Cottenham Village College

Newsletter
Issue 18– Autumn 2020
18th December 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you for your support throughout 2020 and for the new academic year so far. It has been a year that we
could never have imagined, that life for us all would have changed so quickly. Our students and staff at CVC
have been outstanding and they are to be congratulated for their hard-work, commitment and
resilience. Students have adapted so well to the new ways of education, remote learning, teachers teaching
whilst socially distancing, following the new safety and behaviour rules to keep us all safe as well as having online parent evenings. It was good to see so many of you in Year 8 and 11 accessing SchoolCloud for our
parents’ evening. Thank you for the positive feedback that you have provided, and it was so good to hear how
effective our parents’ evening system has been so far this academic year.
This academic year, we have modified our usual face-to-face activities and provided on-line presentations for
important events such as Year 10 and 11 Examination Information Evenings, Year 6 Open Evening
and the Class of 2020 Awards Evening. Please do take the time to watch our on-line Christmas concert and we
do hope you enjoy the performances. Thank you to Miss Manser and all the students involved for providing us
with a quality musical event, as music and the arts are so important in enriching our lives. My thanks also goes
to Mr Holt for editing and creating the performance. We do hope you enjoy the virtual Christmas concert. This
will be available on Thursday evening on our website. This term, due to COVID-19 constraints our musical
events have been restricted, but we were fortunate to have a musical performance by Beatrice (Year 9) and
Heather (Year 10) who played The Last Post to mark Armistice Day; please see page 8 for more
information. Well done to both of them for playing so well at such an important event.
Overall this term, students’ conduct and work ethic have been excellent. Our expectations for outstanding
behaviour continue to be high, so that outcomes for each pupil may also be exceptional. Students’ positive
desire for learning has been evident every day of the term and we are pleased to see the efforts that they are
making as they endeavour to meet expectations in all subject areas. Our expectations for behaviour also
remain very high and please note that from January 2021 we do have a new detention system in place, please
read the letter sent on 7th December if you haven’t already. By having this new system in place enables leaders
to have a greater presence at lunchtime in social areas, which reduces the opportunity for unwanted student
behaviour at this time.
This term elected to role was Will Hurworth (Head Boy) and Amelie Harding (Head Girl), the students and staff
voted them into the Junior leadership roles in October 2020. Since then, they have elected their deputies
– Tyler Marheineke and Susannah Lowes, and also their Junior Leadership Team (JLT). This term we
have trained our KS3 anti-bullying ambassadors and they will work with our students to address
this important area for improvement. Last year we created a confidential service for our students – Report a
Concern - which is available via our website for them and parents / carers to raise any behaviour
concern. Please do use this if you need to, we are here to support and help.

Since the Ofsted inspection, we have been diligent in ensuring students know where to report any concern to,
each year group are now in their own discrete area and the student feedback is very favourable about this
approach. From January 2021, we will have Heads of Year leading the behaviour and pastoral education: Mr
Holt is Key Stage 3 Progress Leader and oversees Year 7, Mr Need is Head of Year 8, Mr Purser is Head of Year
9 and Mrs Cockrill is the behaviour and pastoral co-ordinator for the key stage. For key stage 4 Mr Abbott is
the Progress Leader and oversees Year 11, Mr Kirby is Head of Year 10 and Mrs Stearn is the Behaviour and
Pastoral Co-ordinator. If you need to speak to a member of staff about your child, please contact their form
tutor, head of year and pastoral co-ordinator. As we progress through this academic year, we will be
sharing the progress around the Ofsted improvement areas at the Parent Forum. These are scheduled to take
place at 6pm on:
•
•

