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Art and Design 

Unit 1 A sense of Perspective 
Students learn about Perspective and how it is used to create the illusion of depth in their art work. They 
encounter the work of historical and contemporary artists who make effective use of perspective, and 
those that break the rules. They develop sensitivity in their use of line and improve their skills when 
using colouring pencil. Students create artwork based upon the theme of ‘Superheroes.’ 

Students are introduced to works by:  

 Andrea Mantegna 
 
They are introduced to the following concepts: 

 1 point and 2 point perspective 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Drawing  and rendering of a superhero 

 Drawing and rendering of a superhero city 
 

Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Foreshortening 

 Horizon line 

 Illusion 

 Proportion 

 Vanishing point 

 Parallel lines 

 
Unit 2 Colour 
Students explore the wonderful world of colour. They develop an understanding of how colours mix 
visually and optically. Students learn about Colour theory and develop their technical skills in colour 
mixing and application using watercolour and acrylic paint. They explore how colour can be used to 
convey emotion, and how it can be used as a visual code, based on their own cultural understanding 
influences their interpretation of colour. They consider how others may respond to colours in a different 
way.  
 
Students are introduced to:  

 Pointillism and Fauvism 

 Andres Derain 
 

They are introduced to the following concepts: 

 Colour theory and terminology-including primary, secondary, tertiary, complimentary, warm and cool colours 

 The colour wheel 

 How to mix tints, shades and tones 

 How to mix watercolour  

 How colour can be used to convey emotion 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Monsters colour wheel 

 Paper weave 

 Tints, shades and tones worksheet 
 
Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Primary colour 

 Secondary colour 

 Complementary colours 

 Harmonious colours 

 Impasto 

 Tertiary 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=andres+derrain+picture&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjZ7YK7nMvMAhVGbBoKHUxTDYUQsAQIHQ


Unit 3 Research and respond: Mandala 
Students are introduced to the theme of Buddhist Mandalas. They explore the purpose, traditions and 
visual conventions of Mandalas, and synthesise these using tracing techniques. Students create 
decorative effects. Students respond to a design brief to explore and develop their own Mandala, based 
on their research. Students discover the work of historical and contemporary Aboriginal artists and 
incorporate Aboriginal dot painting technique into their work. They revisit and refine their acrylic 
painting skills. 
 
Students are introduced to works by:  

 Judy Watson Napangardi  
 
In this unit they will: 

 Explore the history and purpose of mandalas 

 Describe what a Mandala looks like using key art terms 

 Define the term 'radial balance' 

 Explain the importance of radial balance and how this links to the meaning and purpose of Mandalas 

 Trace and transfer effectively to create a Mandala design  

 Demonstrate previous learning by making informed choices applying colour to their Mandala 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Mandala individual segment  

 A whole mandala 
 
Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Mandala 

 Gradient colour 

 Symmetrical-asymmetrical 

 Symbolism 

 Segment 

 Tints/shades/tones 

 Abstract 
 
Unit 4 The Purpose of Drawing  
Students consider the multiple purposes of drawing and create a variety of artworks. They investigate 
the work of Kathe Kollwitz and Erich Heckel as a stimulus to their own expressive pieces. They develop 
their observation skills and appreciate how, throughout time, artists have used drawing to explore, 
document and record, to understand form and function, to celebrate and to communicate. Students are 
introduced to a wide range of influential and inspirational artists including the famous master Leonardo 
Da Vinci, and local botanical artist Evelyn Binns. 
 
Students are introduced to works by:  

 Kathe Kollwitz 

 Leonardo Da Vinci 

 Evelyn Binns 

 Pablo Picasso  

 Erich Heckel 
. 
Students are introduced to the multiple purposes of drawings including: 

 Drawing from observation in order to explore the form and function of subject matter 

 Drawing in order to express or convey emotion in Fine Art 

 Drawing to record an event accurately or with a degree of bias 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Pastiche of Picasso’s Weeping Woman  

 Graphite drawing influenced by Kathe Kollwitz 

 Relief print in the style of Erich Heckel 

 Botanical drawing inspired by Evelyn Binns and Leonardo da Vinci 
 
 



Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Line 

 Tone 

 Form  

 Mark - making  

 
Unit 5 That’s Grotesque! 
Students build upon the expressive portraits that they produce in the purpose of drawing unit, by 
translating their expressive portrait drawings into three-dimensional clay pieces. Informed by visual 
research into Gargoyles and Grotesques, students learn to create pinch pot clay sculptures. 
 
Students are introduced to:  

 Grotesques of Notre Dame de Paris 

 Gargoyles of Ely Cathedral 
 

They are introduced to the following concepts: 

 The properties and potential of clay 

 How to create pinch pots 

 How to attach 2 pieces of clay together 

 Facial proportions and how to depict these forms in three-dimensions 

 The firing process 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 A pinch pot sculpture inspired by their expressive drawings from the previous unit 
 
Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Gargoyle  

 Grotesque  

 Pinch Pot 

 Slip 

 Firing 

 Ceramic 

 Greenware 

 Leather hard clay 

 Biscuit ware 

 Stoneware 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Computer Science 

Computer Science is about understanding computers and computer systems.  Every day we use 

computer systems; modern civilisation could not function without it. Computer systems control 

airplanes, our health service, cars, coffee makers, washing machines, tax systems, the internet, 

microwave cookers, mobile phone networks, laptops, desktops, alarms, central heating, remote 

control televisions, traffic light systems and more.  To comprehend our place in the digital world, we 

must understand that it is the human that is clever - not the machine.  The CVC computing curriculum 

aims to de-mystify key aspects of the digital world and develop our students’ knowledge so they can 

grow into confident digital citizens. Students have one lesson of computing a week. Below is an 

overview of what pupils will learn. 

E-safety  

 CVC’s Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 

 online identity and privacy  

 passwords and security 

 recognise inappropriate online content; cyber-bullying 

 know how to deal with possible situations encountered online; how to report concerns 

Good Communication 

 how to send effective email messages 

 be able to utilise electronic communication appropriately 

 to use blogs, social networks and other online digital tools  

 to learn how to edit, create, share and manage documents in Google Drive 

 to learn how to collaborate appropriately using Google Docs 

History of Computing 

 to become familiar with the history of computer science and key figures in history 

 recognise Charles Babbage, Ada Lovelace and the story of the Difference engine 

 recognise Alan Turing & the story of the Enigma machine/code-breaking 

 recognise Tim Berners-Lee & the World Wide Web/Internet 

Computer hardware & software 

 be able to describe: what is a computer?  

 describe the purpose of key computer/tablet/smartphone components such as: CPU, motherboard, RAM, hard 
disk, & input/output devices 

 to learn what an operating system is and its purpose   

 understand the benefits & drawbacks of cloud-based applications and locally stored software  

Binary logic 

 can explain the binary number system, base-2 (0,1) 

 able to convert binary to denary  

 recognise units of data: bits, bytes, kilobytes, megabytes, gigabytes, terabytes, petabytes 

 understand simple Boolean logic (AND, OR, NOT) 

 a basic understanding of how the CPU works 

 recognises that data is represented in images & sound 

Cryptography  

 can describe decryption and encryption 

 how to encrypt messages using ciphers  

 understand how a Caesar cipher works  

 familiar with modern encryption, SSL 

Algorithms  

 to understand what an algorithm is  

 can create an accurate basic flowchart (making tea) 

 understand basic pseudo-code 

 recognise basic sorting & searching techniques 



 
Block programming (Scratch, Tynker or similar visual programming software) 

 to develop problem-solving skills 

 can program using selection, iteration/loops, and variables 

 be able to create a game which incorporates selection, iteration, variables 

Text Programming (Small Basic) 

 familiar with programming environment / IDE 

 can identify basic syntax  

 understand basic debugging 

 can program sequencing instructions 

 can program inputs / outputs 

Internet  

 a basic understanding of how the internet works 

 able to search effectively on the internet 

 an understanding of copyright law and creative commons 

 can reference work that is not their own; can explain the dangers of plagiarism 

 an understanding of what local area networks are (wired, wi-fi connections) 

 

 

  



Design Technology 

Unit of work Y7 Maze 

Description Design and make a pocket sized marble maze game. Introduction to the workshop and 
many of its tools. 

Develop 2D drawing skills, cutting, shaping and assembly skills. Develop research, 
presentation, skills, and peer assessment skills. 
 

Main outcomes A complete and working maze game together with card packaging with full graphics. 

Key technical vocabulary Tri square, tenon saw, bench hook, pillar drill, adhesive, undercoat, decals, acetate. 

Key skills developed Drawing accurately to size.  Marking out, cutting and shaping wood.  Paint decoration 
to a high quality. 

Further study Could you design a similar maze to be completed by an unsighted person?  Could you 
design a similar maze that has two layers? 

 

Unit of work Y7 Kite 

Description Design and make a small kite from ripstop nylon.  Applique decoration based on 
abstract artwork design.  Fit a GRP frame. 

Main practical outcomes A complete and functioning kite with handle and line.   

Key technical vocabulary Glass reinforced plastic, ripstop nylon, medium density fibreboard, coping saw, 
applique, hem, de stijl, abstract,  

Key skills developed Researching into existing products, product analysis, designing to meet a brief.  Hand 
sewing skills, cutting and hemming textiles, applique, cutting and fitting frames to 
textile products. 

Further study How does a stunt kite work? What is composite material?  How is carbon fibre made? 
How are the following fabrics made; silk, denim, Lycra, microfibre?  How do the 
following work; zip fastener, Velcro, Gore-Tex, Nomex. 

 

Unit of work Y7 Yacht 

Description Design and make a working scale model of a multi hulled yacht. Continue to develop 
workshop skills, using new materials and processes. 
 

Main practical outcomes A working model sail boat suitable for racing. 

Key technical vocabulary Hull, mast, keel, rudder, stability, buoyancy, styrofoam, sponsorship, streamlining. 

Key skills developed 3D drawing skills, designing by component parts. Cutting, shaping and assembly skills.  
Testing and modification.  Research, presentation, skills, and peer assessment skills. 

Further study How does a sail boat travel into the wind?  What part does the keel play in this?  

 

Unit of work Y7 Fridge Magnet 

Description Design and make a fridge magnet inspired by flag designs. Introduction to plastics and 
moulding shapes.  

 

Main practical outcomes A completed and working fridge magnet. 

Key technical vocabulary Polymorph, mould, thermoplastic,  

Key skills developed 2D drawing skills, shaping plastic using press moulding techniques, finishing materials 
with decorative parts and ink. 

Further study How does a permanent magnet work?  How is magnetic force measured?  Which 
products are made by injection moulding processes? 

 

In Food Technology, pupils will:   

 
Learn about… 

 Safety in the food room 
 The four Cs of food hygiene 
 Catering equipment 
 How to wash up and clean the work station  
 How to use a cooker 
 Basic nutrition  

 

Cook the following dishes… 
 Fruit fusion 
 Rocking rock cakes 
 Bread rolls 
 Homemade pizza 
 Vegetable cous cous salad 
 Apple and sultana crumble 
 Mini fruit cakes 



Drama 

Overall Purpose of the Subject - Summary: 

Drama is often associated with ‘play’, especially play that involves pretending to be someone else. This 
act of ‘play’ is an important element of children’s learning. Drama is playful in that it draws on and 
develops young people’s aptitude for learning about themselves and the world around them by 
pretending to be other people in other situations. Drama is a powerful learning tool for teaching our 
students about different perspectives, it shows them how to have empathy, and it helps them to learn 
in a creative way. Drama is associated with artistic practices and has significance in a diversity of 
cultural contexts. As a curriculum subject, it gives students a practical knowledge of how drama works 
as an art form and encourages them to recognise how drama is integral to cultures in different times 
and places. Drama education is particularly closely allied to other art subjects. Drama is the perfect 
vehicle to develop the vital skills of independence, appreciation, concentration, cooperation, 
confidence, creativity, commitment, communication and critical thinking. These skills aid the future 
platform for success in the future world. 

Course Outline –Key Stage 3 

All students in year 7 and 8 are taught Drama for 1 lesson each week. In Year 9, pupils have the option 

to continue with Drama in preparation for GCSE.  Lesson are both theoretical and practical and are 

focused on developing a range of knowledge, skills and techniques that not only prepare the pupils for 

Drama at Key stage 4 but are  also  invaluable across other subject domains. Students are taught how 

to engage imaginatively and intelligently with a variety of stimuli and conventions through practical 

exploration. 

 

In Year 7 Drama, Darkwood Manor introduces students to the range of drama skills and convention to 
develop storytelling and characterisation through the genre of horror. This is built up through a series 
lessons based on Physical Theatre by highlighting the importance of the body on stage. We explore the 
art forms of Greek Theatre through the Myth of the Twelve Labours of Hercules. The Second World 
War project on Evacuees, allows students to work individually and in small groups as part of an 
Ensemble. The main creative drive is to re-create realistic moments from the Evacuees’ journey, whilst 
improving their understanding and use of key conventions. The pupils have a brief introduction to the 
practitioner of Stanislavski to aid the characterisation process for the Evacuees project. 

 

How can you support your child/resources? 

The more performance students are introduced to, the more able they will develop their skills. Useful 

websites such as national theatre’s official website offer a wide range of activities and ideas to 

develop and perform, BBC Bitesize also includes pages on key practitioners, terms and script studies. 

The Cambridge Arts Theatre, The Junction, ADC and Mumford Theatre offer some excellent choices 

for young people today.  

  



English 

The aim of Key Stage Three in English is to develop students’ understanding of and ability in the three 

central strands of the subject: Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening. All of the schemes of work 

students study during Years 7, 8 and 9 are designed to target one or more of these three foci with a 

formal assessment taking place in either Reading or Writing for every topic. As well as this, in each half 

term, the speaking and listening skills of the students are developed in every single topic covered 

through a range of activities designed to promote oral literacy.  

In English, Reading is the ability to comprehend a text, to be able to read both explicit and implicit 

meanings in it and to analyse how a writer has crafted that piece of writing and used language 

deliberately to create an intended effect on the reader. In writing, students should be able to craft a 

piece of writing for specific audiences and purposes, using structure, vocabulary and punctuation to 

create intended effects in a range of forms, including both creative and transactional. Finally, we 

develop students’ articulacy through speaking and listening tasks: this may be informal class discussion 

or in paired and group discussion or more formally through planned talk such as presentations, debates 

and hot-seating (where students take on characters from a text being studied and imagine their 

responses to questions posed by the group). 

The Key Stage Three curriculum is, of course, designed to prepare students for the rigour and 
expectations of GCSE studies at Key Stage Four – the assessments that students experience assess the 
same core knowledge, skills and in a similar style as at Key Stage Four, though of course at a level 
suitable for each year group. However, Key Stage Three is also vital in encouraging engagement: whilst 
we cannot study every great piece of Literature, we believe that we offer students a range. We aim to 
develop students who are literate in both the Classics and modern texts, have studied works and 
authors from the Literary Canon, including Shakespeare, Shelley, Stoker, Stevenson, Hardy and the War 
Poets, and who can see the vital importance of reading as part of their education and enriching their 
lives. 

See overleaf for the Year 7 English curriculum summary.  



  

Year 

group 
Topic Content 

Formal 

Assessment 
Subject specific vocabulary 

Y
e

ar
 7

 

Poetry 

 

Students study a range of 20th 

Century poetry from Kipling to 

Auden and from different cultures 

and traditions, analysing the 

techniques employed by poets to 

communicate their message 

A comparison 

between ‘Island 

Man’ & ‘Limbo’ 

(Reading) 

metaphor; simile; personification; 

alliteration; onomatopoeia; 

verse; stanza; persona; 

rhythm/rhyme; 

Fairy 

Tales 

 

Students explore the traditional 

fairy tale genre, comparing it to the 

modern fairy tale and analyse how 

narrative structure is used 

Write an 

alternative fairy 

tale (Writing) 

narrative; development; 

complication; crisis; climax; 

resolution; satire; conventions; 

genre 

Modern 

Novel 

 

Students read a modern novel in 

full. They analyse central characters, 

themes and context as well as the 

way the writer employs language 

Character 

analysis 

(Reading) 

 

Social, historical, cultural context; 

themes; literary 

devices/techniques; narrator; 

analysis; effect 

Theme 

Park 

Project 

 

Students explore the potential 

development of a new theme park 

in Cambridge – they learn about 

non-fiction writing in newspapers 

through the topic 

News story 

article (Writing) 

Lists; rule of 3/triple; repetition; 

persuade; argue; inform; explain; 

advise; article; strapline; 

headline; 5 Ws 

War 

With 

Troy 

 

Students learn about the Trojan War 

and study ‘The Iliad’ 

Descriptive 

piece from 

viewpoint of 

soldiers 

(Writing) 

Homer; Ancient Greece; Classics; 

Troy; epic poem; Agamemnon; 

Achilles; Zeus; Athena; in medias 

res 

End of 

year 

exam 

Students consolidate their learning 

and knowledge over the year in both 

Reading and Writing in their 

preparation for the end of year 

exam – students will be examined 

on an extract of fiction and need to 

write their own creative piece 

End of Year 

exam (Reading 

& Writing) 

Explicit; implicit; effects; analysis; 

personal response; structure; 

organisation; word classes; 

literary devices/ techniques; 

complex punctuation; accuracy 



Geography 

The Year 7 Geography curriculum introduces students to a variety of geographical topics, both physical 

and human. The curriculum is outlined below, along with suggested resources for use at home and the 

key terminology relating to this curriculum. During the units of study additional resources or web sites 

may be given to the students. The skills introduced in year 7 are then used and developed throughout 

Key Stage 3. Some assessments are work in progress. 

Unit One: Introduction to Geography. 

 What is geography? 

 How can geography be categorised. 

