
Year 11 Parents’ 
Information Evening 

Thursday 13th September



“Through aspiration and 
endeavour, we flourish”



What do the GCSE grades mean?

4 = Pass; 5 = ‘Good pass’



Yes
- More exams in the ‘linear’ system
- Increased demand on recall & memory 
- Aim is to be more competitive with 

countries with a world-class education 
system.  

No
- Similar proportion of students will achieve 

7-9 as achieved A*-A. Similar proportion of 
pupils will achieve 9-4 as achieved A*-C.

Are the new GCSEs harder?



Pupil-to-pupil advice
‘Start to revise earlier than I did! Do a little each day - what you remember builds up 
over time and is really worth doing.’

‘Put in more effort - no, really, actually put in more effort. Don't just think about it, 
or decide not to - do it! When I think what grades I could have achieved if I had 
actually done that. I did just okay, but I know others who didn't. It's worth it - do it!’

‘Actually - just get on with it! Do the revision - you can do more than you think you 
can if you just put the effort in!’

‘You can do better than you might think - but you need to realise this and do 
something about it. Now. Don't just assume you can't do well. If you really want to 
do your best, you'll have more chance of doing that - like me!’

‘Listen to the teachers! Surprisingly, they actually DO know what they are talking 
about!’



The Year Ahead

Mr J Abbott
Progress Leader (KS4)



KEY DATES (and pressure points)

OCTOBER - Thursday 11th: Post-16 Information Evening

NOVEMBER - Monday 12th: Mock Exams

DECEMBER - Monday 10th: Mock Exam Results Day

Thursday 13th: Parents Evening

FEBRUARY - Monday 25th: Second Mock Exams

MARCH - Monday 25th: Mock Exam Results Day

Thursday 28th: Parents Evening

MAY - Monday 13th: GCSE’s begin

JUNE - Friday 28th: Prom



Expectations and support

o Attendance: at least 95%

o Behaviour: positive points = passport to the end-of-year Prom. 

Negative points may mean the opposite

o Uniform: adhere to the policy

o Homework

o Learning opportunities: Revision sessions, intervention sessions and 

catch-up, asking for help, revision techniques 

and creating revision timetables

o Mentoring

o Work hard, be nice!



Talking about concerns:

○ With their subject teacher

○ With their tutor

○ With the pastoral support assistant (Mrs Scurll)

○ With their progress leader

○ With a trusted member of staff

○ With the school nurse



Careers Information, Advice 
and Guidance

Mrs H Scully



CAMBRIDGE AREA PARTNERSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS 
2018-2019

DATES EVENTS

21 September 2018
Assembly: introduction to the application process and 

www.ucasprogress.com

24/25 September 2018 Prospectuses & Information leaflets 

11 October 2018 Post 16 Information Evening (6.00 - 8.00pm.)

October/November 2018
Open Evenings at Post 16 Centres

One-to-one Guidance Interviews in school

08 November 2018 Conference Day ‘Life after CVC’

12 - 23 November 2018 Mock Exams

Monday 10 December 2018 Internal Application Deadline

Thursday 10 January 2019
DEADLINE for completed applications via UCAS progress 

system



Miss A Parker
(Head of English)



English - key information:

• Exam Board: AQA

• GCSE English Language (8700 – from 2017)

• GCSE English Literature (8702 – from 2017)

• English Language and Literature now have equal 
weighting

• Whichever grade is higher will be the one counted as a 
pupil’s ‘English’ result

• This means that either qualification can be used as the 
‘English’ grade for entry requirements to post-16

• The remaining qualification will also be counted as 
another and separate GCSE result



AQA English Literature GCSE

40%
Romeo and Juliet

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

60%
An Inspector Calls
Power and Conflict

Unseen



AQA English Language GCSE

FICTION 
PAPER – 50%

NON-FICTION 
PAPER – 50%



The English Mocks - November

• English Language

• 2 papers

• Equal weighting

• Each 1 hour 45 minutes

• Fiction – reading and writing section

• Non-fiction – reading and writing section



Resources
• Language

• TEXTS
• CGP revision guides, workbooks, practice papers

• CGP Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for GCSE Workbook

• ONLINE
• BBC Bitesize for SPaG and technical accuracy – go to English 

Language pages

• Literature
• TEXTS

• CGP revision guides workbooks, practice papers – on the plays, 
novels and poetry (anthology and unseen)

• York notes - both revision guides and workbooks with exam style 
questions

• BBC Bitesize – quizzes, summaries, videos

• Shmoop – quizzes, summaries, questions (in student speak)



What can I be doing to help with English study?
1. Encourage reading – the best way to succeed is to read, read, read

2. Read their Literature texts as well and discuss your ideas about the characters, 
themes and events with them

3. Regularly (once weekly) read a non-fiction article (comment, opinion, lifestyle) 
from a newspaper with your child and discuss it 

4. Encourage reading of short stories as well as novels

5. Get them to tell you how the content has been presented in a text – get them 
to teach you, they will retain so much

6. Develop their vocabulary further – through modelling your own language use 
or more formal exercises like a thesaurus challenge

7. Look at images/artwork/photographs – get your child to describe it to you 
using details, interesting vocabulary choices, the senses

8. Watch current affairs or the news and have a discussion with them about a 
contentious issue

9. Encourage your child to re-read and edit any work they produce at home –
they need to ‘spot’ their technical accuracy issues and correct them

10. Encourage their empathy skills – if they can identify with a character or 
situation they can write about it in their exam



What can they be doing to prepare well for English?
1. READ, READ, READ!