Wednesday 3rd February 2021
Thursday 10th June 2021

More details on how you access this remotely will be shared nearer the time.
This term, despite unprecedented times, we have provided some additional curricular and extra-curricular
opportunities for our students. Thank you to the staff at CVC for being so willing and enthusiastic about
finding these opportunities for our pupils and for leading them. I am very appreciative of all their hard work
and dedication both in their lessons and beyond the classroom.
Thank you for your support in keeping standards high in terms of uniform. Overall, the uniform
is excellent, and our students look smart. We continue to keep our impressive standards and feel very
strongly that high expectations in all areas of school life ultimately leads to the best possible outcomes for
our students. Included in this, is our continuing policy on not allowing mobile phones in college (unless they
are handed in to Year Co-ordinators, as is current practice). Thank you again for your continued support to
uphold high standards across the college.
This term we say ‘farewell’ to one member of staff: Mrs Ramilo, Teacher of Modern Foreign Language. Mrs
Ramilo has been with us for 4 years and I would like to thank her for all her hard work and dedication to
the college. We very much wish Mrs Ramilo every success in the future. In January 2021, Ms Bishop will
be teaching in the Modern Foreign Languages department. We are delighted she is joining us, and we are
looking forward to her being a part of the CVC team.
Finally, I hope that you enjoy some quality time with family, friends and loved ones over the holiday
period albeit socially distanced of course! Please do stay safe and stay healthy.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
We look forward to seeing all the students on Tuesday 5th January 2021.
Best wishes,

Helen Cassady
Principal

Maths Challenge
There have been over 1000 hours of homework logged onto Hegarty Maths, with 20 students
completing over 7 hours of learning so far. Each of these students has received a Head of Faculty
Award and 5 SHINE points for this. Plenty more students have received a Head of Faculty Award for
their excellent work in Maths over the term so far, with approximately 30 students in each year
group receiving 5 SHINE points for their perseverance, hard-work and engagement in mathematics
– who through their aspirations and endeavours are flourishing.
On the subject of students who are flourishing, congratulations to students in Year 10 and 11 for
participating in the Senior Maths Challenge. They attained 1 Gold Certificate, 3 Silver Certificates
and 20 Bronze Certificates, great work! Particular praise should go to Will who qualified for the
Senior Kangaroo.
For information:
•
•

The Intermediate Maths Challenge (years 9 to 11) is on 1st February
(https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/intermediate-mathematical-challenge-paper)
The Junior Maths Challenge (years 7 and 8) is on 26th April
(https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/junior-mathematical-challenge-paper)

Duke of Edinburgh in a Lockdown World
The last year has seen a great change in many of the things that we do, and a halting of a lot of
extra-curricular activities for students. Certainly, this was the case during the first lock down when
students were not in school at all, and unfortunately, it appears to have largely remained the case
after we have all come back in September – with most afterschool clubs being academic in nature
rather than sport or interest based.
This has not been the case for DofE at Cottenham Village College. With
students completing their expedition training in March, prior to the
lockdown, the initial restrictions placed on the country may have prevented
any expeditions from taking place – but for many of our students it offered
an opportunity to make excellent progress on their other sections. Using
their allotted hour of exercise a day, many took up running or cycling as
activities that not only kept them fit and active, but also that fulfilled the
physical section of their award. We have even had a student complete a 24hour wheelchair journey in training for a charity push to Amsterdam next
year – not only fulfilling her Physical but also raising money for a good cause.