 Locating continents and oceans. 

 ASSESSMENT: Short knowledge test on introduction to Geography unit 

Unit Two: Map and Atlas Skills. 

 How to use an atlas: Latitude and Longitude skills. 

 Map symbols. 

 Grid references: 4 and 6 figure. 

 Scale. 

 Relief: contours, spot heights and cross-sections. 

 Identifying map features. 

 Applying map skills, using Ordnance Survey (OS) maps, throughout the unit. 

 ASSESSMENT: Booklet on map and atlas skills 

Unit Three: Discovering the United Kingdom (UK) 

 What are the UK, the British Isles and Great Britain. 

 Major physical features of the UK: mountains, rivers, seas, hills. 

 Urban areas of the UK. 

 Employment in the UK: How can jobs be categorised? 

 Climate of the UK: explaining the formation of rainfall, the factors affecting temperature, explaining the climate 

of the UK? 

 ASSESSMENT: Test on the UK. 

Unit Four: Landscapes and Biomes 

 What is a landscape and how can it be described. 

 World climatic zones. 

 Characteristics of major world biomes: An independent research task on a biome is carried out. 

 ASSESSMENT: Presentation of individual research project on a biome. 

Unit Five: Africa 

 Introduction to Africa 

 Africa- scale and diversity 

 Misconceptions of Africa 

 Conflict in Sudan 

 Sudan- hope for the future 

 Ghana- an economic success story 

 Ghana- moving forward. 

Unit Six: Glaciation 

 What is glaciation? 

 Glaciers at work- physical processes 

 Landforms shaped by glacial erosion. 

 Depositional landforms. 

 Glacial landscapes: interpreting OS maps. 

 



KEY TERMINOLOGY 

Continents 

Oceans 

Human geography 

Physical geography 

Environment 

Latitude 

Longitude 

Relief 

Climate 

Weather 

Precipitation 

Urban 

Rural 

Biome 

Ecosystem 

Glaciation 

Erosion 

Transportation 

Deposition 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

BBC Bitesize- KS3 Geography 

lizardpoint.com/geography- good online quizzes 

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/map-skills 

Weather forecast on TV-BBC is particularly good or in newspapers  

www.bbc.co.uk/weather 

There are often good documentaries on television which students will be alerted to as well as any geographical events 

which occur locally, nationally or internationally. Also, geographical events that occur in the world and may be relevant to 

units of study. 

  

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/map-skills
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather


History 

 

Topic Question Type of 
Thinking 

Content Assessment 

Medieval 
Britain 

Why did William win 
the Battle of 
Hastings? 

Causation Edward the Confessor; claimants to the throne 
in 1066; the battles of Fulford, Stamford Bridge 
and Hastings. 

Class work 

 How far did the 
Norman Conquest 
change England? 

Change The feudal system; changes in language; 
religious changes; Domesday Book. 

Essay 

 How silly is Monty 
Python’s view of 
medieval England? 

Use of 
Evidence 

Life in a medieval village; the deserted 
medieval village at Wharram Percy. 

Letter 

 Why could nobody in 
medieval England 
ignore the Church? 

Sense of 
period 

Medieval ideas about Heaven and Hell; the 
role of the Church in charity and punishment. 

Board 
Game 

 Why did the peasants 
revolt in 1381? 

Causation The Black Death; the Hundred Years’ War; 
changing religious ideas; poll taxes; the 
Peasants’ Revolt. 

Essay 

 What made a good 
medieval king? 

Sense of 
period 

Medieval kings from William I to Henry V. Class work 

 Whose story should 
we study to find out 
about women in 
medieval England? 

Significance Margery Kempe; Julian of Norwich; Eleanor of 
Aquitaine; Margaret of Anjou. 

‘Textbook’ 
Page 

     

The 
Renaissance 

What was so 
remarkable about the 
Renaissance? 

Change Renaissance art; Gutenberg’s press; the 
discovery of the ‘New World’; new scientific 
ideas. 

Renaissance 
‘Painting’ 

     

The 
Reformation 

What stories can we 
tell of the 
Reformation? 

Change Henry VIII and the break with Rome; 
Edwardian, Marian and Elizabethan religious 
changes. 

Story or 
Essay 

 

  



Mathematics 

TERM Relevant number skills are taught continuously in appropriate places 

AUTUMN CORE EXTENSION 

Sequences 

Letter symbols as numbers in terms, 
expressions and equations 
First 5 triangular numbers 
Square numbers up to 12x12 
Simple sequences from term-to-term rules 
Simple sequences from position-to-term 
rules 
Sequences from patterns or practical 
contexts 
Use of symbolism for sequences eg u2 or un+1 

Different roles of letters in equations, 
formulae, functions 
Squares, positive and negative square roots, 
cubes and cube roots, small integer powers 
 
Linear nth terms  
Simple algebraic functions 

Number 
theory 

Recognise odd and even  
Show results of adding pairs of odd/even in 
diagrams 
Multiples of 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
Divisibility by 2, 4, 5, 10, 100 
Factor pairs for numbers up to 100 
Prime numbers less than 100  
Prime factors for numbers up to 100 
Common factor, highest common factor 
Lowest common multiple 
Write one number as fraction of another 
Convert decimals into fractions 
Compare simple fractions 
Percentages as number out of 100 
Calculate simple percentages 
Fractions/decimal/percentage equivalents 

Recognise odd and even given algebraically 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recurring decimals as fractions 
 
 
 
Percentages to compare proportions 

Probability 

Equivalence of 
fractions/decimals/percentages 
Probability language 
Probability scale 
Mutually exclusive outcomes of single event 
Estimate probabilities form simple 
experiments 

 
 
Know how to work out probability of event 
not occurring ie 1 - p 

Data 

Tally charts and frequency tables 
Pictograms                 Venn and Carroll 
diagrams            Bar charts 
Frequency diagrams for grouped discrete 
data 
Mode, median, range            Modal class 
Mean including from frequency table 
Compare two distributions using range and 
an average 

Diagrams for discrete and continuous data 
Scatter graphs 
Stem and leaf diagrams 
 
 
Compare two distributions using range and 
one or more of median, mode, mean 
 

  



SPRING CORE EXTENSION 

Points and lines 

Vocabulary, notation and conventions for 
labelling lines and angles 
Acute, obtuse, reflex angles 
Estimate, measure and draw angles 
Parallel and perpendicular lines 
Vertically opposite angles                  
Angles at a point 
Angles on a straight line                     
Angles in a triangle 
Properties of triangles                        
Properties of quadrilaterals 
Solve problems involving angles 

 
 
 
 
Alternate and corresponding angles 
 
 
Mid-point of line segment 
Regular polygons 
Solve problems involving angles giving 
reasons 

Equations and 
formulae 

Use =  <  >  correctly 
Expand single brackets 
Collect like terms 
Solve simple equations, unknown on one 
side 

 
 
 
Solve equations with unknown on both 
sides 

Ratio and 
proportion 

Use ratio notation 
Simplify ratios 
Divide in a given ratio (two parts) 
Use percentage for simple proportions 

 
 
Divide in a given ratio (more than 2 parts) 

Shapes and solids 

Properties of polygons and 3D solids 
Nets      Drawing nets accurately 
 

 
Plans and elevations  
Classifying quadrilaterals by their 
geometric properties 

SUMMER CORE EXTENSION 

Cubes 
Nets of cubes          Making cubes from 
nets 
Origami cube (Sonobe cube) 

 

Measure 

Metric units of length, area, mass, 
volume                Time 
Perimeter 
Area of rectangle 
Perimeter and area of compound shapes 
made from rectangles 

 
 
Derive and use formulae for area of 
triangle, parallelogram, trapezium 
Areas of compound shapes 
Volume of cuboids and compound shapes 
made from cuboids 
Surface areas of cuboids and compound 
shapes made from cuboids 

CVC student 
Project to collect, represent and interpret data by using their own body measurements 
and ideas from Vitruvian Man and Gulliver’s Travels 

Graphs and lines 

Use rules to generate simple linear 
functions 
Recognise simple number sequences as 
straight line graphs 
Plot simple linear functions 
 

Recognise y = mx + c 

 

  



Modern Foreign Languages  

FRENCH 

Units 1 and 2 (September – December): Personal information, classroom language and family and 
friends 
Students learn and revise how to talk and write about themselves, understand basic classroom 
language and describe their family, pets and friends, with a focus on developing their understanding 
of basic French pronunciation, spelling and grammatical structures.  
 
Units 3 and 4 (January-Easter): House, home and local area 
Students learn to talk and write in more detail about their house, bedroom, and visits to town. They 
will learn new grammatical structures and begin to understand some of the key differences between 
French and English grammar. They will also learn how to tell the time in French and how to express 
personal opinions.  
 
Units 5 and 6 (Easter – July): Daily routine, school and free-time 
Students learn to talk and write in more detail about their daily routine, school and free time 
activities. They will learn how to make their work more detailed and interesting and as well as how to 
talk in the future tense.  
 
Work throughout the year is assessed by regular homework tasks and vocabulary tests and 
assessments covering the four skill areas will take place throughout the year.  Grammar points 
covered throughout the year will include: 

 Nouns, gender and the definite and indefinite articles (the and a) 

 Regular and irregular verbs in the present tense 

 Question forms 

 Negatives 

 Connectives and intensifiers (e.g. very, quite) 

 Possessives 

 The imperative 

 Time expressions and the near future tense 
 

To support their learning at home students could: 

 Consolidate material covered in class through regular revision 

 Develop their written French into longer, more detailed paragraphs 

 Re-read class notes and revise new verb forms and vocabulary carefully 

 Practise pronouncing and spelling new words 

 Learn key grammatical structures 

 Begin to recognise patterns in order to develop their understanding of the new language 

 Review their class work and identify areas where they require further support 

 Review written homework to check for accuracy before handing in 
 
Useful links: 
www.linguascope.com – username and password can obtained from any of the Modern Languages 
teachers 
Textbook: Expo 1 published by Heinemann (www.heinemann.co.uk) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
 

  

http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.heinemann.co.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


Music 

“Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and charm and 
gaiety to life and to everything.” 

Plato 
 

Music enables learning through the medium of sound and soul. Music allows students to experience great 
enjoyment through a remarkable combination of simultaneous ear, eye, brain and kinetic activity and learning. 
Music is at the heart of spiritual, moral, social and cultural learning. Students develop confidence, resilience 
and empathy through performing and creating. 
 
Course Overview 
Music at KS3 is a two-year course taught as one 60 minute lesson per week during year 7 and 8, covering a 
wide range of music. It encourages pupils to develop creativity, analytical thinking, technical skills, teamwork 
and an appreciation of different cultures and a variety of composers and artists. Pupils who do well in KS3 
lessons and who are regularly involved in music beyond this are well-equipped to undertake music in year 9. 
The objective of Music in year 9 is to allow students taking music at KS4 to begin their studies at GCSE whilst 
still providing effective opportunities for students who do not choose Music to achieve the very best level that 
they can at the end of KS3.   
 
Assessment of understanding 
Understanding is measured by performing and recording practical work in response to given briefs, evaluative 

responses by students and by undertaking end of unit keyword tests.  

Performing To perform in time with confidence and expression.  
Skills are developed individually and in groups, on voice and a variety of instruments, using 
different notations covering a range of traditions and styles. (students learning an 
instrument externally are encouraged to use this skill in class, including sequencing, rap and 
beatbox)  

Composition To generate, develop and structure ideas to captivate an audience. 
Pupils will develop their ability to compose, improvise and notate music material through 
both live performance and music technology (Sibelius, pro-logic and GarageBand). They will 
explore a variety of musical structures and styles.  

Listening and  
appraising 

To recognise musical features and evaluate the impact these have on the mood, purpose 
and style of the piece. 
Students receive a baseline listening assessment at the start of year 7 which focuses on 
basic recognition of instruments, voices, metres and devices which lays the foundation for 
further understanding within the course. They receive a final exam during year 8. In 
addition all work requires listening and appraising. This includes music studied, pupils own 
work and that of others. A revision booklet is under construction and will be shared with 
pupils to support learning of key terms.  

 

In Year 7, students learn how music fits together, how patterns are layered and combined within simple 
structures, from different periods and cultures worldwide.  
 
Stomp: Students create a multi-layered rhythmic piece based on the workplace. This project is extended to 
performing a 4 part rhythmic composition, following stave notation. Aspects of dynamics, unison and balance 
are reinforced throughout.  
HWK: revising note values and rhythm words. 
 
Gamelan and its influences: Students are introduced to Indonesian music, its relevance in all social events, the 
instrument sounds and the way in which the parts connect to a repeating core melody. Students perform a 
piece which is fused with a Christmas song and are given the opportunity to perform in the Christmas concert. 
This project is extended to notation of melodic layers using Sibelius to reinforce learning. 



 

 
John Henry (Gospel Music): Students learn about the myth of John Henry - a freed slave, and the context of 
spiritual and gospel music. They develop vocal and keyboard skills to create an arrangement of a song. 
Call and response, unison and harmony and accompaniment ideas are explored using different tempos to 
create contrasting moods. 
HWK: revise accompaniment styles, melody phrasing and vocal textures. 
 
Advert Music: Students reflect on music for different adverts and describe how the music impacts on the 
product. Minimalistic music for adverts provides a good transition to the use of major scales and ways in which 
melodic ideas can be developed from simple cells. 
HWK: revise rhythmic and pitch notation of a major scale  
 
Marching bands: Students are introduced to the social context, roots and purpose of marching bands. They 
analyse phrasing in the music through creating physical formations and improvising question and answer 
melodies to create their own piece. A comparative link is made to music in triple metre and music in the 
classical period. In addition students are introduced to a drum lines and a class performance which can often 
become the highlight of the summer concert.  
HWK: revision of the keyboard notes, notation, time signatures and melody phrasing. 
 
Hooks and riffs: Students learn how riffs in songs have mass appeal across all age ranges. They perform a piece 
with a catchy riff and focus on improving vocal skills and maintaining a vocal part. 
HWK: researching popular styles with catchy riffs and hooks. 

Enrichment activities 
Enrichment activities are varied and provide an opportunity for pupils to progress as they move through the 
school. Orchestra (classical instrumentalists) and Music Factory (bands) run after school throughout the year. 
Woodwind/ Jazz band meet at a lunchtime. Mixed vocal groups for year 7 and 8, acapella group for 9+, and 
theory club run for set periods during the year. Informal events include lunchtime gigs for aspiring performers 
and Battle of the Bands which is run by the year 9 leadership group in the summer term. Formal events include 
a GCSE showcase, Christmas concert and summer concert in which class work is showcased, in addition to 
extra-curricular groups. The school take opportunities, when available to invite students to work with outside 
musicians and participate in half-term workshops. Instrumental lessons are available on a range of 
instruments. Please contact Miss Manser for details cmanser@cvcweb.net 
 

To support progress in music 
Students will be expected to take on more demanding, significant parts and roles within group work. This can 
be supported by: 
 Regular practice of an instrument skill at home either with a tutor or online.  
 Access to a keyboard or guitar at home will support this. 
 www.chordfind - fingers for any guitar chord 
 www.drummerworld - showcasing masters at work 
 
Independent study of theory via online apps or theory club in term 2 
 Review of revision booklets shared to students in each year  
 Music theory guy 
 www.musictheory.net 
 Teoria (tutorials and exercises for music theory and ear training) 

 
Listening and understanding a wide range of instruments and styles 
 www.bbc.co.uk/gcsebitesize/elementsofmusic 
 www.dsokids.com 
 www.youtube.com 
 Participation in a musical ensemble outside of the classroom. 

  

mailto:cmanser@cvcweb.net
http://www.drummerworld/
http://www.music/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music
http://www.dsokids.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


Physical Education 

By the end of year 7 all student should know and be able to do the following. All students will get the 
opportunity to take part in all the following sports, however, with Rugby and Hockey they will also 
get the chance to specialise and choose which one they would rather take further. 
 
 

SPORTS TERMS & 
VOCABULARY 

CAN DO SKILLS APPLICATION & UNDERSTANDING CONTEXT 

RUGBY Pass, receive, ruck, 
maul, offside, support, 
dodge,  

Pass backwards/ 
run forwards, ruck 
& maul, tackle 
technique. Taking 
contact. 
 

The understanding of what to do 
when you are a ball carrier or in a 
support role. 
Decisions to be made when you 
make contact or are tackled. 
Safety rules and boundary rules. 

3 v 1, 4 v 2, 5 v 
3, 5 v 5 games, 
all moving in a 
particular 
direction to gain 
territory. 

HOCKEY Push pass, dribble, hit, 
centre pass, sidelines, 
tackling, shoot, 
attacking, defending, 
midfield. Reverse stick 

Correct grip, push 
pass, dribble, hit, 
reverse stick. 

Safety rules and boundary rules. 
Understanding what skills and 
decisions are necessary for attacking 
and defending play. Including angle 
of support and finding space. 

1 v 1, 2 v 1, 2 v 
2, 3 v 3 & 4 v 4 
games. 
 

NETBALL Pass, receive, dodge, 
move, positions, 
offside, obstruction, 
contact, penalty pass, 
free pass,  

Chest pass, single 
handed pass, 
bounce pass, 
dodging, 

Safety rules and boundary rules. 
Understanding what skills and 
decisions are necessary for attacking 
and defending play. Including angle 
of support and finding and making 
space. 

Smaller even-
sided games 
across the court. 
Half court games 
4 v 3. All 7 
positions 

GYMNASTICS Body tension, control, 
sequence, strength, 
flexibility, movement, 
level, speed, direction, 
balance, travelling, 
timing, 
synchronisation. 

Individual 
balances, partner 
balances, forward 
roll, backward roll, 
log roll, teddy 
bear roll, 
travelling 
movements. 

