
 
 
Year 9 English 
KEY STAGE THREE OVERVIEW 
As part of ensuring we meet our pupils’ entitlement to know and learn 
about some of the best Literature, in each year of Key Stage Three our 
pupils will read in full and study a Shakespeare play and a 19th-century 
novel. As well as this, pupils will also study two other areas over two 
half-terms. By the end of Key Stage Three, pupils will not only have a 
deep knowledge and understanding of literary and linguistic terms and 
devices as well as features of key literary genres, but also key 
contextual knowledge of the texts and writers they have studied in order 
to make sense of them. Across the three years, key themes will link 
their study of different pieces of Literature and they will continue to 
make links between and across their three years of study. Our robust 
curriculum will fully prepare our pupils for the rigour and challenge of 
Key Stage Four studies in English Language and English Literature. 

KS3 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

19th-century Literature theme – Crime/urban terror 

Shakespeare themes – Gender and Responsibility 

Poetry/Play 

Fiction/Non-fiction writing 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

1.    ‘The Hound of the 
Baskervilles’ – Conan Doyle 

2.    ‘Much Ado About 

Nothing’ – Comedy 

3.    The Romantic 

Poets 

4.    Gothic Fiction 

1.       ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
– Dickens 

2.      ‘Macbeth’ – 

Tragedy 

3.    WW1 Poetry 

4.   Controversy 

(Non-fiction) 

1.       ‘The Haunted Hotel’ – Wilkie Collins 

2.       ‘Henry V’ – History 

3.    ‘The Crucible’ – Arthur Miller 

4.    An Introduction to Literary Theory & 

Criticism (through Disney and then 

Literature) 

YEAR 9 
Autumn term: ‘The Haunted Hotel’ by Wilkie Collins 
The first term of Year 9 will be spent studying the writing of the 
acclaimed Wilkie Collins, through this less well-known novel which is 
both a Gothic ghost story and piece of crime fiction. Pupils will explore 



major characters, themes and key concepts of the novel whilst also 
making links back to their study of ‘The Hound of the Baskervilles’ and 
‘A Christmas Carol’ as well as using their knowledge of Gothic fiction to 
evaluate how typical the novel is of the genre. Again, there will be two 
major milestone assessments: a reading piece which will ask pupils to 
explore how the novel fits the Gothic genre as well as writing a piece of 
non-fiction drawing on their study of non-fiction texts at the end of Year 
8. 
Spring term: ‘Henry V’ by William Shakespeare 
The third Shakespeare play studied is ‘Henry V’. In this unit, pupils 
study a powerful history play, learning about the features of the history 
plays and comparing this to their knowledge of Shakespeare’s comedy 
and tragedy genres based on their study of ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ 

and ‘Macbeth’. As well as this, pupils will explore the role of a monarch 
and the theme of responsibility that is a common notion in many of 
Shakespeare’s plays; linked with this, pupils will consider how 
Shakespeare can be seen as a social/political commentator. The unit 
culminates in an essay response which explores how Shakespeare 
uses persuasive techniques in one of Shakespeare’s most famous 
speeches, ‘Once more unto the breach’, a task which also asks pupils 
to use their knowledge of non-fiction forms. Additionally, pupils will 
explore the theme of gender and the absence of female characters in 
the play through a speaking and listening class discussion. 
Summer half-term 1: ‘The Crucible’ by Arthur Miller 
For their third unit of study, Year 9 pupils will study ‘The Crucible’ by 
Arthur Miller: they will explore the context of the writing of the play, both 
the Salem witch trials when the play is set but also the concept of 
McCarthyism and 1950s American politics which inspired Miller to write 
the play; the concept of mass hysteria and its power; witchcraft (making 
links to their study of ‘Macbeth’); Aristotle’s ‘Poetics’ and the features of 
a tragic hero (also relating this to Shakespearean figures, such as 
Macbeth) and characters, themes and structure. For their milestone 
assessment, pupils will write an essay exploring whether John Proctor 
is a tragic hero. 
Summer half-term 2: An Introduction to Literary Theory and 
Criticism 
For their final unit of KS3, pupils will be introduced to literary critical 

theory, exploring the key ideas of Roland Barthes’ seminal essay ‘The 
Death of the Author’ as well as feminist, Marxist and psychoanalytical 
critical stances. These are very complex ideas, so pupils will explore 
these literary critical stances through Disney films and characters before 
then applying these to extracts from a range of literature. The final 
milestone assessment of the unit will ask pupils to write a newspaper 
article review of a piece of literature through a critical stance or lens. 
	  


