
 
 
Year 7 English 
KEY STAGE THREE OVERVIEW 
As part of ensuring we meet our pupils’ entitlement to know and learn 
about some of the best Literature, in each year of Key Stage Three our 
pupils will read in full and study a Shakespeare play and a 19th-century 
novel. As well as this, pupils will also study two other areas over two 
half-terms. By the end of Key Stage Three, pupils will not only have a 
deep knowledge and understanding of literary and linguistic terms and 
devices as well as features of key literary genres, but also key 
contextual knowledge of the texts and writers they have studied in order 
to make sense of them. Across the three years, key themes will link 
their study of different pieces of Literature and they will continue to 
make links between and across their three years of study. Our robust 
curriculum will fully prepare our pupils for the rigour and challenge of 
Key Stage Four studies in English Language and English Literature. 
  

KS3 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

19th-century Literature theme – Crime/urban terror 

Shakespeare themes – Gender and Responsibility 

Poetry/Play 

Fiction/Non-fiction writing 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

1.    ‘The Hound of the 
Baskervilles’ – Conan Doyle 

2.    ‘Much Ado About 

Nothing’ – Comedy 

3.    The Romantic 

Poets 

4.    Gothic Fiction 

1.       ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
– Dickens 

2.      ‘Macbeth’ – 

Tragedy 

3.    WW1 Poetry 

4.   Controversy 

(Non-fiction) 

1.       ‘The Haunted Hotel’ – Wilkie Collins 

2.       ‘Henry V’ – History 

3.    ‘The Crucible’ – Arthur Miller 

4.    An Introduction to Literary Theory & 

Criticism (through Disney and then 

Literature) 

 

 
 



YEAR 7 
Autumn term: ‘The Hound of the Baskervilles’ by Arthur Conan 
Doyle 
Year 7 begin their English studies with this classic example of crime 
fiction. Over the course of the Autumn term, pupils will read the novel in 
full exploring characters, themes, the crime fiction genre and the setting 
of Victorian England (with a close focus on rising crime in 
cities/London). Their study of the novel will culminate in an analysis of 
Watson’s character and his importance to the novel. Pupils will also 
analyse Conan Doyle’s writing ‘thumbprint’, exploring his writing style 
and producing their own narrative piece in the style of Arthur Conan 
Doyle. 
Spring term: ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ by William Shakespeare 

In the second term, pupils study ‘Much Ado About Nothing’, 
Shakespeare’s classic comedy. Pupils will explore the comedy genre 
identifying these features in the play; the presentation of gender with a 
particular focus on the depiction of women, relating this to Elizabeth I 
and the influence of her presence on the throne during part of 
Shakespeare’s career; themes of love, jealousy, duplicity and 
responsibility and the characters of the play. Pupils’ study will work 
towards an analysis of how Shakespeare presents Beatrice as an 
unusual woman in ‘Much Ado About Nothing’. Pupils will also discuss 
and analyse the role of the villain Don John through a speaking and 
listening task, this will both enable pupils to explore the play in more 
depth but also develop their confidence in presenting ideas orally and 
articulately. 
Summer half-term 1: The Romantic Poets 
This scheme of work explores key poetic figures in the Romantic 
movement. Pupils will learn about the Romantic movement, the core 
values and beliefs of the Romantics before exploring key poets such as 
William Wordsworth, Percy Bysshe Shelley and William Blake. Pupils 
will more closely focus on Blake’s poetry from ‘Songs of Innocence and 
Experience’, learning key poetic terminology and analysing the way 
Blake’s attitudes towards industrialisation and the French Revolution 
are expressed in his poetry. 
Summer half-term 2: Gothic Fiction 
In the final part of Year 7, pupils will immerse themselves in all things 

Gothic. Starting with the one of the first Gothic tales, ‘The Castle of 
Otranto’ by Horace Walpole, pupils will explore passages and excerpts 
from classic Gothic tales from the 17th century through to the modern-
day. Through a chronological approach, pupils will be able to chart the 
development of the genre, developing themes, key literary features and 
techniques. In the course of their study, pupils will revisit ‘The Hound of 
the Baskervilles’, exploring how much Conan Doyle may have been 
influenced by the genre when creating his classic. Finally, pupils will put 
all their knowledge into practice, creating and writing their own Gothic 
piece using the features and devices of the genre. 



 