Safety rules. 
Performing sequences that fulfill 
specified criteria, exhibiting 
movement that is controlled and can 
be repeated. They need to practice 
and evaluate their sequence to 
refine and develop their 
performance. 

Produce a 
sequence, either 
individual or 
partner with 
travel and 
balance. 

FITNESS Strength, suppleness, 
speed, stamina, 
programme, circuit 
training, warm - up, 
cool down 

Use of all 
equipment safely 
and with the 
correct technique. 

Safety rules. 
To be able to move around a circuit 
training programme and also to 
follow a set programme. 

Types of 
training; circuit, 
programmes, 
working in pairs. 

FOOTBALL Pass, dribble, hit, 
centre pass, sidelines, 
shoot, attacking, 
defending, midfield. 

Dribble, pass, 
shoot, control, 
tackle, jockeying 

Safety rules and boundary rules. 
Understanding what skills and 
decisions are necessary for attacking 
and defending play. Including angle 
of support and finding space. 
 

Individual ball 
skills. Small 
sided games 
with unequal 
sides. 

ATHLETICS Track events, field 
events, 100m, 800m, 
shot putt, long jump. 
Technique, throw, 
relay. 

Sprinting, sprint 
starts, dip finish. 
Pacing, throwing, 
jumping. 
Measuring using 
stopwatch and 
tape measure. 

Safety rules and boundary rules. 
Sprinting and distance techniques 
and the difference between them. 
The ability to start and pick up 
during sprinting. To be able to coach 
and help each other with regards to 
technique. 

Individual 
performance 
with partner 
support and 
feedback. 
Personal bests 
and  in maximal 
effort. 



CRICKET Bowling, batting, long 
barrier, fielding, 
catching, stumps, 
overarm, underarm, 
sidearm, dismissals. 
crease , wicket keeper, 
backing up. 

Different kinds of 
throw appropriate 
to the situation. 
Catch, strike, 
delivery in various 
ways. 

Safety rules and boundary rules and 
markings.. 
Attacking and defending. Decisions 
made as a batter and fielder. 
Bowling for cooperative and 
competitive situations. 
Communication between batting 
pair. 

Individual skills. 
Paired throwing 
and catching. 
Pairs cricket 
game 

ROUNDERS Bowling, batter, long 
barrier, overarm, 
underarm, fielding, 
posts, bases. ½ 
rounder, out. Back 
stop, boxes, backing 
up. 

Different kinds of 
throw appropriate 
for the situation. 
Catch, hit, bowl.  

Safety rules and boundary rules and 
markings. 
Attacking and defending. Decisions 
made as a batter and 
fielder.  Communication between 
fielders to help make decisions.  

Individual skills. 
Paired throwing 
and catching 
Full game. 

DANCE Rhythm, timing, levels, 
beat, direction, 
pathway, floor 
pattern, unison, 
dynamics, posture, 
parallel, formation, 
choreography, facial 
expressions. 

Leap, jump, 
choreograph, 
corner work, 
develop motifs, 
perform, analyse 
self and others. 

Safety rules. 
Performing sequences that fulfill 
specified criteria, which is 
choreographed by themselves in an 
8 count phrase. Exhibiting 
movement that is controlled and can 
be repeated. They need to practice 
and evaluate their sequence to 
refine and develop their 
performance.  

To produce a 
piece of 
movement 
based around a 
theme. 

 
Key Knowledge: 
 
Major Muscles: Biceps, triceps, gastrocnemius, abdominals, quadriceps, hamstrings. 
 
Main bones for support and protection: Cranium, ribs, femur, tibia, humerus. 
 
Joints: Freely moveable or synovial. Knee and elbow. 
 
Role of ligaments: support and prevent dislocation. 
 
Warm - up: Mobilisation, light jog and dynamic stretches. 
 
Cool down: Light jog, stretches and gradually decrease body temperature. 
 
Short term effects of exercise: Increase heart rate, breathing rate and muscle temperature. Prevent injury. 
 
Long term effects of exercise: Increased muscle size, increased stamina, complete everyday tasks without tiring. 

 

  



Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 

Topic  What students will be learning 

Topic 1 – Why RPE?  
R – Religion  
P – Philosophy  
E – Ethics 
 
This unit explores why we do 
Re and the ultimate questions 
that students will encounter 
throughout KS3 and 4. It also 
introduces students to the 
basic beliefs and history of the 
6 main religions. The students 
then move on to their first 
ethics topic.  
 
 

 What the terms religion, philosophy and ethics mean.  

 The main reasons why the study of RE is important and 
how it links to other subjects in the curriculum.  

 A simple introduction to the key people, dates and beliefs 
for each of the 6 main religions. (Introduction to religion) 

 Consider what the ultimate questions in the world are and 
consider how we can answer these – during this topic 
students will begin to develop key skills in terms of 
understanding, communication and debate. (introduction 
to philosophy)  

 Apply content and skills learnt to help them answer 
perhaps the ultimate question of all – what is the meaning 
of life? 

Topic 2 – Is Meat Murder?  
 
The student’s first ethics topic 
– it will cover both knowledge 
and skills required to enable 
students to debate 
productively. This unit looks at 
what worldviews say about 
eating meat and enable 
students to consider the moral 
implications. 
 

 An understanding of what counts as a meat based diet, a 
vegetarian diet and a vegan diet. (introduction to ethics) 

 An understanding of the evidence that suggests we need 
to eat meat.  

 An understanding of the evidence that suggest we don’t 
need to eat meat.  

 An understanding of how meat goes from an animal to our 
plate – is the process cruel?  

 A consideration of the conditions that the animals are 
kept in – are they treated fairly? Are the conditions good 
enough?  

 An understanding of the Jewish, Christian and Islamic 
ideas about the treatment and use of animals.  

 An understanding of the Hindu ideas about the treatment 
and use of animals.  

 An understanding of the Buddhist ideas about the 
treatment and use of animals.  

Topic 3 – Why are there so 
many gods?  
 
This unit looks at the nature of 
God/gods of the major 
religions, and asks searching 
questions about their variety. 
 
 

 A philosophical understanding of the questions posed by 
our existence and how these can relate to the concept of 
what God could be.  

 An understanding of how different people (both religious 
and non-religious) respond to the concept of God.  

 An understanding of what Judaism teaches about God and 
how this reflects their history and cultures.  

 An understanding of what Christians believe about God 
and how this reflects their history and cultures. 

 An understanding of what Islam teaches about God and 
how this reflects their history and cultures. 

 An understanding of what Hinduism teaches about God 
and how this reflects their history and cultures. 

 Their own understanding of God, having considered all the 
examples and arguments – what is their view on the 
ultimate question – is there a God?  



Topic 4 – Should the death 
penalty be reintroduced in the 
UK?  
 
This unit looks at the ideas of 
why and how we punish 
people in this society and 
compare it to religious 
teachings on the subject. 
 

 An understanding of the main aims of punishment – 
retribution, reform, reparation, deterrent and protection. 

 An understanding of how the concept of punishment has 
changed throughout history – looking at examples such as 
decimation, stocks, crucifixion among many others. 

 An understanding of how punishment currently works in 
the UK – is it fair? How do we decide what deserves 
punishment and how seriously it should be punished?  

 Forgiveness – with a focus on Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam – Should we forgive people who commit crimes? 
What does religion teach?  

 Karma – is this something we need to enact now on earth 
or is it something that happens from one life to the next? 
A study of karma as a punishment – focusing on Hinduism 
and Buddhism.   

 What is capital punishment? 

 Why, how and where is it used? 

 Arguments for and against capital punishment  

 Case studies – an in depth focus on two case studies. In 
one example the person did commit the crime but in the 
other example, many claim the man is innocent.  

Topic 5 – Why was Jesus 
crucified?  
 
This unit explores the life of 
Jesus, the attitudes to him at 
the time and his legacy for 
Christianity and the world 

 An understanding of what a Messiah is and the Messiah 
that the Jewish people of the time were expecting 

 An understanding of the life of Jesus in his adult years.  

 An understanding of the reasons why some accepted 
Jesus as the Messiah and others did not.  

 An understanding of the miracles that Jesus performed.  

 An understanding of the key teachings that Jesus taught 
and the responses that these received from his followers 
and enemies.  

 An understanding of the events that led up to the capture 
of Jesus as well as the interrogation and trial that 
followed.  

 An understanding of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
and his legacy.  

 

  



Science  

Introduction to science 

In this topic students cover safety, science equipment, measuring, using a Bunsen burner and 

investigative skills. 

Particles 

Students cover the particles model, states of matter and their properties including gas pressure and 

changes of state. 

Cells and organisation 

Students cover cells as the fundamental unit of living organisms, including how to observe, interpret 

and record cell structure using a light microscope.  The structures of a cell and their functions, 

similarities and differences between plant and animal cells. They will also cover the difference 

between unicellular and multicellular, the structural adaptations of unicellular organisms and the 

hierarchical organisation of multicellular organisms. The students will also learn about the role of 

diffusion in the movement of materials in and between cells. 

Forces and Space 

This topic covers forces including force diagram, units of force, non-contact forces and force-

extension linear relation with Hooke’s law as a special case. It will also cover opposing forces and 

equilibrium. Space will encompass gravity force, how to calculate weight, the difference in weight on 

different planets, gravity forces between the Earth and Moon and between the Earth and Sun. It will 

then cover the seasons and the Earth’s tilt, our Sun as a star, other stars in our galaxy, other galaxies 

and light years as a unit of astronomical distance. 

Atomic structure 

This includes Dalton’s simple atomic model, atoms and molecules as particles, the differences 

between atoms, elements and compounds. It will also introduce chemical reactions being the 

arrangement of atoms, the difference between chemical and physical changes, conservation of mass 

and the use of chemical symbols and formulae for elements and compounds. 

Human Reproduction 

Using humans as an example of a mammal this will include the structure and function of the male 

and female reproductive systems, menstrual cycle, gametes, fertilisation, gestation and birth 

including the effect of maternal lifestyle on the foetus through the placenta. 

Electricity 

This is split into static electricity and current electricity. Static electricity includes the separation of 

positive or negative charges when objects are rubbed together: transfer of electron, forces between 

charged objects and the idea of an electric field. Current electricity encompasses series and parallel 

circuits, current and its unit in both parallel and series circuits. Potential difference, its unit, battery 

and bulb ratings, resistance and its unit. Finally the differences in resistance between conducting and 

insulating components are covered. 

Pure and Impure substances 

This covers the concept of a pure substance, identification of pure substances, mixtures including 

dissolving and simple techniques for separating mixtures including filtration, evaporation, distillation 

and chromatography.  



 

Plant reproduction 

This topic includes flower structure, wind and insect pollination, fertilisation and seed and fruit 

formation and dispersal. 

Magnetism 

This will cover magnetic poles, attraction and repulsion, magnetic fields by plotting with compass and 

representation by field lines, Earth’s magnetism, compass and navigation and the magnetic effect of 

a current, electromagnets and D.C. motors. 

 

Assessment in Science 

There will usually be a short topic test (30minutes) at the end of each topic. We recommend a 

revision guide by CGP KS3 Science Complete Study and Practice. This includes topic questions and 

more exam style questions. There will be an end of year test that will include topics from across Y7. 

Throughout the year investigative skills will be revisited including variables, planning, recording, 

analysis and evaluation. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

The Year 8 

Curriculum  



Art and Design 

Unit 1 A sense of self 
Students create Self Portraits. In doing so, they learn how colour can be used to evoke a response in the 
viewer and how symbolism can be used to express a sense of Self. They respond to the work of historical 
painters such as Giuseppe Arcimboldo and encounter the work of contemporary artists such as Tessa 
Traeger and Jason Mercier. Students make use of digital media, specifically Adobe Photoshop, in order 
to create their work. They develop a knowledge of the conventions of human facial proportions, and 
hone their skills of observation in order to capture an effective likeness in their work.  

Students are introduced to works by:  

 Giuseppe Arcimboldo 

 Tessa Traeger 

 Jason Mercier 

 Audrey Flack  
                           
They are introduced to the following: 

 Adobe Photoshop and its tools 

 The concept of identity 

 The conventions of facial proportion 

 Symbolism, and how objects and symbols can be used to express the idea of ‘self’ 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Photoshop Fruit and vegetable face  

 Photoshop ‘Junk face’ 

 Photoshop Self portrait  
 
Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Magic Wand  

 Free Transform 

 Pixels 

 Pixellated 

 Layer Palette 

 Opacity 

 

Unit 2 Junk Faces 
Building upon the learning from the previous unit, they explore the theme of ‘portraits’ and tackle this 
in 3 Dimensions. Students use assemblage to create a recycled ‘Junk face.’ 
 
They are introduced to the following: 

 Using a glue gun safely and effectively 

 Assembling multiple items to depict individual features of the face 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 ‘Junk face’ sculpture 
 

Unit 3 Still Life 
Students are introduced to the work of Henri Fantin-Latour, specifically the piece ‘White Cup and Saucer 
(1864)’ which is housed in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. Students use this piece as the basis for 
their own technical development as they learn to draw ellipses, explore tonal values in chalk and 
charcoal and use acrylic paint to describe form and shape. Students revisit the principles of perspective 
and develop their observational drawing skills by drawing from life.  
 
They are introduced to the following concepts: 

 How to draw from observation 

 How to draw ellipses 

 How to use tone and shading in order to create the illusion of depth and form in their work 
 



Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Pencil drawing of a tin can 

 Chalk and charcoal drawing of a tea cup 

 Acrylic monochrome painting of a cup, saucer and spoon 
 
Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Realism 

 Monochrome, monochromatic 

 Ellipse 

 Parallel 

 Tone 

 Shading 

Unit 4 That’s so sweet...losing my marbles 
Students are taught to draw using the grid method to draw sweets. Influenced by the use of colour seen 
in the work of Wayne Thiebaud and Sarah Graham 
 
Students are introduced to works by:  

 Wayne Thiebaud 
 Sarah Graham  

 
They are introduced to the following concepts: 

 How to draw using a grid 

 How to layer and blend colouring pencil 

 How to mix acrylic paint to achieve tints, shades, tones and hues of colours 

 How to blend oil pastels 

 How to collage effectively 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Grid coloured pencil drawing of sweets 

 Grid mixed media piece making use of acrylic paint, oil pastel 

 Acrylic monochrome painting of a cup, saucer and spoon 

 Pencil drawing of a jar of sweets or marbles 

 Clay relief tile depicting a jar of sweets 
 
Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Blend 

 Negative space 

 Realism 

 Relief 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Computer Science 

Computer Science is about understanding computers and computer systems.  Every day we use 
computer systems; modern civilisation could not function without it. Computer systems control 
airplanes, our health service, cars, coffee makers, washing machines, tax systems, the internet, 
microwave cookers, mobile phone networks, laptops, desktops, alarms, central heating, remote 
control televisions, traffic light systems and more.  To comprehend our place in the digital world, we 
must understand that it is the human that is clever - not the machine.  The CVC computing curriculum 
aims to de-mystify key aspects of the digital world and develop our students’ knowledge so they can 
grow into confident digital citizens. Students have one lesson of computing a week. Below is an 
overview of what pupils will learn. 
 
E-safety   

 CVC’s Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 

 aware of one’s own online identity and digital footprint; can describe steps to protect it.   

 How to report security concerns 

Data representation (Digital Images) 

 to become familiar with the link between analogue and digital image capture and the importance of ADC 

 understand that images are stored as binary 

 basic understanding colour depth/dpi/file size 

 basic understanding common file formats 

 can explain difference between a vector/bitmap 

 Understand the need for compression 

 Can explain the difference between lossy/lossless 

Data representation (Digital Sound) 

 to become familiar with the link between analogue and digital sound recording/reproduction and the 
importance of ADC/DAC 

 understand that sound is stored as binary 

 basic understanding of bit depth/sample rate/file size 

 basic understanding common file formats 

 understand the need for compression 

 can explain the difference between lossy/lossless 

Cyber-security 

 understand that ‘people’ are the weak point of a secure system 

 able to identify cyber-security threats and explain forms of social engineering techniques such as phishing, 
shouldering 

 identify threats and explain ways to prevent malware (viruses, spyware, ransomware) 

 understand what constitutes a strong password and explain reasons why it is necessary 

Ethical & Legal issues 

 Ethical issues while using computer science technologies (big data, privacy, DPA, digital divide) 

 Open Source vs proprietary software 

 Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 

 Creative commons licensing 

Algorithms  

 can describe what an algorithm is  

 basic understanding of searching algorithms (binary, linear) 

 basic understanding of standard sorting algorithms (bubble sort) 

 Can describe algorithms using a real world example (Google search engine) 

 Can interpret a moderately complex flowchart (parking ticket dispenser) 

  



Text Programming (Python) 

 can program sequencing instructions 

 can program inputs / outputs 

 can program selection (IF-THEN-ELSE, nested IFs) 

 can program iteration (For, While loops) 

 can modify a program in Python and predict the behaviour of the program 

 Can use variables appropriately 

 can identify and correct syntax errors with the help of interpreter error messages 

 Can identify and correct logic errors by analysing program output 

 can explain the difference between syntax and logical errors 

Internet 

 a basic understanding of how the internet works 

 can explain who Tim Berners-Lee is, WWW, and the W3C internet standards 

 an understanding of different methods of connecting to the internet (broadband, 3G) 

 can explain what web browser is and be able to make comparisons between browsers 

 can demonstrate basic use of web browser tools such as bookmarks and bookmark manager 

 be able to explain what a cookie is and demonstrate how to clear browser history, cookies or cache 

HTML / Web Design 

 a basic understanding of HTML and can create a simple webpage using HTML  

 can debug simple code in HTML 

 can identify good and bad web design by comparing real world web examples 

 can create a website for a given audience by combining multiple applications on a suitable topic 

 
 
  



Design Technology 

Unit of work Y8 Car Design 

Description Design and make a scale model of a prototype car.  It must be designed to meet the 
needs of specific users. 

