
 
 
Year 9 History   

The Curriculum Overview for Year 9: 
In Year 9 we move our focus to the modern world of the late 19th and 
20th centuries. As the world moved to become more interconnected, we 
inevitably branch out even further in this year to the study of wider world 
events, though always with a view to bringing the meaning and impact 
of these events to people in Britain. 

Why do historians disagree about the abolition of the slave trade? 
Our first enquiry of Year 9 examines the causes of the abolition of the 
slave trade, but our focus is on the different ways in which historians 
have explained the abolition. In this enquiry students study the slave 
trade and its abolition, and consider the different arguments advanced 
by historians for explaining the abolition. By the end of this enquiry, 
students should have a greater understanding not just of how historians 

have disagreed over a particular area of historical controversy, but more 
importantly a sense of why such disagreements emerge. 

For whom was the USA a ‘sweet land of liberty’? 
In this enquiry we return to American history, looking at the 
development of the United States after the revolution. Students look at 
the idea of a ‘sweet land of liberty’ and what this means in American 
culture; students then examine different groups in American society, 
including immigrants, native Americans and black people, to consider 
the extent to which there was a common experience of liberty in the 
USA in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

How did the face of British politics change over the nineteenth century? 
This enquiry picks up the story of British political change as begun with 
the focus on the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in Year 8. In this 
enquiry students consider the changes to the British political system 
over the long nineteenth century, taking the story up to 1928. Students 
will be expected to explain the extent to which political participation in 
Britain was changing over this period, studying key legislation such as 
the reform acts of 1832, 1867 and 1884, and popular movements such 
as the Chartists, Suffragists and Suffragettes. 

What caused the First World War? 
This enquiry asks students to bring together the work they have done 
on answering causal questions in Years 7 and 8 to address the 

challenging question of why the First World War began in 1914. 
Students will study the events of the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries which led Europe to the brink of war, and consider how events 



in south-eastern Europe in 1914 escalated into a European and global 
conflict. 

Was the war ‘Great’ for Cottenham? 
Having studied the big picture, this enquiry now brings students right 
back to the local level. Nearly every village, town and city in the UK has 
war memorials to the soldiers who were killed in the First World War. In 
this enquiry students use a database of information about local soldiers 
killed during the conflict to consider the nature of the impact of the war 
on Cottenham. 

Did Stalin create a communist utopia? 
As a political philosophy, communism had an impact on the lives of 

billions of people in the twentieth century. In this enquiry students will 
examine the creation of the communist state in Russia in the 1930s 
before considering the impact this had on different sections of Russian 
society. In particular, students will consider who the key winners and 
losers were in Russia’s conversion to communism; they finish this 
enquiry by writing a critique of a piece of socialist realist art depicting 
the paradise created by Stalin. 

Who won the Second World War? 
The answer to this question is, of course, simple on one level. Yet, like 
all good history questions, the more one probes the more complex the 
answer becomes. Britain, for example, ended the Second World War in 

financial ruin, while the USA and USSR became world superpowers. In 
this enquiry students consider the roles played by these countries 
during the war, examining turning point such has the Battle of Britain, 
the Battle of Stalingrad and the D-Day landings. 

How should we remember the Holocaust? 
The events of the Holocaust are harrowing and upsetting, yet they are 
part of history and need to be studied. The way in which the Holocaust 
is remembered, however, is a matter of controversy, with hundreds of 
memorials to the dead found across the globe. In this enquiry students 
will consider the development of the Holocaust, placing it in the context 
of the development of European anti-semitism over the centuries, and 

address the complex issue of how these events should be remembered 
in the twenty-first century. 

Why was the Butter Battle Book published in 1984? 
In 1984 Dr Seuss published one of his lesser-known works: the Butter 
Battle Book. This book is an allegory for the Cold War, ending with a 
cliff hanger where two peoples come to the brink of annihilation. In this 
enquiry, students will look at the development of the Cold War across 
the mid and later twentieth century, seeing what stage it had reached by 



the mid 1980s, and from this address Dr Seuss’ reasoning behind 
publishing this book. 

 