2. Re-read their Literature texts – know them inside out

3. Read non-fiction articles

4. Use revision guides, websites, quizzes

5. Learn the subject terminology

6. Have ‘poetry parties’ or set up FB pages for revision questions –
make it about discussion

7. Learn quotations – they can decorate their bedroom, the kitchen, 
the bathroom!

8. Create FB profiles or Twitter accounts for characters – allows 
them to understand them as a whole and empathise/understand 
actions

9. Practice exam questions in timed conditions

10. Write detailed plans to exam questions or opening paragraphs or 
sections of answers



Mrs D Reckless
(Head of maths)













Mrs F McCullagh
(Head of science)



Exam Board: Edexcel

Two routes offered at KS4:
• Separate Sciences 
• Combined Science

GCSE Science



Separate Sciences

• Students will receive 9-1 grades for each of 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs. The 
grade will depend on the tier entered.



Combined Science

• Foundation tier – for pupils aiming for 
grades 5 to 1

• Higher tier – pupils aiming for grades 9-4



Supporting Success in Science

1. Learn all the physics equations.

2. Know all the core practicals for each 
science subject- A booklet will be emailed 
to all pupils, providing information 
concerning all the required practicals, 
with video links and past paper questions.

3. Use the learning platform SENECA. Class 
teachers will email pupils, inviting them 
to join the learning platform that 
corresponds to the route in science they 
are following.

4. Try to complete exam style questions 
provided by teacher.

5. Making use of the Edexcel Revision Guides 
and practice answering the questions at 
the end of every page.



Recommended Revision Guides



Preparing for GCSE success: 
Effective revision

Mr G Brown
(Senior Assistant Principal)





















Revision guidance





Homework

Mrs K Goudie
(Assistant Principal)



Why is homework so important for 
Year 11?

• It can embed knowledge and support long term 
memory – vital for exams

• It can extend and develop knowledge of material 
covered in class

• It can enhance what is covered in class - looking at 
something in a different way or covering material 
from a new angle



Research suggests that completing homework 

adds over two years of schooling 

from Year 7-11.



What are the expectations for Year 11?

• An hour and a half of homework from Monday –
Friday

• No more than two hours in any one night 

• At pressure points, use some time at the weekend



How can parents support pupils’ work?

● Agree a routine for homework with your child. You might agree to start 

homework after a short break on return from school so that the evening is left 

free or you might agree the activities that will need to be planned around slots for 

homework;

● Be available to help and offer guidance (but not ‘do it for them’); this might 

include discussing some areas of learning to help check their understanding or 

helping them to revise by testing them, especially when they are preparing for 

assessments and exams;

● Ensure that homework is done regularly and in a timely way to avoid build-up. We 

know that many pupils take part in a number of different activities after school 

and in the evening, and we understand that this sometimes means managing the 

timing of homework carefully, including doing homework at the weekend. Please 

help them to maintain a sensible balance between social life, studying and other 

commitments;

● Look at the planner regularly to check homework is complete, read messages;

● Provide a calm, quiet space to complete homework, free from distractions such as 

TV, mobile phones or the internet.
KS4 Homework letter



What is ‘Show My 

Homework’ 



What is Show My Homework

Homework on your computer, phone 

and tablet! 

A to-do list organises all your work 

for you.

Helps you manage your homework 

from wherever you are.



How can ‘Show my 

Homework’ help me?



Keeping pupils’ homework organised

Keeps you up to date when pupils are away from school

Helps show you how much homework is set 

Sends pupils reminders for when homework is due

How Show My Homework can Help You

Allows  parents to see all  homework and help pupils to stay on 

track.



Homework Description 

Homework tasks are clearly laid 

out in Show My Homework with 

all the information you need to 

complete them.  Even on your 

phone!



Good luck to Y11

Miss H Cassady
Principal





90% attendance means that being absent the 
equivalent of half a day every week.

In one school year this means missing the 
equivalent of four whole weeks of school 

From Year 7 to 11 this would mean missing 
the equivalent of about half a school year

Attendance



Research suggests that 91% (17 Days) a year 
= 1 GCSE grade DROP in achievement 

The greater the attendance 
the greater the achievement

Attendance



Ordinary actions done 
consistently,

produce extraordinary results


