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Dear Parents/ Carers,
I am writing to thank you for your support this term and throughout this year, and to inform you of a few things as we
move into the new academic year.
It has been a fantastic year. The college celebrated its best ever GCSE results last August.
We have also had excellent preparation and conduct during the GCSE examinations, for which I want to congratulate and
thank the year 11 pupils. It was a great pleasure to celebrate their successes at the recent leavers’ prom. We have had a
very large number of staff comment on how they enjoyed and participated like comfortable adults, and were reflecting on
how they’d grown. I’m sure parents feel similar! I look forward to the results in August and while I know some pupils are
nervous, I know they did everything possible to achieve and hence we are very proud of them.
Once again we have had exceptionally high attendance at each of our parents’ evenings, at our music summer concert,
our art, design technology and vocational celebration, and at our parents’ forums. It really is a key reason behind much of
our success. Thank you.
Games Day was an excellent day. We had to delay for a day because of the weather, but it was fantastic to see the
pupils working collaboratively and very hard in competition. A great day was had by all.
At the most recent parents’ forum, we focussed on the curriculum and what parents can do in mathematics. We have
hence had parents’ forums focussed on English, mathematics and PE. I anticipate that this will continue, though many
parents asked for more time for general questions.
As I write, our year 10 pupils are midway through two weeks of work experience and I hope this is productive for them. I
look forward to the reports we hear back and know they will make us proud. I am certainly looking forward to visiting
those that are on my list.
In order to ensure that one hour of lessons means one hour of learning time, we have further increased expectations of
pupils’ conduct, sanctioning every single issue that compromises this.
This started with over fifty pupils in detention for not completing homework in January and was down to four today. Pupils
have really risen to the expectations.
As a result, events like last week’s Access to University assembly (where year 9 hosted students and staff from Wadham
College, Oxford University) are raising aspirations for our pupils.
I am also looking forward to seeing pupils participate in Activities Week, and will be visiting at least a couple of the
residentials. I remember visiting last year and reflecting on how Activities Week passes the “Anya test” - the idea that
what we do at CVC should be good enough for my own children and the maxim by which we decide on the quality of our
provision in many areas at CVC.
Uniform Reminders:
One of the most common frustrations we hear from parents is that other pupils appear not to be wearing the correct
uniform when we are enforcing it with their children. I promise you that we enforce the uniform with all pupils and we lend
uniform where necessary. Pupils who do not wear the required uniform have to work in isolation. If it appears that we are
strict, it is because we are, and we are strict with all pupils.
A reminder therefore that come September pupils will continue to be expected to be in black, polishable leather shoes
with no trainer branding (including no Lonsdale, Reebok, Adidas, Vans, Nike, Converse or any other trainer brand).
Please do not assume that because trainers are marketed as “suitable for school” that they are. Canvas style shoes –
that offer little protection from inclement weather or safety in more practical lessons – are not allowed.

Activities
Week 2016 If we judge there is an excess of make-up, we will ask that
environment (http://cvcweb.net/parental-information/uniform/).
In addition, jewellery, hair (and make-up in years 10 and 11), should be discreet, unobtrusive, and appropriate for a work
this is removed and we will confiscate offending items of jewellery. In years 7-9 no make-up is allowed at all.