Likewise, in order to progress their skill sections we have had students
submit section evidence on varied activities ranging from graffiti (all legal
we hasten to add – with the use of officially designated locations dedicated
to graffiti art) to baking and sewing. Volunteering was perhaps the most
affected section by the first lockdown, but again, our young people adapted
where necessary and made use of the wide range of online volunteering
opportunities suggested on the DofE website. This has included counting
seals and penguins via Zooniverse (as part of real and ongoing science
research), to identifying bacteria, and helping to map remote areas in the
world on Missing Maps.
With such strong commitment to the completion of other sections, it was our good fortune and
privilege to provide a practice expedition for our Bronze students (on the 10 th - 11th of October
2020), and a training and practice for our Silver
(on the 26th-27th of September and the 3rd - 4th
October respectively). These were done in line
with government guidance in September and
October, unfortunately sacrificing the camping
element (although tents were still put up and
packed away) and making the use of boil in the
bag meals mandatory. Students for Bronze and
Silver were still required to plan their own routes
from start to end points using footpaths were
possible, and then on the day of the expedition
they walked routes of around 18-20 kilometres
carrying full camping and personal kit as they will hopefully be doing for their assessed expeditions.
During their expedition days students demonstrated excellent navigational skills, adeptness with
map and compass, and a good understanding of camp craft - including cooking on Trangia stoves
(the old fashioned ones mind!) while out on their walk or when they had reached their end points.
Despite restrictions, it seems safe to say that these expeditions were well received by not only our
students, but also the parents and carers of the participants this year who remarked that at a time
when “everything seems to be being cancelled,”
students were
still able to complete their
expeditions. During this strange lockdown limbo, it was
perhaps even easier to see the vast benefits that these
expeditions offer students outside of the classroom. Our
young people seemed to thrive even more than usual
when given this now rare chance to work as part of a
team, take on a challenge, and enjoy just being outside
whilst walking across the countryside of Cambridgeshire.
For the wider community as well it seemed well
received, with some onlookers remarking with a grin
“Look! It’s a DofE walking group!” in surprise as they pointed at our brightly dressed walkers as
though they had spotted a now rare species of wildlife.

Our students had the following comments to offer when asked how they have found doing DofE
this year amongst all its challenges:
Lola – Year 10 (Bronze)
“Over lockdown it was stressful trying to change and complete sections, but it has been a good
learning experience to work independently”
Julia – Year 10 (Bronze)
“Volunteering has been hard, but the physical and skill have been doable. We have had lots of
support. The expedition was enjoyable!”
Sienna – Year 10 (Bronze)
“It was not what I had originally
planned as I had to change many of
my sections to ones I could do online,
but I have really enjoyed doing it. I
really enjoyed the practice even
though we could only do one day and
couldn’t camp.”
George – Year 11 (Silver)
“Silver has been a great extension for the Bronze. After completing Bronze, I knew I wanted to go
further. Covid has made the sections harder but you just have to be more creative with it. The
expedition was as expected despite Corona, and it still felt like a complete experience what was
beneficial. I am looking forward to the final!”
After an intense month of back-to-back weekend expeditions with our various Silver and Bronze
groups (for which we are incredibly grateful to the staff who helped to make it happen), we now
look forward to the chance of providing our students with the opportunity to complete their
Assessed Expeditions in the summer when restrictions will have hopefully been relaxed or lifted
completely. In the meantime, we find ourselves reminded of the true value that a scheme like Duke
of Edinburgh can have for our students.
Geoffrey Kirby (Expedition Leader)
Helen Scully (DofE Leader)

Spanish Exchange
The Year 9 Spanish class took part in a cultural exchange with a Spanish school, Colegio Cambrils.
They talked about English and Spanish food and are looking forward to our next virtual meeting in
which they will learn about Christmas celebrations in both countries.

Mock Interviews:
Twelve students were offered the opportunity for a mock interview with volunteers from
AstraZeneca. The interviews took place in a virtual setting with some students in school and others
from home. Students embraced the opportunity and conducted themselves in a mature and
professional way. The feedback that we received from AstraZeneca was heart-warming and worth
sharing:
The students are an absolute credit to their college and their determination and positive attitudes
during a pandemic is truly remarkable. It has been a day none of us will forget and we are all on a
high.
We hope to be able to organise more virtual events such as these in the future now that we are
becoming accustomed to the new technology.