 

Main practical outcomes A range of detailed design drawings of whole and parts of car concepts. A highly 
detailed and well finished model prototype car. 

Key technical vocabulary Chassis, axle, A pillar, bonnet, wheelbase, roofline, overhangs, ground clearance, cills, 
dowel, Styrofoam, undercoat, sustainable transport, four wheel drive,  

Key skills developed Cutting and shaping a range of materials and assembling them into a highly accurate 
scale representation of the design proposed in sketches.  Achieving a high quality finish 
using layers of paint and additional parts. 
 

Further study What is an autonomous vehicle?  What new fuels will vehicles use in the future? How 
can cars be made safer?   

 

Unit of work Y8 Mirror Design 

Description Design and make a wall hung mirror with a frame design based on graffiti styling. 

 

Main practical outcomes A complete and working wall hung mirror with graffiti inspired frame design. 

Key technical vocabulary Hardness, toughness, lamination, graffiti, transgressive, sub culture, irony, satirical, 
adhesives, sectional, exploded views, ferrous, non-ferrous, hardwood, softwood, 
thermoplastic, thermoset, composite, properties, durability, flexibility. 

Key skills developed Marking and cutting sheet timber products with accuracy.  Laminating. Drawing in 
exploded views and in sectional views. 
 

Further study How is float-glass made, who invented it?  How is glass cut and shaped?  Find three 
more modern composite materials, what are they made from? 

 

Unit of work Y8 LED Light 

Description Construct a desk light using LEDs and a ‘printed’ circuit board. 

Learn about systems and about electronic components. 

Main practical outcomes A complete and working LED based desk light. 

Key technical vocabulary Systems, feedback, light emitting diode, etching, input, output, process, resistor, circuit, 
capacitor, transistor, integrated circuit, solder, debugging, continuity, polarity. 

Key skills developed Learning about systems and about electronic components. 

Drilling, soldering and debugging circuit boards.  Shaping metal.  Cutting and shaping 
styrene. 

Further study What is the difference between surface mounting and through the hole circuit boards?  
How does a transistor work? What is a logic gate? 

 

Unit of work Y8 Microcomputer Control 

Description Design a series of computer programs of increasing complexity to control a real system 
of inputs and outputs.    

 

Main leaning objectives 
(National Curriculum) 

Apply computing and use electronics to embed intelligence in products that respond to 
inputs [for example, sensors], and control outputs [for example, actuators], using 
programmable components [for example, microcontrollers]. 

Main practical outcomes A series programs such that a device with a number of outputs and inputs is controlled 
by them via a microcomputer. 

Key technical vocabulary Program, inputs, outputs, loop, if then, conditions, macro. 

Key skills developed Programming, manipulation of real inputs and outputs, making these controlled and 
responsive. 
 

Further study Find some real examples of products that contain embedded control. What are the 
benefits of computer control over manual control?  When can it be beneficial to involve 
humans in the control loop? 



In Food Technology, pupils will:   

 

Learn about… 
 Safety in the food room 
 The four Cs of food hygiene 
 Food labelling 
 Quality control 
 Basic nutrition 
 Special diets 

 
Cook the following dishes… 

 Homemade burgers 
 Melting moments 
 Spaghetti Bolognese 
 Mini carrot cakes 
 Pasta salad 
 Fajitas 

 

  



Drama 

Overall Purpose of the Subject - Summary: 

Drama is often associated with ‘play’, especially play that involves pretending to be someone else. This 
act of ‘play’ is an important element of children’s learning. Drama is playful in that it draws on and 
develops young people’s aptitude for learning about themselves and the world around them by 
pretending to be other people in other situations. Drama is a powerful learning tool for teaching our 
students about different perspectives, it shows them how to have empathy, and it helps them to learn 
in a creative way. Drama is associated with artistic practices and has significance in a diversity of 
cultural contexts. As a curriculum subject, it gives students a practical knowledge of how drama works 
as an art form and encourages them to recognise how drama is integral to cultures in different times 
and places. Drama education is particularly closely allied to other art subjects. Drama is the perfect 
vehicle to develop the vital skills of independence, appreciation, concentration, cooperation, 
confidence, creativity, commitment, communication and critical thinking. These skills aid the future 
platform for success in the future world. 

Course Outline –Key Stage 3 

All students in year 7 and 8 are taught Drama for 1 lesson each week. In Year 9, pupils have the 

option to continue with Drama in preparation for GCSE.  Lesson are both theoretical and practical and 

are focused on developing a range of knowledge, skills and techniques that not only prepare the 

pupils for Drama at Key stage 4 but are  also  invaluable across other subject domains. Students are 

taught how to engage imaginatively and intelligently with a variety of stimuli and conventions 

through practical exploration. 

 

Year 8 Drama builds on the foundation laid in year 7. Students develop their understanding and 

appreciation of different performance styles and genres. A good working definition of "Style" is how 

something is done on the stage. Students learn that theatrical styles are influenced by their time and 

place. Students experiment and develop skills in mime, slapstick, comedy through the study of Silent 

Movies. We continue to look at the importance of characterisation through the study of a script. By 

studying the play students are introduced to a variety of techniques from portraying status to 

staging. Devised group performance: Using a variety of stimuli pupils based on a theme, students will 

develop their own devised performance using the skills learnt across the year. 

 

How can you support your child/resources? 

The more performance students are introduced to, the more able they will develop their skills. Useful 

websites such as national theatre’s official website offer a wide range of activities and ideas to 

develop and perform, BBC Bitesize also includes pages on key practitioners, terms and script studies. 

The Cambridge Arts Theatre, The Junction, ADC and Mumford Theatre offer some excellent choices 

for young people today.  

  



English 

The aim of Key Stage Three in English is to develop students’ understanding of and ability in the three 

central strands of the subject: Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening. All of the schemes of work 

students study during Years 7, 8 and 9 are designed to target one or more of these three foci with a 

formal assessment taking place in either Reading or Writing for every topic. As well as this, in each half 

term, the speaking and listening skills of the students are developed in every single topic covered 

through a range of activities designed to promote oral literacy.  

In English, Reading is the ability to comprehend a text, to be able to read both explicit and implicit 

meanings in it and to analyse how a writer has crafted that piece of writing and used language 

deliberately to create an intended effect on the reader. In writing, students should be able to craft a 

piece of writing for specific audiences and purposes, using structure, vocabulary and punctuation to 

create intended effects in a range of forms, including both creative and transactional. Finally, we 

develop students’ articulacy through speaking and listening tasks: this may be informal class discussion 

or in paired and group discussion or more formally through planned talk such as presentations, debates 

and hot-seating (where students take on characters from a text being studied and imagine their 

responses to questions posed by the group). 

The Key Stage Three curriculum is, of course, designed to prepare students for the rigour and 

expectations of GCSE studies at Key Stage Four – the assessments that students experience assess the 

same core knowledge, skills and in a similar style as at Key Stage Four, though of course at a level 

suitable for each year group. However, Key Stage Three is also vital in encouraging engagement: whilst 

we cannot study every great piece of Literature, we believe that we offer students a range. We aim to 

develop students who are literate in both the Classics and modern texts, have studied works and 

authors from the Literary Canon, including Shakespeare, Shelley, Stoker, Stevenson, Hardy and the War 

Poets, and who can see the vital importance of reading as part of their education and enriching their 

lives. 

See overleaf for the Year 8 English curriculum summary. 

 

  



  

Year 

group 
Topic Content 

Formal 

Assessment 
Subject specific vocabulary 

Y
e

ar
 8

 

Twentieth 

Century 

Novel 

 

Students read a modern novel in 

full. They analyse central 

characters, themes and context as 

well as the way the writer 

employs language. They also focus 

on the genre features e.g. 

Dystopian 

A character 

analysis (Reading) 

Social, historical, cultural 

context; themes; literary 

devices/techniques; narrator; 

analysis; juxtaposition; genre; 

conventions; reader’s 

response; authorial intent; 

pathetic fallacy 

Return From 

Troy: 

Odysseus 

Students learn about and study 

‘The Odyssey’ 

Adapt a journey 

to school into 

epic form 

(Writing) 

Homer; Ancient Greece; 

Classics; Troy; epic poem; 

Agamemnon; Achilles; Zeus; 

Athena; in medias res 

Poetry 

 

Students study a range of great 

modern poets from Carol Ann 

Duffy (Poet Laureate) to Simon 

Armitage and John Agard, 

analysing the techniques 

employed by poets to 

communicate their message 

Detailed analysis 

of ‘Stealing’ OR 

comparative 

response 

between 

‘Stealing’ & 

‘Hitcher’ 

(Reading) 

metaphor; simile; 

personification; alliteration; 

onomatopoeia; verse; stanza; 

persona; rhythm/rhyme; 

contrast; enjambement; 

sibilance; assonance; 

Non-Fiction: 

Charity 

Students explore the features of 

non-fiction genres and forms of 

writing, such as adverts, leaflets, 

magazine and newspaper articles, 

through the topic of charity 

A persuasive 

article about 

charity (Writing) 

Lists; rule of 3/triple; 

repetition; persuade; argue; 

inform; emotive language; 

personal anecdote; counter-

argument 

Introduction 

to 

Shakespeare 

Students study sections from 

Macbeth, Julius Caesar, A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream and 

Romeo & Juliet. They will learn 

about the different genres of 

comedy and tragedy as well as 

analysing character, themes and 

language 

Analysis of Lady 

Macbeth’s 

character in an 

extract from the 

play (Reading) 

Play; playwright; bard; the 

Canon; Early modern English; 

tragedy; comedy; 

conventions; genre; 

supernatural; fate; context 

End of year 

exam 

Students consolidate their 

learning and knowledge over the 

last two years in both Reading and 

Writing in their preparation for 

the end of year exam – students 

will be examined on an extract of 

fiction and need to write their 

own creative piece. In the last 2 

weeks of the term they will study 

The Bottle Imp by Robert Louis 

Stevenson 

End of Year exam 

(Reading & 

Writing) 

Explicit; implicit; effects; 

analysis; personal response; 

structure; organisation; word 

classes; literary devices/ 

techniques; complex 

punctuation; accuracy 



Geography 

The Year 8 Geography curriculum develops and uses skills and knowledge introduced in Year 7 as well 

as introducing students to a variety of new geographical topics, both physical and human. The 

curriculum is outlined below, along with suggested resources for use at home and the key terminology 

relating to this curriculum. During the units of study additional resources or web sites may be given to 

the students. In Year 8 students will have two six week blocks of geography, taught on a rotational 

basis with other Humanities subjects. 

Unit 1: Rocks, landscapes and physical processes. 

 Limestone landscapes 

 The rock cycle 

 Weathering  

 River profile 

 River drainage basins 

 River processes: erosion, transportation and deposition 

 River landforms: waterfalls, meanders, ox-bow lakes, deltas 

 River flooding: focus on UK examples. 

ASSESSMENTS:  

 Landforms, rock cycle, weathering test 

 River processes and landforms  

 

Unit 2: Asia 

 Introduction to Asia 

 Countries 

 Physical features 

 

Unit 3: China 

 Physical characteristics 

 Research on China 

 Population distribution 

 How is China changing 

 Three Gorges Dam 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

BBC Bitesize- KS3 Geography 

lizardpoint.com/geography- good online quizzes 

There are often good documentaries on television which students will be alerted to as well as any geographical events 

which occur locally, nationally or internationally. Also geographical events that occur in the world and may be relevant to 

units of study. 

  



History 

 

Topic Question Type of 
Thinking 

Content Assessment 

     

The English 
Civil War 

Why did Civil War 
break out in 1642? 

Causation Divine Right of Kings, Magna Carta and 
traditions of parliament, events 1625-1642. 

Essay 

     

The 
Enlightenment 

Who should be in a 
‘Horrible History’ of 
the Enlightenment? 

Significance Scientists, philosophers and knowledge 
‘organisers’ of the Enlightenment. 

Song or 
Sketch 

     

The French 
Revolution 

Why does Dickens 
tell this ‘Tale of Two 
Cities’? 

Interpretations The Storming of the Bastille, Dickens’ A Tale 
of Two Cities, Victorian attitudes towards the 
French Revolution. 

Illustrated 
essay 

     

The British 
Empire 

How can we find out 
about life in the 
British Empire? 

Evidential 
enquiry 

Australia, India, Jamaica, South Africa and 
their relationship with the British Empire.  

Timed 
answer 
questions 

     

The Industrial 
Revolution 

Did everyone 
experience the 
industrial revolution 
in the same way? 

Diversity Changes brought about by the industrial 
revolution. 

Short essay 

 

 

  



Mathematics 

TERM Relevant number skills are taught continuously in appropriate places 

AUTUMN CORE EXTENSION 

Sequences 

Symbolism for sequences  eg u2 or un+1 
Linear (arithmetic) sequences from 
term-to-term rules 
Linear (arithmetic) sequences from 
position-to-term rules  
nth term of a simple arithmetic 
sequence from practical contexts 
Simple functions algebraically and  in 
mappings or on a spreadsheet 

 
 
 
 
Inverse of a linear function 

Fractions 

Recurring decimals as fractions 
Convert a fraction to a decimal  
Order fractions  
Add/subtract fractions  
Multiply/divide fractions 
Cancel fractions 
Calculate fractions of quantities 
(fraction answers) 
Multiply and divide integer by fraction 

Understand equivalence of simple algebraic 
fractions 
 
 
 
Recognise when fractions or percentages are 
needed to compare proportions; solve problems 
involving percentage changes 

Probability 

Use probability scale from 0 to 1  
Probabilities and equally likely 
outcomes 
Listing outcomes 
Language of probability and diagrams 
for probability 
Compare estimated experimental 
probabilities with theoretical 
probabilities 

Interpret results involving uncertainty and 
prediction 
Know that the sum of probabilities of all 
mutually exclusive outcomes is 1 and use this 
when solving problems 

Geometry 

Vocabulary, notation and labelling 
conventions for lines, angles and 
shapes 
Sum of angles at point, on straight line 
and in triangle, vertically opposite 
angles, alternate and corresponding 
angles, 
Draw regular polygons 
Use of angle, side and symmetry 
properties of triangles and 
quadrilaterals giving reasons 
Understand proof 

 
 
Sums of the interior and exterior angles of 
quadrilaterals, pentagons and hexagons, interior 
and exterior angles of regular polygons 
 
 
 
 

Expressions 
and Equations 

Apply BIDMAS to algebra 
Arithmetic of negative numbers 
Simplify algebraic expressions 
Expand brackets   
Linear equations (unknown on either 
or both sides, without and with 
brackets) 
Substitute positive integers into 
expressions involving small powers, 
e.g. 3x2 + 4 or 2x3 
 

 
 
 
Simplify by common factor 
 
Construct and solve linear equations with 
integer coefficients (with and without brackets, 
negative signs anywhere in the equation, 
positive or negative solution) 

  



SPRING CORE EXTENSION 

3D shapes 

3-D shapes and nets.   
Simple plans and elevations.   
Formulae for the area of a triangle, 
parallelogram and trapezium; calculate 
areas of compound shape. 

Convert between area measures (e.g. mm2 
to cm2, cm2 to m2, and vice versa) and 
between volume measures (e.g. mm3 to 
cm3, cm3 to m3, and vice versa) 
Calculate the surface area and volume of 
right prisms. 

Formulae 

Know the meanings of the words 
equation, formula and function 
BIDMAS for algebra 
Index notation for small positive 
integer powers 
Substitution into simple formulae from 
maths  and other subjects and 
expressions involving small powers, 
e.g. 3x2 + 4 or 2x3 

Different roles played by letter symbols in 
equations, identities, formulae and 
functions 
 

Percentages and 
Proportion 

Percentage as ‘so many hundredths of’  
One given number as a percentage of 
another  
Equivalence of fractions, decimals and 
percentages to compare proportions 
Relationship between ratio and 
proportion 
Simplify ratios  
Divide a quantity into two or more 
parts in a given ratio 
Calculate percentages and find the 
outcome of a given percentage 
increase or decrease 

Recognise when fractions or percentages 
needed to compare proportions Percentage 
changes 
Algebraic methods involving direct 
proportion 
Algebraic solutions and graphs of the 
equations 

Transformations 

Mid-point of the line segment using 
coordinates 
Transform 2-D shapes by rotation, 
reflection and translation, on paper 
and using ICT 
Enlarge 2D shapes given a centre of 
enlargement and scale factor 

Reflection symmetry in 3-D shapes 
Scale factor of an enlargement as ratio of lengths of any two 
corresponding line segments 

Congruence and similarity 

SUMMER CORE EXTENSION 

Handling Data 

Collect data using suitable methods 
Construct frequency tables, graphical 
representations 
Range, mode, median and mean to 
compare data sets 

 

Accurate and Scale 
Drawing 

Ruler and compass constructions 
Bearings 
Simple loci 

Sums of the interior and exterior angles of 
quadrilaterals, pentagons and hexagons, 
interior and exterior angles of regular 
polygons 

Lines with a 
purpose 

Plot linear functions from real-life eg 
distance-time graph 
Equations of the form y = mx + c  
correspond to straight-line graphs 

Linear functions, where y is given implicitly 
in terms of x (e.g. ay + bx = 0, 
y + bx + c = 0 
Gradient of lines given by equations of the 
form y = mx + c, given values for m and c  
 

Circles  

Know and use formulae for 
circumference and area of circle 
Volume of cylinders 
 

Surface area of cylinders 
Volume and surface area of right prisms 
made from cylinders and part cylinders 

 



Modern Foreign Languages 

FRENCH 

Units 1 and 2 (September to December): Self, family and free time activities. 
Students learn to talk and write about themselves and other members of their family in more detail 
and use the present and perfect tenses to discuss free time activities. They continue to develop their 
pronunciation and spelling, and study more complex grammatical structures.  
 