Equipment Reminders:
Our pupils are very good at ensuring they are fully equipped for lessons at CVC. As a reminder, pupils need to be
equipped with:
 pens (blue/black and green), angle measurer (protractor), ruler, pair of compasses, pencils (HB), eraser,
notebook for rough work, coloured pencils, scientific calculator.
Other equipment useful to some students is listed below:
 pocket dictionary, pocket bi-lingual dictionary (French or German), A4 ring-bound art sketchbook, USB memory
stick
You will note the inclusion of a green pen as part of the equipment – this is regularly used to redraft or correct work
across the school and is hence a really helpful piece of essential equipment.
Staff Changes:
This summer we say goodbye to the following colleagues with our thanks for their huge contributions to the school: Dave
Bowen, Eleanor Carne, Megan Carter, Adam Daw, Kerry Frazer, Carl Goodey, Simon Holmes, Helena Honor, Jo
Hubbard, Laura Humpleby, Richenda Jaggard, Sonya Kirk, Josie Kitchiner, Katie Klavenes, Simon Lamb, Andrew
Lambley, Laura Lehtosalo, Rachel McCarthy, Zoe Parslow, Kasia Sagun, Pat Swanson, Daniela Thake.
The following staff are joining us from September:
Katharine Goudie (AHT - professional learning), Ryan Nash (AHT - pastoral), Claire Millett (English), Geoffrey Kirby
(English), Chris Garton (Maths), Marta Ramilo (MFL), Annabel Walley (MFL), Paul Bushen (Science), Jonathan Duddy
(DT), Jo Stark (Food Technology), Catherine Roth (RE), Julie Holmes (Science), Dina Adjali (Maths), Lucy Dumbrell (First
Aider/Administration), Rose Greener (Teaching Assistant).
We welcome back from maternity leave Sarah Gregory and Sarah Starr.
Pastoral System:
Our pastoral leads will continue with the same structure in the coming year. They are as follows:
Jos Abbott: Head of Transition and Year 7
Leonie Cooper: Assistant Headteacher Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9)
Ryan Nash: Assistant Headteacher Key Stage 4 (Years 10-11)
Chris Quach: Senior Assistant Headteacher Key Stage 5 (Years 12-14) and responsibility for leading the Pastoral Team
These colleagues will continue to be supported by our brilliant Pastoral Support Assistants, Helen Stearn and Pat Scurll.
Lucy Short, who also leads our Blue Room interventions, is also heavily involved in this team.
Key dates including term dates for 2017/8 are attached to the end of this letter for your reference.
As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch should you wish to feedback comments to the school, or if there is
anything we can do to improve your child’s experience.
Mixed Emotions:
As we approach the end of this year, I am constantly aware that it is also going to be the end of my time as headteacher
here. When I snatch the occasional moment to reflect on this, I am faced with mixed emotions: incredible sadness at
leaving a place I love and pupils, staff and parents I love and respect, excited for what the future holds for Cottenham
Village College, intrigued at how things will develop after I’m gone, and optimistic for the pupils and staff here and yet to
come.
The staff at CVC are the best group of staff I have ever worked with in my twenty years in education, and the
appointments we have made strengthens this further. I could not think of anyone better than Mrs Hadley to lead the
school temporarily. She is the stable hand of the school, very popular with pupils and staff, but also kind through her strict
demeanour - she believes that pupils deserve a calm orderly school where they can flourish.
As well as new students from year 6 joining us for Primary Week (where all pupils were superbly helpful), we have also
had the pleasure of most of the staff joining us in September visiting. They are such an exciting bunch of people, with a
range of experiences and backgrounds, but they all have in common a real sense of what working for CVC is about – why
we are here and what our mission is. I will leave here knowing that the school is going to be in good hands.
I hope that you have a brilliant summer holiday, and that your families get to spend quality time together.
With very best regards,
Stuart Lock
Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers,
It is an honour and privilege to be the Acting Principal at Cottenham Village College next year. I am very proud of the
school, pleased to be an integral part of its journey as we move the school towards being a 'world-class' school. I have an
excellent team to work with on this and we are all committed to the continued goal of CVC being an outstanding school
across the board. This takes dedication and shared ownership; I look forward to working with parents/carers, CVC staff
and our Astrea colleagues as we make strides towards this vision for the school.
Upholding our high expectations for excellent standards both inside and outside the classroom remain a high priority for
me and I know that this view is shared by the school staff.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish Stuart Lock well in his new post as Executive Principal of Advantage Schools. I
have thoroughly enjoyed working alongside Stuart as his deputy and I will miss his presence around the school; he will be
greatly missed by us all at CVC. Stuart’s new post at Advantage Schools is an excellent opportunity for him and I wish
him every success in his new role.
I look forward to welcoming our pupils back to Cottenham Village College in September. In the meantime, I hope that you
and your family share some excellent quality time together, building new memories over the summer break.
Best Wishes,
Joy Hadley (Mrs)
Deputy Head
Note from Mr Ellison:
Kitchen Refurbishment
Please be aware that we are having essential refurbishment work done over the summer in the kitchen area of the CVC
canteen. This means that there will be a number of contractors on site, a compound for their vehicles and equipment and
that the canteen area will be closed throughout the summer.
Food preparation next week will take place in the 6th form building and service at break and lunchtime for CVC staff and
pupils will be from the kitchen servery in the atrium. There will be a restricted range of food items, e.g. pasta pots,
sandwiches and cakes, on sale. Fish and chips will be available on the Friday!
Whilst we will keep disruption to a minimum, strict health and safety measures will be in place throughout the period of the
work which may restrict access to parts of the college and we ask that all pupils, parents and visitors are aware of this.
Key dates for parents/carers
Wednesday 6 September
Term starts for pupils
6th Form Induction Day
th
Thursday 7 September
Sixth Form Term Starts
th
Tuesday 12 September
School photographs for Years 7, 10 and Sixth Form
Wednesday 13th September
6.00pm Year 11 GCSE Information Evening
th
Thursday 14 September
Year 11 Geography Field Trip
4.30pm Sixth Form Tutors’ Evening
Thursday 21st September
6.30-8.30pm Sixth Form Open Evening
th
Thursday 28 September
Year 7 Tutors’ Evening
Thursday 5th October
1.30pm Early Closure
th
Friday 6 October
Training Day
Tuesday 10th October
9.15-11.15am Open Morning
th
Thursday 12 October
9.15-11.15am Open Morning
6-8pm Post 16 Information Evening for Year 11
Thursday 19th October
6.00pm Year 10 Information Evening
th
Friday 20 October
9.30-11am Year 9 Leaders’ Festival for Year 5
Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October 2016
Half term holidays
nd
Thursday 2 November
Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 7th November
Senior Maths Challenge
Thursday 9th November
6.00pm Certificate Evening (for previous Year 11 pupils)
th
Thursday 16 November
Conference Day
Monday 20th November to Friday 14th December
Year 11 Mock Examinations
rd
Thursday 23 November
Year 8 Parents’ Evening (form groups KLM)
Thursday 7th December
Year 8 Parents’ Evening (form groups RST)
th
Thursday 14 December
Year 11 Mock Exam Results Day
Christmas Lunch
th

