
 
 
Year 7 Philosophy and RE 

The Curriculum Overview for Year 7 
Unit 1: Why study PRE? 
In this unit pupils reflect on why they are required to do this subject and 
move away from simplistic answers about being nice to people who 
they consider strange. 

This work is assessed by teachers in class, they will be particularly 
looking for an enquiring attitude, a thoughtful approach and the ability to 
listen and respond to the thoughts of others. 

In a class discussion: 

First Year 7 student:  “I don’t think you can have freedom without 
knowledge.” 

Second Year 7 student: “I think it’s the other way around: you can’t have 
knowledge without freedom.” 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• Discuss the question with an adult and compare the adult’s experiences of religious 

education with their own. 

• Look for news stories that are influenced by religion. 
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Unit 2: What is God? 
In this unit pupils will learn new vocabulary in order to help them 
describe and compare the six largest world religions’ views on the 
nature of God. 

This work is assessed with a short written task and teachers will be 
particularly looking for an ability to identify similarities and differences in 
the religions they have studied. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• Ask an adult what they understand by the words ‘God’ or ‘gods’ and compare the 

answer they receive with what they have studied in lessons. 

Unit 3: What happens when we die? 
Because of the potentially upsetting nature of this subject, this unit is 
taught with particular care and a strong emphasis on respect. 
In this unit pupils will be asked to compare different religions’ views of 
the after-life and consider their own position on the question. 

This unit is assessed with a board-game that asks students to 
understand and explain Hindu ideas about karma and reincarnation. 

A Year 7 girl talking about her own religious beliefs: 

“I believe in God but I’m not sure that I want to.” 



To support this unit at home students could: 

• Talk about this subject with someone they trust and think about how their beliefs are 

similar or different to those they find. 

Unit 4: Why didn’t everybody like Jesus? 
In this unit pupils will learn about the life of Jesus of Nazareth in his 
historical context and explain why someone who is so special to some 

people was reviled by others. The more able will also begin to explore 
the importance of the crucifixion to Christian theology. 

This unit is assessed with an essay, teachers will be looking for good 
explanations that demonstrate a good understanding of the life of Jesus 
and the beliefs and attitudes of some of the groups in first century 
Judaea. 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• Find and read a book aimed at their age group that relates one of the four Gospels. 

• Read one of the four Gospels. 

• Use the internet to research Jesus as a historical (as opposed to a purely religious) 

figure. 

Unit 5: Is meat murder? 
In this unit pupils will be asked to form, and justify, a moral position 
about the rights and wrongs of eating meat. Along the way they will 
learn about arguments for and against meat eating and factory farming. 
They will also reflect on religious teachings regarding the eating of 
meat, begin to explore how it is that people make moral decisions and 
start to think about how they can put across their point of view as 
persuasively as possible. 

This unit is assessed with a speech to the class and teachers will be 
looking for detailed answers and persuasive language. 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• Ask an adult what they believe about the rights and wrongs of eating meat and 

compare this with their own views. 

	  