Units 3 and 4 (January-Easter): Going out and food and drink. 
Students learn to talk and write in detail about going out, shopping and their food and 
drink preferences. They continue to develop their understanding of key grammatical structures by 
learning new verbs and practising different tenses.  
 
Units 5 and 6 (Easter-July): Holidays and future plans, pocket money 
Students learn to talk and write in detail about their holidays and future plans. They will also lean to 
discuss how they spend pocket money and what they are saving for. Students will cover strategies for 
making their work more detailed and interesting and practise using different tenses.  
 
Work throughout the year is assessed by regular homework tasks and vocabulary tests and 
assessments covering the four skill areas will take place throughout the year.  Grammar points 
covered throughout the year will include: 

 Verb forms (e.g vouloir, devoir and pouvoir) 

 Adjectives – agreement, comparisons and the superlative 

 The partitive article (de, du, de la, des) 

 Verbs with infinitives 

 Question forms 

 The present, perfect and future tenses 

 Possessives - our 

 The imperative 

 Time expressions and the near future tense 
 
To support their learning at home students could: 

 Consolidate material covered in class through regular revision 

 Develop their written French into longer, more detailed paragraphs 

 Re-read class notes and revise new verb forms and vocabulary carefully 

 Practise pronouncing and spelling new words 

 Learn key grammatical structures 

 Begin to recognise patterns in order to develop their understanding of the new language 

 Review their class work and identify areas where they require further support 

 Review written homework to check for accuracy before handing in 
 
Links: 
www.linguascope.com – username and password can obtained from any of the Modern Languages 
teachers 
Textbook: Expo 2 rouge/vert published by Heinemann (www.heinemann.co.uk) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 

  

http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.heinemann.co.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


GERMAN (Second Language group only) 

Units 1 and 2 (September to December): The basics, self and school. 
Students learn to talk and write themselves and their school subjects. They will also start to learn the 
basic elements of the German language and grammar, such as numbers, gender and verb forms. They 
will start to develop their pronunciation and spelling. 
 
Units 3 and 4 (January to Easter): Family, friends and free-time. 
Students learn to talk and write their physical appearance and personal characteristics, their family 
and pets and their free time. They will continue to develop their understanding of key grammatical 
structures by learning different verb forms and strategies for extending sentences, as well as the 
future tense.  
 
Units 5 and 6 (Easter – July): House, home and town 
Students learn to talk and write about where they live in more detail. They will learn some key 
irregular verbs in the present tense and also develop their understanding of the rules for German 
word order. 
 
Work throughout the year is assessed by regular homework tasks and vocabulary tests and 
assessments covering the four skill areas will take place throughout the year.  Grammar points 
covered throughout the year will include: 

 Verb forms (regular and irregular, present and future tenses) 

 Adjectives  

 Gender – the/a 

 Verbs with infinitives 

 Question forms 

 Possessives  

 Time expressions  

 Connectives and intensifiers 
 
To support their learning at home students could: 

 Consolidate material covered in class through regular revision 

 Develop their written German into longer, more detailed paragraphs 

 Re-read class notes and revise new verb forms and vocabulary carefully 

 Practise pronouncing and spelling new words 

 Learn key grammatical structures 

 Begin to recognise patterns in order to develop their understanding of the new language 

 Review their class work and identify areas where they require further support 

 Review written homework to check for accuracy before handing in 
 
Links: 
www.linguascope.com – username and password can obtained from any of the Modern Languages 
teachers 
Textbook: Echo 2 published by Heinemann (www.heinemann.co.uk) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 

  

http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.heinemann.co.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


SPANISH (Second Language group only) 
 

Units 1 and 2 (September-December): Personal information, classroom language, family and pets 
Students learn to talk and write about themselves, understand basic classroom language and discuss 
their family and pets, with a focus on developing their understanding of basic Spanish pronunciation, 
spelling and grammatical structures.  
 
Units 3 and 4 (January-Easter): Life and routine at school and at home 
Students learn to talk and write about their school life, house, bedroom and daily routine. They will 
learn how to make their work more detailed and interesting and use more complex language (e.g. 
reflexive verbs and time phrases). They will also deepen their understanding of the key grammatical 
structures in Spanish.  
 
Units 5 and 6 (Easter-July): Local area and free time 
Students learn to talk and write in more detail about their local area, the weather, free time and 
future plans. They will learn new grammatical structures and begin to use language for 
different purposes (e.g. using questions and imperatives to ask for and give directions around a 
town). They will also learn the future tense.  
 
Work throughout the year is assessed by regular homework tasks and vocabulary tests and 
assessments covering the four skill areas will take place throughout the year.  Grammar points 
covered throughout the year will include: 

 Verb forms (regular and irregular, present and future tenses) 

 Adjectives  

 Gender – the/a/some 

 Verbs with infinitives 

 Question forms 

 Possessives  

 Time expressions  

 Connectives and intensifiers 
 
To support their learning at home students could: 

 Consolidate material covered in class through regular revision 

 Develop their written Spanish into longer, more detailed paragraphs 

 Re-read class notes and revise new verb forms and vocabulary carefully 

 Practise pronouncing and spelling new words 

 Learn key grammatical structures 

 Begin to recognise patterns in order to develop their understanding of the new language 

 Review their class work and identify areas where they require further support 

 Review written homework to check for accuracy before handing in 
 
Links: 
www.linguascope.com – username and password can obtained from any of the Modern Languages 
teachers 
Textbook: ¡Listos! 1 published by Heinemann (www.heinemann.co.uk) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 

 

  

http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.heinemann.co.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


Music 

“Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and charm and 
gaiety to life and to everything.” 

Plato 
 

Music enables learning through the medium of sound and soul. Music allows students to experience great 
enjoyment through a remarkable combination of simultaneous ear, eye, brain and kinetic activity and learning. 
Music is at the heart of spiritual, moral, social and cultural learning. Students develop confidence, resilience 
and empathy through performing and creating. 
 
Course Overview 
Music at KS3 is a two-year course taught as one 60 minute lesson per week during year 7 and 8, covering a 
wide range of music. It encourages pupils to develop creativity, analytical thinking, technical skills, teamwork 
and an appreciation of different cultures and a variety of composers and artists. Pupils who do well in KS3 
lessons and who are regularly involved in music beyond this are well-equipped to undertake music in year 9. 
The objective of Music in year 9 is to allow students taking music at KS4 to begin their studies at GCSE whilst 
still providing effective opportunities for students who do not choose Music to achieve the very best level that 
they can at the end of KS3.   
 
Assessment of understanding 
Understanding is measured by performing and recording practical work in response to given briefs, evaluative 

responses by students and by undertaking end of unit keyword tests.  

Performing To perform in time with confidence and expression.  
Skills are developed individually and in groups, on voice and a variety of instruments, using 
different notations covering a range of traditions and styles. (students learning an 
instrument externally are encouraged to use this skill in class, including sequencing, rap and 
beatbox)  

Composition To generate, develop and structure ideas to captivate an audience. 
Pupils will develop their ability to compose, improvise and notate music material through 
both live performance and music technology (Sibelius, pro-logic and GarageBand). They will 
explore a variety of musical structures and styles.  

Listening and  
appraising 

To recognise musical features and evaluate the impact these have on the mood, purpose 
and style of the piece. 
Students receive a baseline listening assessment at the start of year 7 which focuses on 
basic recognition of instruments, voices, metres and devices which lays the foundation for 
further understanding within the course. They receive a final exam during year 8. In 
addition all work requires listening and appraising. This includes music studied, pupils own 
work and that of others. A revision booklet is under construction and will be shared with 
pupils to support learning of key terms.  

 
In Year 8, students build on the knowledge and skills formed in year 7, developing an understanding of 
context, style and music for a purpose. They work with more complex structures and understand roles within a 
band.  
 
Samba: Students learn how Samba music and processional carnival music from Brazil is extrovert and 
lively.  Their task is to create a themed piece with a dynamic structure that includes features such as call and 
response signals and solo breaks.  
 
Blues: Students learn about the origins of Blues and how it was a form of expression for Black American Slaves. 
Their task is to perform a 12 bar blues piece that shows an understanding of the blues style and typical 
features. (Please note that this topic is preceded with an exploration of chords, harmony and accompaniment 
styles in a popular piece of music that draws on African American origins) 
 



Film Music: Students learn how music uses sounds, style and rhythm to set a mood, character, time and place. 
They create music for a chosen brief using garageband. 
HWK: revision of key vocabulary and devices for film music.    
 
Going solo: Students learn about the interplay between the soloist and large/small ensemble groups in a range 
of popular genres and make connections to the use of solo in the concerto. They develop an awareness of the 
roles and sounds of different instruments in different ensembles and create their own piece using a rondo 
form. 
 
Reggae: Students learn about reggae music and it’s culture. Features of the style are introduced through class 

performing, prior to creating their own reggae riffs and layers, using garageband. Please note that this project 

is sometimes alternated with Rock’n’Roll. 

 

Enrichment activities 
Enrichment activities are varied and provide an opportunity for pupils to progress as they move through the 
school. Orchestra (classical instrumentalists) and Music Factory (bands) run after school throughout the year. 
Woodwind/ Jazz band meet at a lunchtime. Mixed vocal groups for year 7 and 8, acapella group for 9+, and 
theory club run for set periods during the year. Informal events include lunchtime gigs for aspiring performers 
and Battle of the Bands which is run by the year 9 leadership group in the summer term. Formal events include 
a GCSE showcase, Christmas concert and summer concert in which class work is showcased, in addition to 
extra-curricular groups. The school take opportunities, when available to invite students to work with outside 
musicians and participate in half-term workshops. Instrumental lessons are available on a range of 
instruments. Please contact Miss Manser for details cmanser@cvcweb.net 
 

To support progress in music 
 
Students will be expected to take on more demanding, significant parts and roles within group work. This can 
be supported by: 
 Regular practice of an instrument skill at home either with a tutor or online.  
 Access to a keyboard or guitar at home will support this. 
 www.chordfind - fingers for any guitar chord 
 www.drummerworld - showcasing masters at work 
 
Independent study of theory via online apps or theory club in term 2 
 Review of revision booklets shared to students in each year  
 Music theory guy 
 www.musictheory.net 
 Teoria (tutorials and exercises for music theory and ear training) 
 
Listening and understanding a wide range of instruments and styles 
 www.bbc.co.uk/gcsebitesize/elementsofmusic 
 www.dsokids.com 
 www.youtube.com 
 Participation in a musical ensemble outside of the classroom. 
 

  

mailto:cmanser@cvcweb.net
http://www.drummerworld/
http://www.music/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music
http://www.dsokids.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


Physical Education 

By the end of year 8 all student should know and be able to do the following, for the activities they 
participate in. In this year they will have a choice to take Rugby or Hockey further as well as 
Basketball and Netball. 
 
 

SPORTS TERMS & 
VOCABULARY 

CAN DO SKILLS APPLICATION & 
UNDERSTANDING 

CONTEXT 

RUGBY Pass, receive, ruck, 
maul, offside, 
numbering up, 
switch. 

Pass backwards/ run 
forwards. Taking 
contact, ball 
presentation,ruck & 
maul, scrum.  

The understanding of what to do 
when you are a ball carrier or in 
a support role. 
Decisions to be made when you 
make contact or are tackled. 
Positions in and around a set 
piece. 
Safety rules and boundary rules. 

5 v 5 through to 
6 v 6 and 
7 v 7. 
3 forwards. 

HOCKEY Push pass, dribble, 
hit, centre pass, 
sidelines, shoot, 
attacking, 
defending, midfield, 
reverse stick, long 
corner. 

Correct grip, push pass, 
dribble, hit. Use of 
reverse stick. 

Safety rules and boundary rules. 
Understanding what skills and 
decisions are necessary for 
attacking and defending play. 
Including angle of support and 
finding space. 
Positioning of the defense, 
midfield and attack. 

Even sided 
games up to 
7 v 7. 

NETBALL Pass, receive, dodge, 
move, positions, 
offside, obstruction, 
contact, penalty 
pass, free pass, 
creating & holding 
space. 

Chest pass, single 
handed pass, bounce 
pass, shooting. 

Safety rules and boundary rules. 
Understanding what skills and 
decisions are necessary for 
attacking and defending play. 
Including angle of support and 
finding and creating space. 
Holding space and blocking out 
of the circle. 

7 v 7 game. 
4 v 3 around the 
D. 

GYMNASTICS Body tension, 
control, sequence, 
strength, flexibility, 
movement, flight, 
counter tension/ 
balance, formations. 

Group balances and 
sequences. Technique 
of flight and body 
shape. Formation and 
movement of the group 
as a whole. 

Safety rules. 
Performing sequences in groups 
that fulfill specified criteria, 
exhibiting movement that is 
controlled and can be repeated. 
Using strategies to aid timing 
within the group They need to 
practice and evaluate their 
sequence to refine and develop 
their performance. 

Produce a group 
sequence 
involving 
balance, 
movement and 
flight using 
apparatus. 

FITNESS Strength, 
suppleness, speed, 
stamina, 
programme, circuit 
training, warm - up, 
cool down, target 
setting, distance, 
repetitions, sets. 

Use of all equipment 
safely, with the correct 
technique. 
Use sets and 
repetitions to plan a 
programme. Use CV 
equipment to set 
distance/ time target 

Safety rules. 
To be able to move around a 
circuit training programme and 
also to follow a set programme. 
To plan their own programme 
thinking about the areas they 
are weakest in i.e. stamina or 
strength. 
To work at maximum levels to 
fulfil team challenges. 

Types of training; 
circuit, 
programmes, 
working in pairs, 
team challenges. 

  



BADMINTON Badminton, singles, 
court boundaries, 
grip, stance, 
backhand, forehand, 
drop shot, overhead, 
tramlines, 
shuttlecock, net, 
racket. Service, 
scoring, out, service 
line, rally. 

Serve, rally, drop 
shot, overhead 
clear. 
Play a competitive 
game of ½ court 
singles up to a set 
amount of points. 
Understand the 
scoring system for 
singles. 

Boundary rules, what is in and out 
for singles. 
To be able to maintain a cooperative 
rally using a variety of shots. The 
techniques of the serve, drop shot 
and overhead clear. 
Developing movement around the 
court. 
Playing in a ½ court singles game 
with an understanding of the scoring 
system. 
Planning, organising and running a 
tournament. 

Singles games 
up to a set 
amount of 
points, with 
scorers.. 
Organisation 
and running of 
tournaments 
within courts. 

ATHLETICS Track events, field 
events, 100m, 200m 
800m, shot putt, long 
jump. Javelin. Pacing, 
technique. relay. 

Sprinting, sprint 
starts, dip finish. 
Pacing, throwing, 
jumping. 
Measuring using 
stopwatch and 
tape measure. 
Hand over 
technique. 

Safety rules and boundary rules. 
Sprinting and distance techniques 
and the difference between them. 
The ability to start and pick up 
during sprinting, to use pace to 
complete the 800m. To be able to 
coach and help each other with 
regards to technique. 

Individual 
performance 
with partner 
support and 
feedback. 
Personal bests 
and  in maximal 
effort. 
Team 
competitions. 

CRICKET Bowling, batting, long 
barrier, fielding, 
catching, stumps, out 

Different kinds of 
throw appropriate 
to the situation. 
Catch, strike. Seam 
and spin bowling. 
Batting to score 
and batting to 
defend. 

Safety rules and boundary rules and 
markings.. 
Attacking and defending. Decisions 
made as a batter and fielder. 
Bowling for competitive situations. 
Communication between batting 
pair. Field setting for individual 
players or situations. 

Individual skills. 
Bowling 
technique for 
seamand spin. 
Team paired 
cricket game. 

ROUNDERS Bowling, batter, long 
barrier, fielding, 
posts, bases. ½ 
rounder, out. 
Outfield, infield. 
Backing up, no-ball. 

Different kinds of 
throw appropriate 
for the situation. 
Catch, hit, bowl. 
Understand what a 
no-ball is.  

Safety rules and boundary rules and 
markings. 
Attacking and defending. Improving 
decisions made as a batter and 
fielder.  Communication between 
fielders to help make decisions. 
Setting and moving the fielders 
when appropriate. 

Individual skills. 
Paired throwing 
and catching 
Full game with 
umpires who 
score and call 
no-balls. 

 
General Knowledge: 
 
Major Muscles: Biceps, triceps, gastrocnemius, abdominals, quadriceps, hamstrings, trapezius, deltoids, pectorals, 
latissimus dorsi. 
Main bones for support and protection: Cranium, ribs, femur, tibia, humerus, vertebrae, sternum, pelvis, scapula. 
Joints: Freely moveable or synovial. Knee and elbow. Hinge joint, ball and socket joint. 
Role of ligaments and tendons: support and prevent dislocation, attach and pull on muscles. 
Warm - up: Mobilisation, light jog and dynamic stretches, skill specific drills and mental rehearsal. 
Cool down: Light jog, stretches and gradually decrease muscle temperature, heart rate and breathing rate. 
Short term effects of exercise: Increase heart rate, breathing rate and muscle temperature. Prevent injury. More O2 to 
the muscles and Co2 to the lungs. 
Long term effects of exercise: Increased muscle size, increased stamina, complete everyday tasks without tiring 
Decreased resting heart rate and hypertrophy. 
 
  



Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 

Topic 1 - Can Goodness 
Overcome Evil? 
 
This unit looks at the 
philosophical nature of 
‘good’ and ‘evil’. Do they 
really exist? 
 

