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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Friday was a positive day in the college and our students conducted themselves superbly, as we face challenging 
and unprecedented times. Thank you for your patience and on-going support whilst we put in place the 
necessary arrangements. 
 
Year 11 
The Department of Education has announced that they will ‘work with teachers to provide grades to students 
whose exams have been cancelled this summer’.  We are now required to ensure GCSE students are awarded a 
grade that fairly reflects the work that our students have put in.  We are required at this stage to take into 
account a range of evidence and data including performance on mock exams and non-exam assessment.  We 
are now waiting for clear guidance from Ofqual and exam boards on how to do this fairly and robustly and what 
the exact process is.  Once we have all the information, we will notify you. 
 
Here is the link to the Government’s announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-
on-exams-and-grades-announced. 
 
This week we have explained to Year 11 that they must continue with their learning, strengthen their 
knowledge by completing the work set by their teachers so they are ready for post 16 education and most 
importantly continuing to learn will prepare them for whatever they do next and for the future. Learning for 
learning's sake and not just an exam.  Our Staff at CVC will continue to set work for Year 11, as this is important 
and the Government has announced that students will have the option to sit an exam early next academic year 
if they wish.    
 
Please do stress, as we have done, that exams never capture everything about a young person and that 
developing such skills and values as personal resilience, care for others, teamwork, a thirst for knowledge and 
optimism are equally as important as any grade on a piece of paper.  And at this time, more than any other, 
such attributes are what our communities need and where our young people can play their part.  
 
Years 7-11 
As communicated to you in Thursday’s letter the work for your child will be available from Wednesday 25th 
March 2020 from the following times: 
 

• Year 11: 9am 

• Year 10: 10am  

• Year 9: 11am  

• Year 8: 12pm   

• Year 7: 12.30pm   
 

Over the coming weeks we will be in communication to your child via email and where it is needed welfare 
checks will be carried out for particular pupils.  However, if at any stage you are facing difficulties financially or 
with the welfare of yourself or your children, please do not hesitate to contact the school by emailing 
studentservices@astreacottenham.org   Safeguarding leads and senior staff are here to support you and if we 
cannot help, we can put you in touch with someone who can. 
 
For those students who will be in school on Monday 23rd March 2020, school will start at 8.50am as usual and 
finish at 3.10pm.  Food will be available for you to purchase at break and lunchtime. The buses will collect and 
drop-off in the usual way.  
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School trips and Activities Week 
School trips for the remainder of the year are very likely to be cancelled or at least postponed; once we have 
more certainty about the situation, we will contact you to arrange refunds as soon as possible, if we have not 
already done so.  For the time being, please do not make any further payments for Activities Week (13-17 July). 
We will either refund the costs, or ask for the remaining payments, once we know for definite whether the 
week can go ahead. Should you wish to cancel your child's place on any of the Activities Week residential trips in 
the meantime, please contact the school at lauren.rouse@astreacottenham.org 
 
Once we know when we can open the college for students to return, we will communicate to you via letter and 
place notices on our website and Facebook page.  We appreciate it is a very concerning and challenging time for 
us all.  We will do all that we can as a supportive community to ensure the best possible education and 
outcomes for the young people in our college.  Please keep yourself safe and look after each other.   
 
With very best wishes, 

 
Helen Cassady 
Principal 
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