
 
 
Year 8 Philosophy and Religious Education 

 

The Curriculum Overview for Year 8 
Unit 1: What does it mean to be me? 
In this unit pupils reflect on who they are and what makes them who 
they are. They will also come across ideas about how different religious 
groups and practices affect the lives of their adherents. Finally, they will 
consider whether other people recognise the person that they think they 
are showing to the world. 

This work is assessed with a ‘little book’ that explains who the student 
is. Teachers will be particularly looking for a mature and reflective 
approach. 

A student reflecting on how belonging to different groups has shaped 
their personality: 

“It is important for me to belong to different groups at school and 
socially. Interacting with different groups such as Guides , sport and 
music has helped shape my identity and boosted my confidence. 
Meeting like-minded people, working together in groups and socialising 
in new situations is fun and good experience.” 

A student reflecting on how she thinks that she is seen by others: 

“How does a shy girl like me stand out and make myself look like the 
person I really am?” 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• Ask an adult about experiences in their life that have helped shape who they are. 

Unit 2: Should the death penalty for murder be 
reintroduced? 
In this unit pupils will learn about, and reflect upon, different reasons for 
punishment and forgiveness across religions and over time. They will 
come to conclusion about the rights and wrongs of capital punishment. 

This work is assessed with an essay and teachers will be particularly 
looking for a sound understanding of the different reasons for 
punishment and forgiveness and a clear point of view that is well-
explained and justified. 



In an essay, a student reflects on the role forgiveness should play in 
punishment: 

“Some people argue that we should forgive everyone and learn to love 
our enemies. I also think that this isn’t the right attitude to have because 
if you always forgive people, do they learn from their mistakes?” 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• Discuss ideas of punishment and forgiveness with an adult.  

Unit 3: How did the experiences of Muhammad and his 
followers shape Muslim beliefs and practices? 
In this unit pupils will learn about the life of the prophet Muhammad in 
his historical context. They will also examine the 5 Pillars of Islam and 
ask what effect the experiences of Muhammad might have had on 
shaping Muslim beliefs and practices. The more able will also examine 
the idea of predestination in Islam and explore how this might affect a 
devout Muslim’s approach to the same question. 

This work is assessed with an essay and teachers will be particularly 
looking for a sound understanding of the 5 Pillars of Islam, the main 

events in the life of the prophet and an ability to draw links between the 
two. 

 
 



 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• Research the historical context of other religious leaders (i.e. the Buddha, Guru 

Nanak) and think about how their philosophies and teaching may have been 

influenced by the times and places they came from. 

Unit 4: Do miracles happen? 
In this unit pupils will come up with, and test, a definition of a miracle by 
looking at the work of thinkers like David Hume. They will also ask 
about the relative importance of miracles to religious faith. 

This work is assessed informally in class by the teacher who will be 
particularly looking for a thoughtful approach, the ability to listen to, and 
respond to, the thoughts of others. 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• Research miracles said to have been performed by different religious figures i.e. 

Moses, Jesus or Krishna. 

 


