
 
 
Year 8 History Curriculum overview 
Our focus in Year 8 is on the 18th and 19th centuries, a period in which 
Britain and the rest of the world experienced considerable political, 
economic, social and cultural changes that help us make sense of the 
modern world. 

Why did the English Civil War break out in 1642? 
Year 8 history begins with an enquiry into the causes of the English Civil 
War. In this enquiry students will examine the story of Charles I and his 
relationship with Parliament and how this developed between 1625 and 
1642. After examining the increasingly complex relationship between 
king and Parliament between 1625 and 1640, students consider in 
detail the events of the early 1640s which led to the outbreak of conflict 
in 1642. From studying this story, students will identify the causes of the 
English Civil War, and write an essay explaining why the war began. 

How smooth was Britain’s progress towards parliamentary 
supremacy? 
Having studied the breakdown in the relationship between king and 
Parliament in the early 1640s, students now zoom out to look at what 
happened to Parliament’s power from 1649, the execution of Charles I, 
up to the end of the eighteenth century. Students begin by studying the 
process by which Parliament gained more power in Britain, covering 
events such as Cromwell’s protectorate, the Glorious Revolution and 
the Act of Settlement. Students will also compare the situation in Britain 
with that elsewhere in Europe, including in Russia, Prussia and France. 
Finally, students will consider the extent to which the change in this 
period might be understood as ‘smooth progress’, engaging with the 
Whig interpretation of history. 

Did everyone experience the Industrial Revolution in the 
same way? 
The third enquiry of Year 8 turns from political history to social and 
economic history. In this enquiry, students will consider the changes 
that Britain underwent in the later eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 
the ‘Industrial Revoltion’. Our main focus is on how different groups of 
people, such as rural labourers, urban workers, industrialists and the 
aristocracy, experienced the Industrial Revolution, how their situation 
was changed by the events of those decades and the extent to which it 
is possible to make generalsiations about the experiences of people in 
Britain in this period. 



Why do a million people a year go to see a scrap of 18th-
century paper? 
Having spent the first half of Year 8 with a focus on British history, we 
now broaden out to place Britain in the context of the wider world. This 
enquiry focuses on the events of the American Revolution. Our 
particular focus in this  enquiry is on how the American Revolution has 
been interpreted and understood by people in the USA today, including 

the role played by the constitution in American understandings of their 
nation. 

How should the Napoleonic Wars be remembered? 
As we move towards the bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo, this 
enquiry asks students to reflect on the significance of the Napoleonic 
Wars, both in terms of the political changes that occurred across 
Europe in the early nineteenth century, and for the people who 
experienced the military campaigns across the period. Through this 
enquiry we expect students to reflect on what criteria have been used 
by those people who wish to see the Battle of Waterloo, in particular, 
and the Napoleonic Wars, in general, as a crucial turning point in 
European and world history. 

What was the Enlightenment? 
Many of the ideas encountered throughout Year 8 can be understood to 
be, in some sense, related to a period in the history of ideas most 
commonly referred to as ‘the Enlightenment’. Defining this period is 
complex, and in examining changes in scientific, political and 
philosophical thought across this period, pupils will be expected to 

relate the ideas they are encountering to the events they have studied 
across the year. 


