. Years 8, 9 and 10 will start on Tuesday 7th September. The timings of the school
will remain as they have for this year but there will not be a staggered lunchtime.
The timings of the school day are:
Form time
Period 1
Period 2
Break
Period 3
Period 4
Lunch
Period 5
Buses depart
After school sessions and clubs finish
Second buses depart

08.45-09.05
09.05-10.05
10.05-11.05
11.05-11.25
11.25-12.25
12.25-13.25
13.25-14.05
14.05-15.05
15.15
16.00
16.10

The Government requires all pupils to take two lateral flow tests upon their return to school. For years 7 and
11 this will take place on Monday 6th September and Thursday 9th September. Years 8, 9 and 10 will take their
first lateral flow test on Tuesday 7th September and Friday 10th September. We will be in touch in early
September with further details on testing arrangements.
Uniform
As we are now at the end of the school year, we wanted to take this opportunity to remind you of our
expectations of uniform in preparation for any new purchases which may be made over the summer break.
Below is a link to the recent uniform letter which has been sent out. Please note that no changes have been
made to our current school uniform requirements.

Uniform 2122.docx

CVC Lockdown Anthology
It is our absolute delight to share our second ‘Lockdown Anthology’, representing the creative work of this
academic year and much of it from the period of lockdown at the start of 2021. It is becoming an annual
tradition to collect, edit, collate and celebrate the fantastic work of our pupils. We could not be prouder of
these achievements, and we hope you enjoy reading and admiring the range of offerings and pieces included.
In particular, we would like to thank Mr Langley who has, once again, put a huge amount of work into
coordinating and producing this collection.
https://www.astreacottenham.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Lockdown-anthology-2.pdf

Sports Days
Although it was not possible to have a full ‘Activities Week’ this year It was great to see how well pupils
responded to a superb week of Sports Days across Year 7-10 run by the PE team. Each year group had a
fabulous time and the competition between the Houses was fierce and extremely close this year. It was
wonderful to see so many pupils taking part and support their peers in each event. There was a real team
spirit and it really was a day to reflect on why being part of our community at Cottenham Village College is so
special. Thanks should go to Mrs Meeds and her PE team who went above and beyond to put on a full week of
events for every year group in the school.

Business Visitor - Kameo Recruitment
Sharon Livermore, founder of Kameo Recruitment in Cambridge, provided an inspirational talk with the Year
10 Business pupils this term. She talked about what it's like to start your own business, the unpredictability of
running a company, (especially during a pandemic), and how to be a resilient, caring, and adaptable
entrepreneur. She ended her talk with an 'ask anything' Q&A session, where our Year 10s queried her on an
abundance of business-related questions.

House Mural by Cottenham Village College Resident Artist
Prior to Christmas, Katie approached Mr Purser (Head of Year 9) and Mrs Starr (Head of Art) with an idea of
painting a mural at school. Mr Purser and Mrs Starr came up with the concept of creating a mural that
represented the four different houses within school by following the colours that represent each house,
Green for Bronte, Red for Hargreaves, Yellow for Sanger and Blue for Turing.
The mural is located in a key focal point in the school, the canteen. This enables all Cottenham Village College
Students to see this fantastic piece of Art. We hope that current and future students will enjoy it for years to
come as well as visitors to the school. We also hope that the mural inspires younger students to develop a
passion for Art too.
Mr Purser and Mrs Starr would like to thank Katie for her hours of dedication to create this wonderful piece of
artwork.
Mr Purser (Head of Year 9) & Mrs Starr (Head of Art and Design).

Silver Shine Awards
Here are this year's hard-working group of Year 7 students who have dedicated hours of their free time to take part in
different activities in order to complete their Silver Shine Awards.
Students have embarked on a range of pursuits to complete their award. Here are some examples of these. As part of
their award, students had to raise a minimum of £20 for charity. In nearly all cases students raised in excess of
£100. However, having been inspired by the fund-raising efforts of Sir Captain Tom Moore, we have had one student
raise in excess of £1000 for running every day for thirty consecutive days.
Another student has raised over £900 for carrying out his first triathlon. We have had students work together to raise in
excess of £600 and £500 pounds. Some of the charities who have benefitted from these fantastic, fund-raising efforts
have been; Cancer Research, Marie Curie, Mind, The Stroke Association, Dementia UK, and 1 student used her fundraising efforts to sponsor a child in Uganda.
We also have several students in Year 8 and Year 9 complete their Gold and Platinum Shine awards carrying out similar
activities and raising valued funds for further worthy charities.
Mr Purser (SHINE Co-ordinator and Head of Year 9).

Duke of Edinburgh Awards
It has been a busy year for DofE at Cottenham Village College despite the pandemic this year. With the
government slowly lifting restrictions, we have had the opportunity to offer our students the chance to
continue their Duke of Edinburgh awards and complete their expeditions. For many of our students, this has
been a welcome change from the isolation of the recent lockdown, and it seems safe to say that they have
enjoyed completing their expeditions and walking in their teams across the countryside in the midst of a year
when not a lot else has been possible.
As always, it has been invaluable to see our students developing outside of the classroom and we are proud of
the progress they have made between their first training sessions until their final expedition. As well as the
usual key skills of navigation, orienteering, and teamwork – we have seen students flourish in terms of
maturity and resilience over another year filled with covid related complications.
This year, we thought it would be good to do a summary of the year in numbers – so here we are! Between
September 2020 and July 2021, we have:
Run the award across 3 year groups (9s, 10s, and 11s)

Run 8 DofE weekends between training (2), practices (3), and the assessed (3).
Taken a total of 78 students out on Expedition. (67 Bronzes, 11 Silvers)
4 Fully Completed Silver Awards
A cumulative 6495 kilometres walked by CVC students between training, practice, and assessed.
Approximately 500 miles covered by supervising staff in the minibus
A minimum of 74 boil in the bag meals
A minimum of 286 hours volunteered so far (volunteering sections completed)
All in all, massive thank you to the staff this year who helped to make this happen, and a HUGE
congratulations to the Expedition groups of 2020-21 in the completing of their expeditions in such strange and
challenging times.

Year 6 Primary Visits
Although it was a real shame that the day visits could not go ahead for the Year 6 pupils, the Transition team
were delighted to visit Cottenham Primary School, Willingham Primary School and Waterbeach Primary School
last week to do a Q&A session and hand out the ‘getting to know you’ booklets. We also created a welcome
video which you can view here. We are looking forward to welcoming the new Year 7s in September to start
their CVC journey.

Term Dates