 An understanding of what evil is and the different types of 
evil that there are.  

 An understanding of what causes moral evil and natural evil.  

 An understanding of how ancient societies explained the 
existence of evil and suffering.  

 An understanding of the link between different religions that 
hold similar views about the existence of evil and suffering.  

 An understanding of the Christian story of Adam and Eve (the 
fall) and how this links to Christian beliefs about evil and 
suffering.  

 An understanding of the Christian belief of free will and how 
this relates to the issue of evil and suffering.  

 An understanding of the problem of evil argument including 
counter-arguments.  

 An understanding of the complexity of the Christian ideas of 
heaven and hell and how these relate to the overall topic. 

 Case study – Sam Childers – ‘the machine gun preacher’ –a 
consideration of how one Christian uses violence to fight 
against extreme violence and evil in South Sudan.  

 An understanding of the Hindu beliefs that relate to the topic 
of evil and suffering.  

 Case Study – Gandhi – putting Hindu beliefs into practice.  

 A consideration of where our ideas of good and evil actually 
come from. Exploring the impact of religion, history, 
philosophy, society etc. on our understanding of good and 
evil.  

Topic 2 - The Arguments 
for and against God and 
religion 
 
A study in 2 parts: 

1. The arguments for 
and against God 

2. The arguments for 
and against 
religion 

 

 An understanding of what trust and faith is and why it is 
important when considering this topic.  

 An understanding of the most common arguments for or 
against the existence of God.  

 An understanding of the cosmological argument. 

 An understanding of the teleological argument.   

 An understanding of the argument from religious experience. 

 An understanding of the problem of evil and suffering.  

 An understanding of the ontological argument. 

 An understanding of Sigmund Freud’s views that God is an 
illusion.  

 An understanding of Karl Marx’s views that God is a method 
of control. 

 A consideration of the impact that religion has had (good and 
bad) on human history.  

Topic 3 – What happens 
when we die?  
 
Immortality, afterlife and 
different religious views 
on what happens when we 
die.  
 

 An understanding of what the term afterlife means and how 
different cultures and religions represent this.  

 An understanding of the Egyptian views regarding the 
afterlife.  

 An understanding of the Aztec views regarding the afterlife. 

 An understanding of the Abrahamic religions (Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam) views regarding the afterlife.  

 An understanding of the Hindu and Buddhist ideas of the 
afterlife.  



 An understanding of the Sikh views regarding the afterlife.  

 An understanding of dualism. 

 An understanding of the term immortality and the pros and 
cons of this concept.  

 An understanding of how legacy and memory could be 
considered examples of immortality. 

 An understanding of the scientific and technological work 
that is being done to make immortality a reality in the future.  

 An understanding of the impact that social media can have 
on what could be considered immortality. 

 A study of near death experiences – are these evidence of life 
after death?  

Topic 4 – The Life of 
Muhammad  
 
This unit explores the life 
of Muhammad and 
considers the impact it has 
on Muslims around the 
world today.  
 

 An understanding of what Mecca and Saudi Arabia was like at 
the time of Muhammad.  

 An understanding of the tribes and clan system that kept 
order in Arabian society at the time.  

 An understanding of the five pillars of Islam, The Qur’an and 
the Hadith.  

 The revelations that Muhammad had and the influences that 
these have had on modern Islam. 

 The key events in the life of Muhammad and how these 
contributed to the survival and spread of Islam.  

 The conflict that existed at the time between the early 
Muslims and the Quraysh tribe.  

 An understanding of how the five pillars were started, why 
they were important for early Muslims and why they are still 
important to modern Muslims.  

Topic 5 – Can Buddhism 
make people happy?  
 
What Is happiness? And 
how can people achieve 
it? This unit looks at 
philosophical ideas of 
happiness and compares 
these to Buddhism. 
 

 An understanding of what happiness could be.  

 The story of Siddhartha Gautama and the key events in his 
life that led him to become the Buddha.  

 An understanding of the four sights that inspired the journey 
of the Buddha.  

 An understanding of the concepts of Dukkha, Anicca and 
Anatta.  

 An understanding of the three poisons. 

 An understanding of the eightfold path. 

 An understanding of suffering and evil from a Buddhist 
perspective. 

 Examples of how people could use the eightfold path to help 
them throughout their lives.   

 
  



Science  

Atomic structure 

This includes Dalton’s simple atomic model, atoms and molecules as particles, the differences between atoms, 

elements and compounds. It will also introduce chemical reactions being the arrangement of atoms, the 

difference between chemical and physical changes, conservation of mass and the use of chemical symbols and 

formulae for elements and compounds. 

Health 

This topic will cover the effects of recreational drugs (including substance abuse) on behaviour, health and life 

processes. 

Changes in systems 

This topic includes energy as a quantity that can be quantifies and calculated. The concept that total energy 

has the same value before and after a change. It also covers using physical processes and mechanisms, rather 

than energy, to explain the intermediate steps that bring about such changes. Other process that involve 

energy transfer will be taught e.g. dropping an object.  Finally comparing the starting will the final conditions 

of a system and describing increases and decreases in the amounts of energy associated with movements, 

temperatures, changes in positions in a field, in elastic distortions and in chemical compositions will be taught. 

Earth and atmosphere 

This topic will cover the composition and structure of the Earth, the composition of the atmosphere and Earth 

as a source of limited resources and the efficacy of recycling. 

Human nutrition 

This will include the content of a healthy human diet, calculations of energy requirements, consequences of 

dietary imbalance, the tissues and organs of the human digestive system, the importance of bacteria in the 

human digestive system and how plants make their food by photosynthesis and gain their minerals and water 

from the soil. 

Heating and Cooling 

This topic covers heating and thermal equilibrium. This encompasses movement of heat energy from hotter to 

cooler objects, conduction, convection and radiation and the use of insulators. 

Periodic Table 

This topic includes the varying physical and chemical properties of different elements, the principles 

underlying the Mendeleev Periodic Table, the groups and periods of the Periodic Table, metals and non-

metals, properties of metals and non-metals and how patterns in reactions can be predicted with reference to 

the Periodic Table. 

Ecology 

In this topic students will be taught about interdependence, including food webs and insect pollinated crops, 

the importance of plant reproduction through insect pollination in human food security and how organisms 

affect and are affected by their environment to include bioaccumulation.  

Magnetism 

This will cover magnetic poles, attraction and repulsion, magnetic fields by plotting with compass and 

representation by field lines, Earth’s magnetism, compass and navigation and the magnetic effect of a current, 

electromagnets and D.C. motors. 

 

 



Gas exchange 

The structure and functions of the human gas exchange system including its adaptations. The mechanism of 

breathing to move air in and out of the lungs, impact of exercise, asthmas and smoking on the human gas 

exchange system and the role of leaf stomata in gas exchange in plants. 

Energy 

Calculation of fuel uses and costs in the domestic context including comparing energy values of different foods 
in kJ, comparing power ratings of appliances in W, comparing amounts of energy transferred in J, kJ and kW 
hour, domestic fuel bills, fuel use and costs and fuels and energy resources. 
 
 

Assessment in Science 
There will usually be a short test (30minutes) at the end of each topic. We recommend a revision guide by CGP 

KS3 Science Complete Study and Practice. This includes topic questions and more exam style questions. There 

will be an end of year test that will include topics from Y7 and Y8. 

Throughout the year investigative skills will be revisited including variables, planning, recording, analysis and 

evaluation. 

 

  



 

 

 

The Year 9 

Curriculum  



Art and Design 

Unit 1 Dia de los Muertos 
Students are introduced to the customs and traditions of the ‘Dia de los Muertos’ celebrations in 
Mexico. They study the shape and proportions of the human and depict this in 3 dimensions using clay. 
They look to a range of contextual sources such as traditional and contemporary tattoo design in order 
to develop ideas for patterns to decorate their skull sculptures. Students revisit the colour theory learnt 
in year 7 to inform their choices when painting their skulls. 

Students are introduced to works by: 

 David Lozeau  
      
The are introduced to the following: 

 The traditions of and beliefs relating to the Dia de los muertos celebrations 

 The visual elements that define the celebrations 

 The conventions of skull proportions and anatomy of the head 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Painted skull sculpture 
 

Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Greenware clay  

 Leatherhard clay  

 Bisque or biscuit firing 

 Burnishing 

 Kiln 

 Firing 
 

Unit 2 Gridded eyes 
Building upon the learning from the “That’s so sweet….losing my marbles” unit in Year 8 students again 
rely on a grid to accurately depict eyes. They are taught about the common errors when drawing eyes 
and shown how to use tone effectively when drawing with pencil. 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Gridded eye drawing 

 Gridded self-portrait 

 
Unit 3 - Chiaroscuro  
Students are introduced to the work of Rembrandt and learn about the artistic device of ‘Chiaroscuro.’ 
Students develop their skills using chalk and charcoal to create an atmospheric self-portrait. 
 
They are introduced to the following concepts: 

 Applying light media to a dark background in order to create a sense of depth and volume in their work 
 
Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Chalk and charcoal self portrait 
 

Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Chiaroscuro 

 Tone 

 Contrast 
 

  



Unit 4 - Pattern and texture 
Students explore the use of pattern in their artwork and use it to achieve tonality, volume and texture 
in their work. They create a still life drawing and a mixed media landscape piece. Students work with 
increasing independence and ownership of their work in preparation for Key Stage 4.  
 
They are introduced to the following concepts: 

 Achieving contrasts, transitions and gradients using pattern. 

 Using a range of materials, techniques and processes to achieve texture and depth in their landscape work. 
 

Students will create the following pieces of artwork: 

 Still life pen drawing using pattern 

 Mixed media landscape 
 

Students will encounter the following terminology: 

 Transition 

 Gradient 

 Density 

 Impasto 

 Tone 

 Contrast 

 

  



Computer Science 

Computer Science is about understanding computers and computer systems.  Every day we use 

computer systems; modern civilisation could not function without it. Computer systems control 

airplanes, our health service, cars, coffee makers, washing machines, tax systems, the internet, 

microwave cookers, mobile phone networks, laptops, desktops, alarms, central heating, remote 

control televisions, traffic light systems and more.  To comprehend our place in the digital world, we 

must understand that it is the human that is clever - not the machine.  The CVC computing curriculum 

aims to de-mystify key aspects of the digital world and develop our students’ knowledge so they can 

grow into confident digital citizens. Students have one lesson of computing a week. Below is an 

overview of what pupils will learn. 

E-safety   

 CVC’s Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 

Business 

 Understand the importance of enterprise in business 

 Can discuss the role of the entrepreneur in business development 

 Understand the importance of a business plan and can persuade others to invest in a business venture (‘Dragon’s 
den type of project) 

 Can explain the marketing mix - 4Ps (Place, Product, Promotion, Price) 

 Understand the different pricing strategies used by a business (skimming, differential, psychological) 

 Understand the different promotional strategies used by a business (BOGOF, loss leader, gifts/sample) 

 Can create and evaluate the best type of advertising campaign to professionally promote their business  

 Explain why profit is important to most businesses (ROI) 

 Explain why businesses need to forecast flows of cash to and from the business 

 Can calculate simple cashflow forecast and apply it to their own business project  

Animation  

 can build a portfolio of work which contains clear signposts of their design, development, testing, and 
evaluation.  

 has reviewed at least two different animations (animated gifs / banners) and can identify its purpose, plus good 
and not so good features 

 can explain tweening and frame-by-frame animation 

 can design a storyboard which contains text, images, timing, sound 

 Following a brief, can create a competent animation which contains moving images, text, looping and sound 

 test the animation to check length of time, suitable frame rate, suitable message conveyed, suitable file format, 
looping correctly 

 can make improvements based on outcomes 

Database 

 has a basic understanding of what a database is and can identify at least two ways a database is useful in the 
wider world. 

 know data can be structured in tables and can create a simple, flat-file database. 

 They can import data into their own database, can use data to create an output and can query data  

 can create and modify database tables using a range of field types 

 be able to describe the primary key field in a database table.  

 can describe ways to maintain data integrity by describing situations where data can be validated on entry 
 

Text Programming (Python II) 

 can select and effectively use key programming concepts (input/output, sequencing, selection and iteration) 

 can use subroutines to make programs more efficient 

 can design and build a program in Python and accurately predict the behaviour of the program 

 can use a range of variables appropriately and efficiently 

 can identify and correct syntax errors with the help of interpreter error messages 

 can identify and correct logic errors by analysing program code 

 can explain the difference between syntax and logical errors 

 



Design Technology 

Unit of work Y9 Apartment Design 

Description Design and make a scale model fully fitted apartment from a standard shipping 
container.  

Main practical outcomes A detailed set of orthographic drawings and a complete and accurate scale model of an 
apartment, based on a shipping container format. 

Key technical vocabulary Scale, orthographic drawing, hierarchy of needs, fittings, fixtures, furnishings, 
compaction, fenestration. 

Key skills developed Model making with increasing accuracy from a wide range of materials.  Drawing to 
scale with increasing accuracy using drawing instruments and orthographic projection. 
 

Further study What does and architect do?  What does an interior designer do?  What does a building 
technician do?  What does a town planner do? How can a living space be designed for 
people with mobility or sight issues? 

 

Unit of work Y9 Bridge Building 

Description Design and make a bridge that supports a given load.  Construct a range of mechanism.  
Learn about the technology behind high rise buildings. 

Main practical outcomes A computer designed bridge that is successful in testing and costing.  A real model 
bridge that is tested to breaking point.  A number completed kit models for a range of 
mechanisms.  

Key technical vocabulary Tension, compression, shear, torsion, space-frame, beam, strut, cantilever, slab, 
engineered, shell, triangulation, reinforced, truss, elevator, cam, crank, pulley, gear 
train, velocity ratio, mechanical advantage. 

Key skills developed Understanding the concept of triangulation in space-frame structure.  Applying this in 
reality and computer modelling.  Construction of real models for a number of 
mechanical devices.  Understanding and calculation of velocity ratio, mechanical 
advantage. Understanding of the technological advances that lead to the construction 
of progressively taller buildings. 
 

Further study What is a geodesic dome? How does a cable stay bridge work? What is a space 
elevator?  What is a sky lobby?  What is a portal frame? What is a Geneva mechanism? 

 

In Food Technology, pupils will:   

 
Learn about… 

 The four Cs of food hygiene 
 Starch sauces and gelatinisation 
 The Eatwell plate 2016 
 Choosing, storing and cooking meat 
 How to research, design, plan and evaluate dishes 

 
Cook the following dishes… 

 Basic Ragu sauce 
 Ratatouille 
 Macaroni Cheese 
 Curry 
 Risotto 
 Stir fry 
 Own choice of ‘healthy’ meal 

 

  



Drama 

Overall Purpose of the Subject - Summary: 

Drama is often associated with ‘play’, especially play that involves pretending to be someone else. This 
act of ‘play’ is an important element of children’s learning. Drama is playful in that it draws on and 
develops young people’s aptitude for learning about themselves and the world around them by 
pretending to be other people in other situations. Drama is a powerful learning tool for teaching our 
students about different perspectives, it shows them how to have empathy, and it helps them to learn 
in a creative way. Drama is associated with artistic practices and has significance in a diversity of 
cultural contexts. As a curriculum subject, it gives students a practical knowledge of how drama works 
as an art form and encourages them to recognise how drama is integral to cultures in different times 
and places. Drama education is particularly closely allied to other art subjects. Drama is the perfect 
vehicle to develop the vital skills of independence, appreciation, concentration, cooperation, 
confidence, creativity, commitment, communication and critical thinking. These skills aid the future 
platform for success in the future world. 

Course Outline –Key Stage 3 

All students in year 7 and 8 are taught Drama for 1 lesson each week. In Year 9, pupils have the 

option to continue with Drama in preparation for GCSE.  Lesson are both theoretical and practical and 

are focused on developing a range of knowledge, skills and techniques that not only prepare the 

pupils for Drama at Key stage 4 but are  also  invaluable across other subject domains. Students are 

taught how to engage imaginatively and intelligently with a variety of stimuli and conventions 

through practical exploration. 

 

Students work on the concept of devising through a series of lessons based on the theme of Crime 

and Runaways. This develops their understanding of a variety of key drama techniques. Pupils will 

also study a variety of theatre practitioners through the staging of key moments of significant plays. 

Blood Brothers is the set text for GCSE and year 9 will experiment with significant points in order to 

build knowledge prior to GCSE.  This means that students can create performances for different 

audiences and purposes using various genres, styles, conventions and traditions successfully by the 

end of KS3. 

 

How can you support your child/resources? 

The more performance students are introduced to, the more able they will develop their skills. Useful 

websites such as national theatre’s official website offer a wide range of activities and ideas to 

develop and perform, BBC Bitesize also includes pages on key practitioners, terms and script studies. 

The Cambridge Arts Theatre, The Junction, ADC and Mumford Theatre offer some excellent choices 

for young people today.  

  



English 

The aim of Key Stage Three in English is to develop students’ understanding of and ability in the three 

central strands of the subject: Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening. All of the schemes of work 

students study during Years 7, 8 and 9 are designed to target one or more of these three foci with a 

formal assessment taking place in either Reading or Writing for every topic. As well as this, in each half 

term, the speaking and listening skills of the students are developed in every single topic covered 

through a range of activities designed to promote oral literacy.  

In English, Reading is the ability to comprehend a text, to be able to read both explicit and implicit 

meanings in it and to analyse how a writer has crafted that piece of writing and used language 

deliberately to create an intended effect on the reader. In writing, students should be able to craft a 

piece of writing for specific audiences and purposes, using structure, vocabulary and punctuation to 

create intended effects in a range of forms, including both creative and transactional. Finally, we 

develop students’ articulacy through speaking and listening tasks: this may be informal class discussion 

or in paired and group discussion or more formally through planned talk such as presentations, debates 

and hot-seating (where students take on characters from a text being studied and imagine their 

responses to questions posed by the group). 

