
KS3 Grades 
 
Attainment Grade 
On the report, for each subject, pupils are awarded a grade from A-E for attainment, giving a ‘best fit’ 
snapshot of their overall performance so far. In the statements, attainment (or ‘performance’) includes the 
extent to which pupils have learnt the curriculum taught to them in class, as well as the depth of their 
knowledge and understanding. These grades are not used to assess pupils’ learning in a subject on a day-
to-day or unit-by-unit basis, but are used to help monitor pupils’ overall performance in the curriculum, to 
‘flag up’ underachievement and to report to parents. The definitions for each grade are given below: 
 
Attainment 

grade 
Definition of the performance standard 

 
A 

The pupil has performed exceptionally well in all aspects of the subject’s curriculum 
so far, demonstrating comprehensive knowledge and understanding. Their learning 
is usually well above the average. 

 
B 

The pupil’s performance has been at least good in all aspects of the subject’s 
curriculum so far, demonstrating very secure knowledge and understanding. Their 
learning is usually above the average. 

 
C 

The pupil has performed at least competently in all aspects of the subject’s 
curriculum so far, demonstrating sound knowledge and understanding. Their 
learning is usually around the average. 

 
D 

The pupil has performed at least at a basic level in all aspects of the subject’s 
curriculum so far, demonstrating elementary knowledge and understanding. Their 
learning is usually slightly below the average. 

 
E 

The pupil’s performance has been weak in most aspects of the subject’s curriculum 
so far, demonstrating limited knowledge and understanding. Their learning is usually 
well below the average. 

 
Progress Indicator 
In addition to the attainment grades, each pupil is awarded a progress indicator, outlining the extent to 
which the attainment grade (A-E) constitutes expected progress for the pupil. Progress is measured in 
relation to pupils’ starting points and in relation to the curriculum. We are ambitious that all pupils strive for 
the highest grades and achieve as much as they can, with the aim that they will go on to achieve good 
grades at GCSE. Where pupils are not quite meeting expectations, teachers will have communicated 
areas for improvement with your child and may contact home where necessary. The progress indicators 
show whether pupils are:  
 

• Exceeding expectations 

 
• Meeting expectations 

 
• Slightly below expectations 

 
• Significantly below expectations 

 
Attitude to Learning 
Finally, a key component of how well pupils achieve at school is their attitude to learning. There are four 
possible descriptors for pupils’ attitude to learning on the report: Exceptional, Good, Need for Improvement 
and Cause for Concern. In choosing a descriptor, teachers have considered each pupil’s effort, level of 
engagement and participation in class, completion of homework, organisation and preparation as well as 
their attitudes towards peers and staff. Where the descriptor says ‘Need for improvement’ or ‘Cause for 
concern’, staff will discuss the areas in need of progress with your child and may contact home where 
necessary. 