School Term Dates 2017/2018
Autumn Term 2017
Training Day:
Training Day:
Autumn Term Starts for Students:
Early Closure at 1.30pm:
Training Day:
Half Term:
Term Ends:
Spring Term 2018
Training Day:
Spring Term Starts for Students:
Half Term:
Term Ends:
Summer Term 2018
Summer Term Starts for Students:
Early May Bank Holiday:
Half Term:
Term Ends for Students:
Training Day:

Monday 4 September 2017
Tuesday 5 September 2017
Wednesday 6 September 2017
Thursday 5 October 2017
Friday 6 October 2017
Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October 2017
Tuesday 19 December 2017

Wednesday 3 January 2018
Thursday 4 January 2018
Monday 12 February to Friday 16 February 2018
Thursday 29 March 2018
Monday 16 April 2018
Monday 7 May 2018
Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June 2018
Friday 20 July 2018
Monday 23 July 2018

Hospitality News
Year 10 pupils visited The Almonry Tearoom in Ely for a wonderful
Afternoon Tea. The food was delightful and the service was amazing,
showing the pupils how to present themselves in a working
environment.

Business News
We had the pleasure of Andy Haldane, Chief Economist of The Bank of
England, and colleagues speaking to some of pupils this term about
economics.

Year 8 girls attending the Microsoft STEM Student Challenge
Grand Final.

Maths News
Pupils were presented with certificates: they came
3rd out of 27 teams in the Cambridge Team Maths
Challenge.

Extra-Curricular News
It was a stalemate when Mr Lock and the school chess champion played
chess! Good luck to Joseph C & Josh W in the regional chess Megafinal!
Mr Lock and Josh had a rematch, and the winner was Josh!!

Sports News
We had a great opportunity for our girl’s football team at the start of this term, Watford player, Vicky
Neal, came down to train with them. The girls also wore their new kits from Cambridgeshire Football
Association which is sponsored by 3Qsports.
We received lovely get well soon message from the England Lionesses who sent a signed shirt for a
pupil recovering from eye injury following a football match @England @FA.
The Dance show was amazing this term. Well done to everyone involved and thank you to Ms Carmassi
for organising the show.
It was a beautiful evening with great performances from our year 7 and 10 pupils during our athletics
meeting at Soham Village College!
We hosted a great morning when the year 9 Sports Leaders ran a sports day for year 2 feeder schools.

Year 9 Leaders worked hard on a very hot day at the Year 4 District Festival!
Cottenham girls signed a flag with messages of support for the England Lionesses to take to European
Championships in Holland this July!
House team art work from Games Day! If you look closely and you’ll see the detail in each piece
relevant to each house name: Turing, Sanger, Hargeaves & Bronte.
Well done to CVC's year 7 and 8 cricket teams who came 4th & 3rd respectively in the county finals;
each group had 16 teams in it.

Games Day

Art and Design Technology News
Reminder:
The dates for the collection of Art, Design Technology and Applied Learning work are as follows:





Thursday 28th September - Wednesday 4th October. Times for collection will be 8am-5pm. Please note that
reception closes at 4pm and you should check the teacher is still available.
Before collecting DT work please contact reception to give at least 24 hours notice. We can then ensure that the
work is waiting in reception for you when you arrive.
Before collecting Artwork please contact reception to give at least 24 hours notice. We can then ensure that the work
is waiting in the department for you when you arrive.
Work that is not collected by the 4th of October will be disposed of due to storage demands.

Below are some pictures of the many amazing pieces of work the year 11’s had exhibited at this year’s
Art and Design Technology exhibition for their GCSE course.

Year 11 News
Good luck class of 2017! We hope they enjoyed their leavers' event and the cake.

Music News
Below is an image of the year 9 leadership team. We would not have produced music for the bi-annual
Fen Edge Festival, Battle of the Bands and the Summer Concert without their tremendous support.
CVC musicians performed amazingly to an audience of year 6
parents.

Hair and Beauty News
Hair and Beauty pupils from the Sixth Form hosted a charity pamper morning for staff.

Science News
GCSE biology pupils investigated the weak forces of attraction between water molecules by seeing how
many water droplets they could get onto a coin.
Thank you @BabrahamInst for hosting an ethics workshop relating to scientific research to pupils.

Additional News
Cottenham's Moorhen family enjoying a morning stroll!

Adult Education Classes