Post 16 Applications
Year 11 students have been attending virtual events, reading prospectuses, researching courses,
and writing personal statements in preparation for applying to their preferred sixth form centre(s)
for September 2021.
Many students have attended 1-1 careers guidance both face to face and virtually, as circumstances
dictated. Tutors have been monitoring students to help them meet our internal deadline of 7
December.
We will continue to support their application process by adding references and projected grades
and ensuring students are ready to 'submit' by the final deadline of 12 January. Letters are being
sent out to parents giving more details about this.

Library Week
During library week, Year 7 received little fiction libraries for their form rooms.
This included dyslexia friendly books from Barrington Stoke.

Computer Science & Business News
KS4 iMedia – photography
The new photography unit has started, and the iMedia/IT pupils are developing their
portfolios. After learning about shutter speed, aperture and ISOs, the pupils have started clicking
and seeing the world through a different lens. The use of SLR cameras and tripods are courtesy
of Willingham Trust funding (thank you!).

Dynamic Duo
Mr Holt and Mr Morson have (unwittingly) become our Microsoft Teams experts this term! Here
they are kindly giving up a few hours of their time after-school to train several Astrea schools across
the country. They are always happy to answer your Teams-related questions. For pupils who are
unsure how to use Teams at home, there are 'how-to' videos which can be found on the school
website: https://www.astreacottenham.org/pupils-too/

Year 9 - IT in Business
This term, the Year 9s spent several weeks learning how to set up and market their own
business. Pupils learnt new business concepts such as Marketing the 4Ps, and to start thinking like
an entrepreneur. They created a business plan and designed a cash-flow forecast for their
company, which was to sell products in a local market stall. In order to start-up, pupils had to pitch
their idea to the Dragons' Den and hope to secure investment. Some examples of memorable
business ideas include:
•
•
•
•
•

Say Cheese stall - slogan: 'Couldn't Be Feta!' - Ed S.
Super Sushi stall - Jacob W.
Go Back to Vintage clothing stall - Bea H.
Moo's Milkshake - Finley H.
The Vegi-Deli - slogan: 'Vegi-Deli in my belly' - Dex M.

SEN News:
In the craziest of years, the SEN department have continued to support students both in and out of
the classroom.
Changes to restrictions mean that we can now start both group & 1:1 interventions for all years.
After Christmas, this will include a lunchtime homework club with a different year group allocated a
day. There will also be a weekly after school homework club where all years can attend following
guidelines. In addition, we are starting core subject sessions during Tutor Time. These sessions are
aimed at Key Stage 3 students only and will be run by TAs. Again, each year will have a separate day
to attend. We are also restarting some of our cognitive behavior therapy sessions with some of our
students on a 1:1 basis.
Thank you so much for your support during this term. We have tried incredibly hard to keep
on supporting students in as many ways as we possibly can, but as I am sure you can be aware, the
situation we are in does present itself with lots of challenges to enable these interventions to take
place.
We thought it would be a good idea to take this opportunity to address some common
misconceptions regarding what we can and cannot do as a department:
• We cannot make a formal diagnosis of dyslexia, autism, or any other condition. The testing
we can do will only provide evidence of traits. There are 2 ways to gaining a diagnosis. You can
go through a process called an Early Help Assessment (EHA) that we, at school, can start for you,
but this does take some time. Alternatively, you could get a private diagnosis.
• The school supports a strategy called Quality First Teaching which means high
quality inclusive teaching together with our continuous whole school processes for assessing,
planning, implementing, tracking, monitoring, and reviewing your child's progress.
Teachers will consider all students needs and difficulties.
• For all students on our SEN register (and a couple where information is needed to be passed
on to teachers) we have Strategy Sheets that are used as a live document which teachers refer
to gaining information on the student concerned and strategies that can be used to support
them.
If you would like further guidance or support, please refer to https://www.pinpointcambs.org.uk/ which is an organisation run by parents for parents to support anyone that believes
their child has an SEN. They run support sessions, have useful links to a wide range
of organisations & resources that can also offer support.
From all the staff in the SEN Department, we wish you a healthy and peaceful Christmas.

