
 
 
Year 7 Geography 
Geography is the study of the earth’s landscapes, peoples, places and environments. It is, 

quite simply, about the world in which we live. Geography at Cottenham stimulates an interest 

in and a sense of wonder about places. It engages students to think about our changing 

world, how people and the environment interact, where places are, how places and 

landscapes are formed and perhaps most importantly today, helps young people make sense 

of the complex interactions between economic, social and environmental factors prevalent in 

our world. 

Throughout Key Stages 3 and 4, lessons will build on students’ own experiences and engage 

with recent events to investigate places at all scales from the personal to the global. 

The Curriculum Overview for Year 7 

In Year 7 students study a wide range of geographical topics. The breadth of unit topics aim 

to introduce students to the key concepts studied in Geography (Place, Space, Cultural 

Understanding and Diversity, Physical Processes, Human Processes, Interdependence and 

Environmental Interaction and Sustainable Development). 

Unit 1: Exploring World Biomes 

In this unit students learn to identify, locate, describe and contrast the world’s major biomes, 

developing and using an extensive geographical vocabulary. 

Assessment: In small groups, students will produce a display on one biome. This is assessed 

throughout the preparation stages and also through a presentation and teacher led 

questioning. Teachers will particularly be looking for students to use the vocabulary they have 

built up during the lessons and to be able to explain different aspects of the biome they have 

researched. 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• watch BBC Planet Earth and Human Planet; 

• visit the Cambridge University Botanical Garden where there are a range of 

different vegetation ‘houses’. One of the hothouses contains plants found 

in tropical rainforests. If you visit the hothouse, take some paper and a 

pencil with you and encourage your child to draw some of the plants and 

annotate them to show how they have adapted to the conditions in the 

tropical rainforest. (http://www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/Botanic/Home.aspx); 

• research ‘World Biomes’ on the internet; 

• further develop descriptive vocabulary. 

Unit 2: It’s Your Planet Introduction to Geography 



This unit introduces the students to what geography is all about. The students re-visit 

Continents and Oceans. They examine how the Earth evolved and how diverse it is. Students 

will recognise that the Earth is constantly changing due to both human and natural processes. 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• look at an atlas to ensure they know what the 7 continents and 5 oceans 

are and where they are located; 

• keep up to date with current reports or articles that have a geographical 

focus by watching TV, reading papers or using the internet. 

Unit 3:  The Geography of the UK 

In this unit students learn about the Geography of the UK, focusing on its diversity in terms of 

its physical, climatic, economic, social and cultural characteristics. 

Assessment: Students will complete a test based on what they have learnt in this unit. This 

will require them to revise for this. 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• further develop their knowledge of principal physical features of the UK, 

e.g. relief, drainage, cities etc. 

Unit 4: Map and Atlas Skills 

In this unit students learn to read and interpret a range of maps, developing their map reading 

skills, e.g. use of scale, symbols and contours. 

To support this unit at home students could: 

• exploit any opportunities to use OS maps; 

• practise the following techniques: Grid references, measuring distances, 

interpreting contour patterns, direction etc; 

• visit Map Zone: http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/. 

Assessment: Students complete a booklet on Map and Atlas Skills. 

 