The Key Stage Three curriculum is, of course, designed to prepare students for the rigour and 

expectations of GCSE studies at Key Stage Four – the assessments that students experience assess the 

same core knowledge, skills and in a similar style as at Key Stage Four, though of course at a level 

suitable for each year group. However, Key Stage Three is also vital in encouraging engagement: whilst 

we cannot study every great piece of Literature, we believe that we offer students a range. We aim to 

develop students who are literate in both the Classics and modern texts, have studied works and 

authors from the Literary Canon, including Shakespeare, Shelley, Stoker, Stevenson, Hardy and the War 

Poets, and who can see the vital importance of reading as part of their education and enriching their 

lives. 

See overleaf for the Year 9 English curriculum summary. 

 

  



Year 

group 
Topic Content 

Formal 

Assessment 
Subject specific vocabulary 

Y
e

ar
 9

 

Twentieth 

Century 

(American) 

Novel 

 

Students read a modern 

novel in full – likely to be an 

American classic such as ‘Of 

Mice and Men’ or ‘To Kill A 

Mockingbird’. They analyse 

central characters, themes 

and the way the writer 

employs language. There is a 

sharp focus on the influence 

of context on an author e.g. 

The Great Depression and 

the Thirties in America on 

Steinbeck’s body of work or 

issues of prejudice and 

discrimination on Harper Lee 

Analysis of 

character or 

theme related to 

context 

(Reading) 

 

Social, historical, cultural context; 

themes; literary 

devices/techniques; narrator; 

analysis; juxtaposition; genre; 

conventions; reader’s response; 

authorial intent; pathetic fallacy; 

critical stance; 

feminism/racism/prejudice/ 

discrimination 

War Poetry 

 

Students study a collection 

of war poets from the 

propaganda poetry of Jessie 

Pope to Siegfried Sassoon 

and Wilfred Owen, analysing 

the techniques employed by 

poets to communicate their 

message and the influence of 

context 

Analysis of 

‘Dulce et 

Decorum Est’ or 

comparison 

between ‘Dulce 

et Decorum Est’ 

& ‘Who’s for the 

Game?’ 

(Reading) 

metaphor; simile; personification; 

alliteration; onomatopoeia; verse; 

stanza; persona; rhythm/rhyme; 

contrast; enjambement; assonance; 

juxtaposition; anaphora; hyperbole; 

oxymoron 

Gothic Horror 

 

Students will study extracts 

from Gothic Horror to learn 

about the features of this 

influential genre. Students 

will analyse excerpts from 

Mary Shelley’s ‘Frankenstein’ 

to Bram Stoker’s ‘Dracula’ 

and Edgar Allan Poe 

Write own 

Gothic Horror 

piece (Writing) 

Genre; Gothic; conventions; 

supernatural; madness; isolation; 

darkness; fate; tension and 

suspense; pathetic fallacy; omens; 

death; Prometheus; over-reaching; 

science vs religion 

Shakespeare 

– Much Ado 

About 

Nothing 

Students will study the entire 

play, learning about the 

conventions of 

Shakespearean comedy and 

considering the themes and 

characters as well as 

Shakespeare’s use of 

language for comedy and 

considerations of feminism 

Essay on 

Benedick and 

Beatrice’s 

changing 

relationship over 

the course of the 

play (Reading) 

Play; playwright; bard; the Canon; 

Early modern English; comedy; 

conventions; genre; context; farce; 

word play; puns; low characters; 

prose; blank verse; dramatic irony 



Non-Fiction: 

Controversy 

Students explore the 

features of non-fiction 

genres and forms of writing, 

such as magazine and 

newspaper articles to have a 

powerful effect on the 

reader. This is achieved 

through exploring 

controversial issues in 

society such as gaming, body 

image or through 

controversial figures such as 

Katie Hopkins who write with 

the intention to shock 

Balanced article 

looking at both 

sides of an 

argument to do 

with a 

controversial 

issue (Writing) 

Lists; rule of 3/triple; repetition; 

persuade; argue; inform; emotive 

language; personal anecdote; 

counter-argument; controversy; 

extreme/shock statements; 

fragments; 

End of year 

exam 

Students consolidate their 

learning and knowledge over 

the last three years in both 

Reading and Writing in their 

preparation for the end of 

year exam – students will be 

examined on two extracts of 

non-fiction and need to write 

their own transactional 

piece. In the last 2 weeks of 

the term they will study The 

Withered Arm by Thomas 

Hardy 

End of Year 

exam (Reading & 

Writing) 

Explicit; implicit; effects; analysis; 

personal response; structure; 

organisation; word classes; literary 

devices/ techniques; complex 

punctuation; accuracy; sentence 

structure 

 

  



Geography 

The Year 9 Geography curriculum develops and uses skills and knowledge introduced in Year 7 & 8 as 

well as introducing students to a variety of new geographical topics, both physical and human. The 

curriculum is outlined below, along with suggested resources for use at home and the key terminology 

relating to this curriculum. During the units of study additional resources or web sites may be given to 

the students. In Year 9 students will have two Geography lessons per week.  

Violent Earth 

 Structure of the earth 

 Plate tectonics 

 Volcanoes- structure 

 Super volcanoes 

 Earthquakes- including case study examples 

 ASSESSMENT: Violent Earth  

Globalisation  

 What is Globalisation? 

 Structure of industry 

 The global clothing industry 

 Trade game 

 Trans National Companies 

 Accident or mass murder? Focus on clothing industry in Bangladesh 

 ASSESSMENT: Globalisation - accident or mass murder? 

Geography of Crime 

 What is crime 

 Crime levels in the UK 

 Perceptions of crime 

 Crime in the local area 

 Mapping crime 

 Causes of crime 

 How can design help tackle crime 

 ASSESSMENT: Reducing crime in an inner city area 

Ecosystems 

 Introduction to ecosystems 

 Food webs and food chains 

 Human intervention in ecosystems 

 Case study of a named ecosystem 

 ASSESSMENT: on ecosystem 

Leisure 

 Changes in leisure patterns in UK 

 National Parks in UK 

 Country Parks 

 ASSESSMENT: Design a country park 

Weather and Climate  

 Recap of weather and climate: types of rainfall, factors affecting temperature 

 Weather systems: Depressions and anticyclones 

 Weather events: Case studies of recent weather events 

 Global climates 

 ASSESSMENT: Test of key terms and processes 

 



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

BBC Bitesize- KS3 Geography 

lizardpoint.com/geography- good online quizzes 

www.police.co.uk 

www.ukcrimestats.com 

www.bbc.co.uk/weather 

There are often good documentaries on television which students will be alerted to as well as any geographical events 

which occur locally, nationally or internationally. 

 

  

http://www.police.co.uk/
http://www.ukcrimestats.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather


History 

 

Topic Question Type of 
Thinking 

Content Assessment 

19th Century 
USA 

For whom was the 
USA a ‘sweet land of 
liberty’? 

Diversity Experiences of African-Americans, Native 
Americans and European immigrants. 

Essay 

     

The abolition 
of the slave 
trade 

Why have historians 
disagreed about the 
abolition of the slave 
trade? 

Interpretations The Triangle of Trade, historians who have 
studied the slave trade. 

Booklet 

     

19th British 
political 
history 

How did Britain 
become a democracy 
c,1800-1918? 

Change The Great Reform Act, Chartism, the 1867 & 
1884 Reform Acts, the formation of the 
Labour Party, Suffragettes, Suffragists, the 
1918 Representation of the People Act. 

Essay 

     

The First 
World War 

Why did the First 
World War break out 
in 1914? 

Causation Events of 1914, European nationalism, 
militarism and imperialism and the alliance 
system. 

Essay 

 Was WWI the ‘Great 
War’ for the people 
of Cottenham? 

Significance The impact of the First World War on the local 
area. 

Short essay 

     

Communist 
Russia 

Did Russia become a 
Communist 
paradise? 

Evidential 
enquiry 

The Russian Revolution, Stalin’s accession to 
power, life in Stalin’s Russia.  

Exam-style 
question 

     

The Second 
World War 

What caused the 
Second World War? 

Causation The Treaty of Versailles, appeasement,  Short essay 

 Who won the Second 
World War? 

Causation The invasion of Poland, the Battle of Britain, 
Dunkirk, Pearl Harbour, Midway, Stalingrad, El 
Alamein, Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Cartoon 

     

The 
Holocaust 

How should we 
remember the 
Holocaust? 

Interpretations Ways in which the Holocaust has been 
remembered. 

Discussion 

     

The Cold War How scary was the 
Cold War? 

Change Events of the Cold War 1946-1991 Short-
answer 
questions 

     

The Arab-
Israeli conflict 

Why is the Arab-
Israeli conflict so 
hard to solve? 

Causation Birth of Israel, Palestine since the 19th century. Short essay 

 

  



Mathematics 

TERM Relevant calculations are taught continuously in appropriate places 

AUTUMN 

This term is one large module of work using triangles as the vehicle for delivery.   
Emphasis throughout is on evidence and proof.   
All classes follow the same scheme and use the same resources.   
It is the start of GCSE 

Classifying triangles and quadrilaterals 
Regular polygons 

 

Sequences  

Hypotheses and testing them 
Processing and representing data 

 

Pythagoras’  

Algebraic shape  

Number types and patterns  

Rotations, reflection, translation, enlargement  

Similar triangles  

Trigonometry  

SPRING CORE EXTENSION 

Number  
Theory 

Brackets, powers, roots and reciprocals 
Positive integer powers, real roots (square, cube and 
higher), powers of  2, 3, 4, 5 
Square numbers up to 15 x 15 
Powers of 10 
Standard form,  A x 10n, where  1≤  A ≤ 10 and n is an 
integer , with and without calculator   
Prime numbers, factors (divisors), multiples, common 
factors, common multiples, highest common factor, lowest 
common multiple, prime factorisation (including product of 
prime factors written in index form) 

 
 
 
 
Estimate powers and roots 
of any given positive number  
Fractional indices 

Algebra  
Manipulation 

Expressions, equations, formulae, inequalities, terms and 
factors, identities (including those involving surds) 

 ab in place of a × b 

 3y in place of y + y + y and 3 × y 

 a² in place of a × a, a³ in place of a × a × a, a²b in 
place of a × a × b 

 
𝑎

𝑏
 in place of a ÷ b  

 coefficients written as fractions rather than as 
decimals 

 brackets   

 in simplest form without explicit instructions to do 
so 

 collecting like terms 

 multiplying a single term over a bracket 

 taking out common factors 

 simplifying expressions involving sums, products 
and powers including the laws of indices 

 expanding products of two binomials  

 factorising quadratic expressions of the form  x2 + bx 
+ c 

Algebraic proof 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 expanding products 
of two or more 
binomials  

 factorising quadratic 
expressions of the 
form ax2 + bx + c 

  



Angles  
and  

Polygons 

Points, lines, vertices, edges, planes, parallel lines, perpendicular 
lines, right angles, polygons, regular polygons and polygons with 
reflection and/or rotation symmetries 
Angles at a point, angles at a point on a straight line, vertically 
opposite angles, alternate and corresponding angles 
Angle propeties of polygons 
Simple proofs 

 
 
 
 
 
Circle theorems 
and proofs 

Functions and 
Graphs 

Straight line graphs 
Parallel line graphs 

 
Perpendicular line 
graphs 

SUMMER CORE EXTENSION 

Equations  
and  

Inequalities 

Linear equations 
Simultaneous linear equations 

 

Circles 

Centre, radius, chord, diameter, circumference, tangent, arc, 
sector and segment 

circumference of a circle = 2r = d  

                                               area of a circle = r² 
arc lengths, angles and areas of sectors of circles 

 

Fractions 
Decimals 

Percentages 

Rounding 
Fraction, decimal and percentage calculations 
Changing between fractions, decimals and percentages 

 

Ratio and 
Proportion 

Ratio notation 
Ratio in calculations, including dnesity and pressure 
Proportion  

 

Measure 
Perimeter Area 

Volume 

Faces, surfaces, edges of 3D shpaes 
Area of triangles, parallelograms, trapezia  
Volume of cuboids and other right prisms (including cylinders) 
Perimeter of circles, areas of circles and composite shapes 
Surface area and volume of spheres, pyramids, cones and 
composite solids including frustums 
plans and elevations of 3D shapes 
construct and interpret plans and elevations of 3D shapes 

 

 

 

  



Modern Foreign Languages 

FRENCH 

Units 1 and 2 (September-December): Media and future plans 
Students learn to talk and write about media, using the past, present and future tenses. Students will 
also continue to develop their understanding of extended grammatical structures and use the future 
tense to talk and write about their future education and employment plans.  
 
Units 3 and 4 (January-Easter): Health and lifestyle, past and present 
Students learn to talk about their health and lifestyle. They will learn practical vocabulary for dealing 
with illness and imperatives to advise others on healthy lifestyles. Students will also use a range of 
tenses to talk about past events and activities as well as what they do now.  
 
Units 5 and 6 (Easter-July): Holidays and issues affecting young people 
Students learn to talk and write in more detail about holiday plans and activities in a range of 
different tenses. They will learn practical language for booking holiday accommodation and use some 
simple conditional tenses. Students will also read extended articles about world issues and learn how 
to give their opinions on them.  
 
Work throughout the year is assessed by regular homework tasks and vocabulary tests and 
assessments covering the four skill areas will take place throughout the year.  Grammar points 
covered throughout the year will include: 

 Verb forms in past, present and future 

 Conditional tense 

 Imperfect tense (upper sets only) 

 negatives 

 Imperatives 

 Justifying opinions 

 adjectives 

 Object pronouns (upper sets only) 

 Time expressions  

 Connectives and intensifiers 
 
To support their learning at home students could: 

 Consolidate material covered in class through regular revision 

 Develop their written French into longer, more detailed paragraphs 

 Re-read class notes and revise new verb forms and vocabulary carefully 

 Practise pronouncing and spelling new words 

 Learn key grammatical structures 

 Begin to recognise patterns in order to develop their understanding of the new language 

 Review their class work and identify areas where they require further support 

 Review written homework to check for accuracy before handing in 
 
www.linguascope.com – username and password can obtained from any of the Modern Languages 
teachers 
Textbook: Expo 3 red/green published by Pearson 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 

  

http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


GERMAN (Second Language group only) 

Units 1 and 2 (September-December): Holidays, shopping and food and drink. 
Students learn to talk and write about the weather, their holiday and leisure activities. They will also 
learn transactional language that will allow them to buy things in shops, order in a café and discuss 
money. A key grammatical focus will be the use of the past tense.  
 

Units 3 and 4 (January-Easter): Free-time and health. 
Students learn to talk and write in detail about after school activities, TV and film, illness, health and 
fitness. They will also develop further their understanding of the different tenses.  
 
Units 5 and 6 (Easter- July): Going out, trips and excursions. 
Students learn to talk and write in detail about clothes, social events, their daily routine, school trips 
and visiting a German city. They will also learn different types of invitations and how to accept/turn 
down invitations and give reasons. They will develop strategies to make their work more detailed and 
interesting.  
 
In addition, students will cover some additional topic areas and grammar points to help them prepare 
fully for the GCSE course. 
Work throughout the year is assessed by regular homework tasks and vocabulary tests and 
assessments covering the four skill areas will take place throughout the year.  Grammar points 
covered throughout the year will include: 

 Tenses – present, past and future 

 The accusative case 

 The different between nicht and kein 

 Prepositions 

 Expressing preferences 

 Verbs with infinitives 

 Plural nouns 

 Verbs (e.g. können, müssen) 

 Adverbs of frequency and sequencers 

 The imperative 

 Weil  

 Adjectives 

 Separable verbs 

 Time manner place 
 
To support their learning at home students could: 

 Consolidate material covered in class through regular revision 

 Develop their written French into longer, more detailed paragraphs 

 Re-read class notes and revise new verb forms and vocabulary carefully 

 Practise pronouncing and spelling new words 

 Learn key grammatical structures 

 Begin to recognise patterns in order to develop their understanding of the new language 

 Review their class work and identify areas where they require further support 

 Review written homework to check for accuracy before handing in 
 
Links: 
www.linguascope.com – username and password can obtained from any of the Modern Languages 
teachers 
Textbook: Echo 2  published by Heinemann (www.heinemann.co.uk) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk  

http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.heinemann.co.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


SPANISH (Second language group only) 

Units 1 and 2 (September-December): Meeting and describing others and food and drink 
Students learn to talk and write in further detail about themselves and others as well as a range of 
vocabulary associated with food, drink and healthy lifestyles. They will focus on increasing their 
understanding of more complex grammatical structures and how language should be used in 
different situations.  
 
Units 3 and 4 (January-Easter): Holidays and shopping 
Students learn to talk and write in detail about holidays (using a range of tenses) and the key 
vocabulary and structures needed for shopping for clothes. Students will develop their understanding 
of a range of tenses and be able to communicate using different time frames. 
 
Units 5 and 6 (Easter-July): Free time and health 
Students learn to talk and write in detail about the media, films and the cinema.They will also learn 
practical vocabulary for dealing with illness. Students will practise justifying opinions and further 
develop their use of the different tenses.  
 
