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19th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Last night the Government announced that all schools are to close at the end of Friday 20 March, except for 
children of key workers and vulnerable children.  
  
At this stage we don't know how long the closure will be for, but we are working on the assumption that it 
may be for some time. We will, of course, keep you updated but to help our planning, please can we ask that 
you complete the following form for us to indicate whether you are a key worker. Please return this to us 
by 9am Friday 20th March 2020 at student services, in person or via 
email: studentservices@astreacottenham.org 

  
If both parents/carers or the sole parent/carer in your household are key workers, your child should come 
to school unless you have to isolate yourselves as a household.  If any parent or carer in the household is 
not a key worker, he or she is able to stay at home and look after the child – your child should, therefore, 
stay at home with you unless he or she is deemed to be vulnerable or has an EHCP.  This is because the 
purpose of the Government’s policy is to reduce social interactions – staying at home is one of the most 
effective ways of doing this.  
  
The Secretary of State for Education has also asked that schools remain open in some capacity during the 
Easter break for these children so that designated key workers can continue to fulfil their roles. We will give 
details of this provision to those families over the next few days.  
  
We will be doing everything possible to help minimise the disruption to learning for all our pupils. For those 
not coming into school, we will ensure that learning can continue.  
  
On Monday 23rd and 24th March 2020 Cottenham Village College Staff are finalising all the materials that will 
be placed onto Microsoft Teams.  To avoid Microsoft Teams being overwhelmed by the whole school 
community logging on at the same time, the work will be available at different times on the 
morning of Wednesday 25th March 2020:  
  

• Year 11: 9am  

• Year 10: 10am  

• Year 9: 11am  

• Year 8: 12pm  

• Year 7: 12.30pm  
  
Until then please continue to use the materials that were provided to you on Wednesday 19th March 2020:  
  

• Students to read between 1-2 hours a day using on line newspapers, articles, a book of their choice  

• To prepare revision notes on their subjects to consolidate knowledge  

• Using the revision booklet sent last Friday, click the link to Hegarty Maths and complete maths 
topics to embed knowledge  

• For indoor physical exercise please use YouTube where you can select a fitness programmes such as 
HITT, Pilates, yoga – please refer to the information sheet the PE department have provided   

 
Please note, if Microsoft Teams crashes we will place the work on Show My Homework and if that also runs 
into difficulty we will email the work to your child’s school email account.   
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Your child’s progress is important to us all and staff will be working hard, from where ever they are based, to 
support your child’s learning.  It may not, however, be possible to monitor your child’s learning in the same 
way as if they were in school. Staff will make it very clear when they set the work, if they require students to 
submit it and what feedback can be provided.      
  
These are unprecedented and challenging times but we are committed to your child's education through 
remote learning and through caring for those who will continue to attend school.   
  
We appreciate this is a very difficult and worrying time for everyone, and we appreciate your support and 
patience as we work through all the details.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Helen Cassady 
Principal 


