
 
 
Year 8 English 
KEY STAGE THREE OVERVIEW 
As part of ensuring we meet our pupils’ entitlement to know and learn 
about some of the best Literature, in each year of Key Stage Three our 
pupils will read in full and study a Shakespeare play and a 19th-century 
novel. As well as this, pupils will also study two other areas over two 
half-terms. By the end of Key Stage Three, pupils will not only have a 
deep knowledge and understanding of literary and linguistic terms and 
devices as well as features of key literary genres, but also key 
contextual knowledge of the texts and writers they have studied in order 
to make sense of them. Across the three years, key themes will link 
their study of different pieces of Literature and they will continue to 
make links between and across their three years of study. Our robust 
curriculum will fully prepare our pupils for the rigour and challenge of 
Key Stage Four studies in English Language and English Literature. 

KS3 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
19th-century Literature theme – Crime/urban terrorShakespeare themes – Gender and Responsibility 

Poetry/Play 

Fiction/Non-fiction writing 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

1.    ‘The Hound of the 
Baskervilles’ – Conan Doyle 
2.    ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ – 
Comedy3.    The Romantic Poets 

4.    Gothic Fiction 

1.       ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
– Dickens 

2.      ‘Macbeth’ – 

Tragedy 

3.    WW1 Poetry 

4.   Controversy 

(Non-fiction) 

1.       ‘The Haunted Hotel’ – Wilkie Collins 

2.       ‘Henry V’ – History 

3.    ‘The Crucible’ – Arthur Miller 

4.    An Introduction to Literary Theory 

& Criticism (through Disney and then 

Literature) 

 
YEAR 8 
Autumn term: ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens 
The 19th-century novel that begins English study in Year 8 is Dickens’ 
classic ‘A Christmas Carol’. This much-loved novel re-invented the 
ghost story and has become an annual favourite for many: pupils will 
learn about Dickens’ influence on the genre and his importance as a 
social commentator. The central focus will be on the theme of poverty 
and social injustice: through this, pupils will explore the characters and 



context such as the Poor Law, workhouses and ideas of responsibility. 
Links to other of Dickens’ work will be explored as well as looking back 
to ‘The Hound of the Baskervilles’ to see what seem to be emerging 
preoccupations of Victorian literature as well as the differences. The 
milestone assessments this term will be an essay on the theme of social 
injustice in the novel and a descriptive writing task depicting Dickens’s 
Victorian London. 
Spring term: ‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare 
The second Shakespeare play studied is ‘Macbeth’. In this unit, pupils 
study one of the ‘big four’ tragedies, learning about the features of the 
tragic genre and comparing this to their knowledge of the comic genre 
based on their study of ‘Much Ado About Nothing’. As well as this, 
pupils will revisit the theme of gender, exploring his presentation of 

Macbeth and Lady Macbeth (with links made back to ‘Much Ado About 
Nothing’); the attitude towards the supernatural and beliefs in witchcraft; 
James I (or VI of Scotland) and a comparison with the rule of Elizabeth 
I. The unit culminates in an essay response which explores how 
Shakespeare presents the theme of gender in the play and a speaking 
and listening task of a formal debate discussing how responsible 
Macbeth is for his own actions in the play. 
Summer half-term 1: WW1 Poetry 
In their fourth unit of study in Year 8, pupils will study the poetry of 
World War One. Pupils will explore the poetry of the two major figures of 
WW1 poetry, Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred Owen, as well as poems 
by Rupert Brooke and Isaac Rosenberg and propaganda poetry by 
Jessie Pope. To support their study, pupils will focus on the context of 
World War One so that they can appreciate the changing tone and style 
of poetry during the conflict of World War One. They will also make links 
with their study of Romantic poets in Year 7 and reflect on the influence 
of these poets on the poetry of WW1. This unity of study has a 
milestone assessment which asks pupils to discuss how war is 
presented in one of Owen’s most famous poems, ‘Dulce et Decorum 
Est’, and one other poem. 
Summer half-term 2: Controversy (non-fiction) 
In their final topic of the academic year, pupils will study non-fiction 
under the collective heading of ‘Controversy’. Through this title, pupils 
will explore different types of non-fiction writing such as newspaper 

articles, blogs, reviews, letters and leaflets, stylistic features, non-fiction 
writing and literary features, tone and register through a range of 
different controversial issues, mostly from current affairs. Pupils will use 
what they have explored and learned about in order to produce their 
own argumentative piece of writing for a newspaper. 
 