Work throughout the year is assessed by regular homework tasks and vocabulary tests and 
assessments covering the four skill areas will take place throughout the year.  Grammar points 
covered throughout the year will include: 

 Verb forms in past, present and future 

 Adjectives and comparisons 

 Justifying opinions 

 Adverbs 

 Object pronouns 

 Time expressions  

 Connectives and intensifiers 
 
To support their learning at home students could: 

 Consolidate material covered in class through regular revision 

 Develop their written Spanish into longer, more detailed paragraphs 

 Re-read class notes and revise new verb forms and vocabulary carefully 

 Practise pronouncing and spelling new words 

 Learn key grammatical structures 

 Begin to recognise patterns in order to develop their understanding of the new language 

 Review their class work and identify areas where they require further support 

 Review written homework to check for accuracy before handing in 
 
Links: 
www.linguascope.com – username and password can obtained from any of the Modern Languages 
teachers 
Textbook: ¡Listos! 2 published by Heinemann (www.heinemann.co.uk) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 

  

http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.heinemann.co.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


Music 

“Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and charm and 
gaiety to life and to everything.” 

Plato 
 

Music enables learning through the medium of sound and soul. Music allows students to experience great 
enjoyment through a remarkable combination of simultaneous ear, eye, brain and kinetic activity and learning. 
Music is at the heart of spiritual, moral, social and cultural learning. Students develop confidence, resilience 
and empathy through performing and creating. 
 
Course Overview 
Music at KS3 is a two-year course taught as one 60 minute lesson per week during year 7 and 8, covering a 
wide range of music. It encourages pupils to develop creativity, analytical thinking, technical skills, teamwork 
and an appreciation of different cultures and a variety of composers and artists. Pupils who do well in KS3 
lessons and who are regularly involved in music beyond this are well-equipped to undertake music in year 9. 
The objective of Music in year 9 is to allow students taking music at KS4 to begin their studies at GCSE whilst 
still providing effective opportunities for students who do not choose Music to achieve the very best level that 
they can at the end of KS3.   
 
Assessment of understanding 
Understanding is measured by performing and recording practical work in response to given briefs, evaluative 

responses by students and by undertaking end of unit keyword tests.  

Performing To perform in time with confidence and expression.  
Skills are developed individually and in groups, on voice and a variety of instruments, using 
different notations covering a range of traditions and styles. (students learning an 
instrument externally are encouraged to use this skill in class, including sequencing, rap and 
beatbox)  

Composition To generate, develop and structure ideas to captivate an audience. 
Pupils will develop their ability to compose, improvise and notate music material through 
both live performance and music technology (Sibelius, pro-logic and GarageBand). They will 
explore a variety of musical structures and styles.  

Listening and  
appraising 

To recognise musical features and evaluate the impact these have on the mood, purpose 
and style of the piece. 
Students receive a baseline listening assessment at the start of year 7 which focuses on 
basic recognition of instruments, voices, metres and devices which lays the foundation for 
further understanding within the course. They receive a final exam during year 8. In 
addition all work requires listening and appraising. This includes music studied, pupils own 
work and that of others. A revision booklet is under construction and will be shared with 
pupils to support learning of key terms.  

 

In Year 9, students expand on their awareness of different styles and genres. They learn to perform 
convincingly within a style and deliberately explore these features within different contexts, aiming to bring 
individuality to their work. 
 
Ground Bass: Students learn that Ground Bass has spanned centuries, including the 20th century. They 
perform a Ground bass and notate their own melodic variations, incorporating this into a modern style. 
 
Epic soundtracks: Students are introduced to title music for film and explore the way in which a theme tune is 
heard in contrasting moods. Students learn a classical theme and are given the task is to transform this into a 
soundtrack for an epic film.  
 
 



Arrangements: Students will review popular music and create an arrangement of a chosen song making full 
use of the resources available, including live recording with pro-logic. This project develops beyond the 
classroom as part of a leadership project. Students will be invited to prepare, lead, audition and mentor 
younger students for our annual Battle of the Bands.  
Extension: Half-term recording workshop led by Cambridgeshire Music, using pro-logic. 
 
Jazz: Students will learn about different styles of jazz and develop improvisation skills, scales and more 
complex chords. They will develop further understanding of the instruments and performance roles within an 
ensemble.  
 
Musicals: Students will learn about different types of musicals and explore the ways in which songs and song 

styles serve the plot and the audience. They will explore the theme of identity and struggle in a variety of 

musicals including Wicked, Les Miserables, Shrek, Billy Elliot before creating their own song for a class musical. 

 

Enrichment activities 
Enrichment activities are varied and provide an opportunity for pupils to progress as they move through the 
school. Orchestra (classical instrumentalists) and Music Factory (bands) run after school throughout the year. 
Woodwind/ Jazz band meet at a lunchtime. Mixed vocal groups for year 7 and 8, acapella group for 9+, and 
theory club run for set periods during the year. Informal events include lunchtime gigs for aspiring performers 
and Battle of the Bands which is run by the year 9 leadership group in the summer term. Formal events include 
a GCSE showcase, Christmas concert and summer concert in which class work is showcased, in addition to 
extra-curricular groups. The school take opportunities, when available to invite students to work with outside 
musicians and participate in half-term workshops. Instrumental lessons are available on a range of 
instruments. Please contact Miss Manser for details cmanser@cvcweb.net 
 

To support progress in music 
Students will be expected to take on more demanding, significant parts and roles within group work. This can 
be supported by: 
 Regular practice of an instrument skill at home either with a tutor or online.  
 Access to a keyboard or guitar at home will support this. 
 www.chordfind - fingers for any guitar chord 
 www.drummerworld - showcasing masters at work 
 
Independent study of theory via online apps or theory club in term 2 
 Review of revision booklets shared to students in each year  
 Music theory guy 
 www.musictheory.net 
 Teoria (tutorials and exercises for music theory and ear training) 
 
Listening and understanding a wide range of instruments and styles 
 www.bbc.co.uk/gcsebitesize/elementsofmusic 
 www.dsokids.com 
 www.youtube.com 
 Participation in a musical ensemble outside of the classroom. 

 

  

mailto:cmanser@cvcweb.net
http://www.drummerworld/
http://www.music/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music
http://www.dsokids.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


Physical Education 

By the end of year 9 all student should know and be able to do the following. Students will be placed 
into groups for the year and they will participate in a number of activities that they will have some 
choice in out of the following: 
 

SPORTS TERMS & VOCABULARY CAN DO SKILLS APPLICATION & UNDERSTANDING CONTEXT 

RUGBY Types of pass, ruck, 
maul, offside, 
numbering up, switch, 
punts, grubbers, drop 
kicks, line-out calls, 
penalty moves. 
Wingers, centres, half 
backs, props, second 
row, back row. 

Taking contact, ball 
presentation, Driving 
the maul. Front 5 
scrum positions. 
Using a variety of 
passes to create 
space. Line-out catch, 
protect and drive. 

The understanding of what to do 
when you are a ball carrier or in a 
support role. 
Decisions to be made when you 
make contact or are tackled. 
Positions in and around a set 
piece. Roles and responsibilities 
of positions for forwards and 
backs. 
Safety rules, laws of the game 
and pitch markings. Refereeing 
decisions to ensure safe play. 

7 v 7 through to 
10 v 10 and 12 
v 12. 
Half backs and 
half forwards.. 
 

HOCKEY Push pass, dribble, hit, 
centre pass, sidelines, 
shoot, attacking, 
defending, midfield, 
reverse stick, wings, 
sweeper, penalty 
corner, long corner, hit 
outs. 

Correct grip, push 
pass, dribble, hit. Use 
of reverse stick. Set 
up for attacking and 
defending a  penalty 
corner. 

Safety rules and boundary rules. 
Understanding what skills and 
decisions are necessary for 
attacking and defending play. 
Including angle of support and 
finding space. 
Positioning of the defense, 
midfield and attack, using 
channels. Positioning for penalty 
corners when attacking and 
defending. 

Even sided 
games up to 
11 v 11 full 
pitch.. 

NETBALL Pass, receive, dodge, 
move, positions, 
offside, obstruction, 
contact, penalty pass, 
free pass, creating & 
holding space. 

Chest pass, single 
handed pass, bounce 
pass, shooting. 
Moving into space, 
creating space. 

Safety rules and boundary rules. 
Understanding what skills and 
decisions are necessary for 
attacking and defending play. 
Including angle of support and 
finding and creating space. 
Holding space and blocking out of 
the circle. Set plays from the 
centre pass. 

7 v 7 game. 
Set plays for 
the centre 
pass.. 

GYMNASTICS Body tension, control, 
sequence, strength, 
flexibility, movement, 
flight, vaulting, 
balance. 

Group balances and 
sequences. 
Technique of flight 
and body shape.  

Safety rules. 
Performing larger group balances 
that fulfill specified criteria and 
problems to solve.  Using 
strategies to aid timing when 
using flight techniques to get over 
equipment. Executing set vaults. 
They need to practice and 
evaluate their sequence to refine 
and develop their performance. 

Produce a large 
group balance. 
Problem 
solving. 
Learning set 
vaulting 
techniques over 
boxes and off 
mini 
trampolines. 

  



FITNESS Strength, suppleness, 
speed, stamina, 
programme, circuit training, 
warm - up, cool down, 
target setting, distance, 
repetitions, sets. 

Use of all 
equipment safely, 
with the correct 
technique. 
Use sets and 
repetitions to plan 
a programme. Use 
CV equipment to 
set distance/ time 
target 

Safety rules. 
To be able to move around 
a circuit training programme 
and also to follow a set 
programme. 
To plan and develop  their 
own programme thinking 
about the areas they are 
weakest in i.e. stamina or 
strength, or using it to 
improve on a particular 
sport. 
To work at maximum levels 
to fulfil team challenges. 

Types of training; 
circuit, 
programmes, 
working in pairs, 
team challenges. 

FOOTBALL Passing, dribble, hit, centre 
pass, sidelines, shoot, 
attacking, defending, 
midfield. 

Dribble, pass, 
shoot, control, 
tackle, jockeying. 
Goal-keeping, 
handling and 
positioning. 
Holding up the ball. 
Defensive and 
attacking headers. 

Safety rules, laws of the 
game and pitch markings. 
Attacking and defensive 
formations, free kicks, 
corners. Outlet and 
containment of players. 
Analysing other players 
strengths and weaknesses in 
regards to passing, receiving 
and decision making. 
Formulating practice drills 
that develop their 
weaknesses. 
 

Even sided games 
up to a full game. 
Conditioned 
games to develop 
areas of weakness. 
Rolling substitutes 
with coaching and 
refereeing 
responsibilities. 

BADMINTON Badminton, singles, 
doubles, court boundaries, 
grip, stance, backhand, 
forehand, drop shot, 
overhead, 
smash,  tramlines, 
shuttlecock, net, racket. 
Service, scoring, out, service 
line, love, rally. 

Serve, rally, drop 
shot, overhead 
clear, smash. 
Play a competitive 
game of doubles up 
to a set amount of 
points. 
Understand the 
scoring system for 
doubles. 

Boundary rules, what is in 
and out for doubles. 
To be able to maintain a 
cooperative rally using a 
variety of shots. The 
techniques of the short and 
long serve, drop shot, 
smash and overhead clear. 
Improving movement 
around the court. 
Playing in a doubles game 
with an understanding of 
the scoring system, 
including the rotation of 
servers. 
Planning, organising and 
running a tournament. 

Singles and 
doubles games up 
to a set amount of 
points. 
Tournament 
organisation and 
running, including 
officiating. 

ATHLETICS Track events, field events, 
100m, 200m 800m, 1500m, 
shot putt, long jump. 
Javelin. Pacing, technique. 
Relay, high jump, triple 
jump. 

Sprinting, sprint 
starts, dip finish. 
Pacing, throwing, 
jumping. Measuring 
using stopwatch 
and tape measure. 
Hand over 
technique. 

Safety rules. 
To be able to coach and 
help each other with 
regards to technique. 
Ability to work 
independently to develop 
and improve distance/ time. 
Selecting events to 
specialise in and working on 
technique.  

Individual 
performance with 
partner support 
and feedback. 
Personal bests 
and  in maximal 
effort. 
Team 
competitions. 

  



CRICKET Bowling, batting, 
long barrier, 
fielding, catching, 
stumps, out. 
Offside, onside, 
short fielding, 
long fielding, 
close catchers. 

Different kinds of 
throw appropriate to 
the situation. Catch, 
strike. Seam and spin 
bowling. Batting to 
score and batting to 
defend. Tactics to 
contain and to attack. 

Safety rules and boundary rules and 
markings.. 
Attacking and defending. Decisions 
made as a batter and fielder. Bowling 
for competitive situations. 
Communication between batting pair. 
Field setting for individual players or 
situations. 

Net practice to 
develop bowling 
technique for 
seam and spin 
and batting for 
attack and 
defence.  
Even sided 
games. 

ROUNDERS Bowling, batter, 
long barrier, 
fielding, posts, 
bases. ½ rounder, 
out. Outfield, 
infield. Backing 
up, no-ball, 
backwards hit. 

Different kinds of 
throw appropriate for 
the situation. Catch, 
hit, bowl. Understand 
what a no-ball is and 
what to do when a 
backward hit occurs.  

Laws of the game,  boundary rules 
and markings. 
Improving decisions made as a batter 
and fielder.  Communication between 
fielders to help make decisions. 
Setting and moving the fielders when 
appropriate. Selecting and placing the 
ball in specific areas of the field when 
batting. 

Full game with 
umpires who 
score and call no-
balls. 
Conditioned 
games where you 
can score more 
for hitting into 
specified areas of 
the field. 

 
General Knowledge: 
 
Major Muscles: Biceps, triceps, gastrocnemius, abdominals, quadriceps, hamstrings, trapezius, deltoids, 
pectorals, latissimus dorsi, gluteals. Basic antagonistic/ agonist. 
 
Main bones for support and protection: Cranium, ribs, femur, tibia, humerus, vertebrae, sternum, pelvis, 
scapula. Movement and blood production. 
 
Joints: Freely moveable or synovial. Knee and elbow. Hinge joint, ball and socket joint. Flexion, extension, 
rotation, abduction, adduction & circumduction. 
 
Role of ligaments and tendons: support and prevent dislocation, attach and pull on muscles. Cartilage as a 
shock absorber. 
 
Warm - up: Mobilisation, light jog and dynamic stretches, skill specific drills and mental rehearsal. Increase 
flexibility and adrenaline. 
 
Cool down: Light jog, stretches and gradually decrease muscle temperature, heart rate and breathing rate. 
Removal of lactic acid. Blood pooling. 
 
Short term effects of exercise: Increase heart rate, breathing rate and muscle temperature. Prevent injury. 
More O2 to the muscles and Co2 to the lungs, increased tidal volume. 
 
Long term effects of exercise: Increased muscle size, increased stamina, complete everyday tasks without 
tiring Decreased resting heart rate and hypertropy. Increased lung capacity, intercostal muscles and diaphragm 
stronger. 
 
  



Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 

In Year 9, pupils begin the full-course GCSE RE, which they follow through to Year 11. The GCSE 
syllabus and revision guide information will be shared with parents separately.  
 
  



Science  

Energy 

Calculation of fuel uses and costs in the domestic context including comparing energy values of 

different foods in kJ, comparing power ratings of appliances in W, comparing amounts of energy 

transferred in J, kJ and kW hour, domestic fuel bills, fuel use and costs and fuels and energy 

resources. 

Atomic structure 

This includes Dalton’s simple atomic model, atoms and molecules as particles, the differences 

between atoms, elements and compounds. It will also introduce chemical reactions being the 

arrangement of atoms, the difference between chemical and physical changes, conservation of mass 

and the use of chemical symbols and formulae for elements and compounds. 

Photosynthesis 

This topic covers the reactants and products of photosynthesis and a word equation summary for 

photosynthesis. It also covers the dependence of almost all life on Earth on the ability of 

photosynthetic organisms and their importance. It also includes the adaptations of leaves for 

photosynthesis. 

Changes in systems 

This topic includes energy as a quantity that can be quantifies and calculated. The concept that total 

energy has the same value before and after a change. It also covers using physical processes and 

mechanisms, rather than energy, to explain the intermediate steps that bring about such changes. 

Other process that involve energy transfer will be taught e.g. dropping an object.  Finally comparing 

the starting will the final conditions of a system and describing increases and decreases in the 

amounts of energy associated with movements, temperatures, changes in positions in a field, in 

elastic distortions and in chemical compositions will be taught. 

Earth and atmosphere 

This topic will cover the composition and structure of the Earth, the composition of the atmosphere 

and Earth as a source of limited resources and the efficacy of recycling. 

Genetics 

This covers inheritance, chromosomes, DNA and genes. It includes learning about Watson, Crick, 

Wilkins and Franklin and their role in the development of the DNA model. Variation is taught as being 

continuous or discontinuous. Natural selection as well as biodiversity and extinction are also covered. 

Motion and forces 

This topic includes how forces are needed to start or stop an object moving or to change its speed or 

direction. Speed and the equation linking speed, distance and time is taught as well as relative 

motion and distance-time graphs. 

Chemical Investigations  

In this topic students will learn about combustion, thermal decomposition, oxidation and 

displacement reactions. They will also learn about the reactions of acids with metals and the 

chemical properties of metal and non-metal oxides with respect to acidity. They will also be taught 

what catalysts do. 



 

Pressure in fluids 

This topic includes atmospheric pressure and how it varies with height, pressure in liquids and the 
relationship with depth, upthrust, floating and sinking. It also covers how pressure is measured and 
what a moment is. Forces associated with deforming objects are taught, work done and energy 
changes on deformation and how simple machines give a bigger force at the expense of smaller 
movement. 
 
 
Assessment in Science 
There will usually be a short test (30minutes) at the end of each topic. We recommend a revision 

guide by CGP called KS3 Science Complete Study and Practice. This includes topic questions and more 

exam style questions. There will be an end of key stage test that will include topics from Y7, Y8 and 

Y9. 

Throughout the year investigative skills will be revisited including variables, planning, recording, 

analysis and evaluation. 

 

 