Conference Day:
December 3rd saw the whole community at CVC take part in our first whole-school Conference Day
this academic year. COVID restrictions did not stop us from putting on a host of varied sessions for
pupils in all year groups covering vital aspects of the PSHE curriculum. Highlights included Year 7
learning about ‘journaling’ and creating their own journals to help them stay organised, Year 8
playing ‘The Real’ Game’, a simulation game which invited them to make a series of decisions that
will impact the life of their characters in the game and reflect on the consequences of those
decisions, and Year 9 focusing on the concept of diversity.
Year 10 and 11 had the opportunity to reflect on what makes effective revision, and how to
distinguish between revision activity that keeps them busy from revision activities that will really
support their learning by transferring knowledge into their long-term memory. Year 11 were also

thinking about their ‘next steps’, preparing for applications to Sixth form colleges and life after
CVC.
Another strand to the day was aspects of our Relationships and Sex Education work across KS3 and
4. Pupils from Year 8 and 11 engaged well with age-related sessions appropriate to this theme.
Staff across the college remarked on the productive and mature atmosphere and the interest and
engagement of pupils in discussions across the day.
Please contact Mrs Goudie, your child’s Progress Leader or Mrs. Bussingham if you would like to
find out more about Conference Days.

Remembrance 2020:
The challenges that this term has brought only made our Cottenham Village College school
community more determined to mark Armistice Day. We wanted to ensure that we paid our
respects in a safe and socially distanced way, so we had to be a bit more creative than
usual. Members of our Year 11 Student Leadership Team accompanied Miss Cassady to lay a
wreath at the Cottenham War Memorial on 11 November on behalf of the whole school
community. Our usual 2 minutes silence at 11.00 a.m. was accompanied this year by the Last Post,
played from our Millennium Garden, by Beatrice (Year 9) and Heather (Year 10). It was a very
moving and powerful way for our school community to come together in a shared act of
remembrance, particularly when it is so difficult for us to come together in the same physical space
this year.

Term Dates 2021-2022 Academic Year

Autumn Term 2021
Monday 6th September 2021:

first day of term

Thursday 7th October 2021:

early closure at 12.30pm for Open Evening

Half term: 25th October to 29th October 2021 inclusive
Friday 17th December 2021:

last day of term; early closure at 12.30pm

Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 5th January 2022:

first day of term

Half term: 14th to 18th February 2022 inclusive
Friday 1st April 2022:

last day of term

Summer Term 2022
Tuesday 19th April 2022:

first day of term

May-day bank holiday:

Monday 2nd May 2022

Half term: 30st May to 3rd June 2022 inclusive
Friday 22nd July 2022:

last day of term

Training days for school staff will be held on:
Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd September 2021
Friday 8th October 2021
Monday 4th January 2022.

PE News:
Students all competed in the Cross Country and Outdoor Education House challenges with the
following results:

In the Cross country competition, which covers 2.2km the year group winners were:
Year 7: Girls

Year 7 Boys

KLM – Mia Smith in a time of 10.07

Rocco Celentano in a time of 9.35

RST – Kitty Campkin in a time of 9.35

Eddie Bowstead in a time of 8.59

Year 8 Girls

Year 8 Boys

KLM – Jessica Jaczyk in a time of 9.36

Kyle Molloy in a time of 7.57

RST – Isabel Beeson in a time of 9.13

Jasper Miller in a time of 8.19

Year 9 Girls

Year 9 Boys

KLM – Savannah Bull in a time of 10.51

Rhys Steere in a time of 8.31

RST – Evie Mills in a time of 10.48

James Evans in a time of 9.37

Year 10 Girls

Year 10 Boys

P – Olivia Morris in a time of 10.46

Adam Bearpark in a time of 7.57

Q – Tabs Tawbarghi in a time of 12.35

Joe Hood in a time of 8.49

